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SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 


— 
— 


SERMON 1 


On Chriſt being touched with a Feel- 
: ng of our lnfirmities. 


PREACHED AT 


St. PeTER'Ss, MANncROFT, in Nox wien 


On Eaſter-Day, March 26, 1749 


_ Hebrews iv. 13, 16. 
For we have not an High Prieſt which 


cannot be touched with the Feeling of 


our Infirmities ; but was in all Points 
lempted like as we are, yet without Sin. 
Let us therefore come boldly unto the 


' . Throne of Grace, that we may obtain 


Mercy, and find Grace to help in Time 
of Need. 


MONGST the many Pecullif: 
ties to be obſerved in the Writ- 


ugs of St. Paul, by every attentive | 
A B —* . 


14 SERMON EX. 


Reader, this may be taken Notice of 


as One; that he often anſwers Objec- 
tions, without any Change in the 


Scheme of his Language, that might - 


intimate any ſuch to be made or occur- 
ring. We have here an Inſtance of 


this Kind, but not ſufficient of itſelf | 
without other Arguments, to prove this 


Addreſs to the Hebrews to be his. Who- 


ſoever it was, the bleſſed Author of it 


ſeems, in the Words of my Text, to 
.obviate an Objection, which might poſ- 
fibly ariſe from what he had ſaid im- 
mediately before. He had been telling 
the Hebrew Converts, that we have now 
a great High Prieſt ; not, as he adds in 
the next Chapter, like thoſe taken from 


among Men, who had Occaſion to offer 


Gifts and Sacrifices, as well for their 


own as for the Sins of others; but ge- 


ing perfect himſelf, expiated the Sins 
2 10f 


SERMON IX 15 | 
of all Mankind by the Sacrifice of him- = 
ſelf. This great Being, ſays he, was 
Jeſus, the Son of Cad, who ig now belle 


| into the Heavens. 


Hence then it was that Jews, lately be- 
come Chriſtians, might have ſome uneaſy 
Thoughts in their Minds. They had long 
been uſed to have an High Prieſt like un- 
to themſelves always preſent with them. 
To whom, under any Doubts and Diffi- | 
culties they could have Recourſe to, and | 
conſult with: bo could have Compaſſion 
on the Ignorant, and on them that were out 
of the Way : Who would kindly inſtruct 
the Former, and patiently bear with, 
and gently endeavour to bring back, the 
wandering Sheep, as being a Man him- 
ſelf, and as ſuch compaſſed with the 
Infirmities of human Nature. Bug what | | 
nere they now to do. Their — | - 
B2 Prieſt 
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„ SERMON IX. 


Prieſt was no ſooner riſen from the 


Dead, but he quickly departed from 


them; was aſcended into the Heavens, 
and proved to be no leſs than the eter- 


nal Son of God. And whilſt he thus 


enjoyed conſummate Glory in Heaven, 
could it be imagined, that he would 


nom trouble himſelf any further with 


the Affairs of this lower World, and 
much leſs with Creatures, by ſome of 
whom he had been ſo ungratefully and 
cruelly uſed, and from ſcarce any met 
with that Affection and pious Regard 
which he might reaſonably have e, 
pected? And therefore we may ſuppoſe 


them thus replying to the Apoſtle: 
You exhort us 2% hold faſt the Profeſſion 
of our Faith without wavering , but, Can 


we help being ſtaggered at this? Lou 


tell us, that our High Prieft is paſſed into 
the Heavens, too far for, us to follow 


him; 


SE R. MON X. 


lum; to a Place too holy and ſacred 
for ſuch polluted Creatures as we, to 
approach to even in Thought. The in- 
ſpired Penman thus proceeds to com- 
fort them: Let not what I have ſaid diſ- 
hearten or make you at all uneaſy. For 
call to mind the Divinity of the Being 
you are now under; not circumſcribed 
by Time or Place: Though ſhining in 
tranſcendant Glory in Heaven, yet ne- 
ver abſent from thoſe who call upon 
him in Faith and Piety here upon Earth: 
And what is more, He is not an High 
Prieſt which cannot be touched or affected 
with the Feeling of our Infirmities ; for 
be was in all Points tempted like as we 
are, yet without Sin. No Kind of Suf- 
 fering was there which he did not ſub- 
mit to, and conſequently none that he 
will not have a Fellow-Feeling for. He 
moreover is inveſted with al! Pocver both 
i. ol 3 — on 


8. SERMON IX. 


in Heaven and Earth, not weak and li- 
mited, like Aaron and his Succeſſors. 


Well, therefore, may you now take 


Courage, and with a pious Confidence 
and Truſt in Him, approach the Throne 
of Grace, to help in Time of Need, 
who is able to {ſupport you under the 
ſeyereſt Trials, or elſe free you from 


them. A moſt comfortable Doctrine 


and Aſſurance this! In this Vale of Mi- 
ſery and Tears, wherein no Station in 
Life is exempt from Trouble or Diſ- 
quietude: From the Sceptre to the 


Spade; from the Cradle to the Grave; 


all have their Share of Pain and Unea- 


ſineſs. Our bleſſed Saviour endured 


the moſt ſevere and grievous, ſetting us 
therein an Example of Patience and 
Submiſſion in each to the divine Will, 
and is pleaſed to repreſent himſelf to 
us, as, when on Earth, having now a 


F. eeling 


3ERMON IX 19 


Feeling of our Infirmities; as ſympathiz- 
ing with us in all our Troubles and 
Afflictions. But in this, as in all other 
Expreſſions of the like Nature, by, or 
of the ſupreme Being, which we meet 
with in the ſacred Writings, we are not 
to ſuppoſe that the facred Majeſty of 
Heaven 1s really ſo affected, any more 
than that he has a Head, Tongue, 
Hands or Feet, or any other Part like 
us, which are aſcribed to him in thoſe 
heavenly Pages, in compliance with our 
Capacities and Conceptions ; but only 
that our bleſſed Saviour will deal with 
us, and we ſhall find ourſelves affected, 
ſupported and protected, as if he was 
really touched with what happens to us, 
and viſibly interpoſed in our Favour. 


Let us then, now we have been in- 
vited tc attend our bleſſed Lord at his 
B 4 Table, 


Perſon, ſhould diveſt himſelf of celeſ- 


20 SERMON IX. 
Table, and to commemorate his Death 


and Paſſion, even upon this bleſſed and 
glorious Day, when we joyfully com- 


memorate his Reſurrection, his Victory 


over Sin and Death, let us, I ſay, now 
call to Mind, reflect upon and conſider 


what he ſuffered for us. For by that 
Means we ſhall ſee how much we are 


obliged to Him ; what Bleſſings we de- 
rive from Him; to what a glorious 


State we are raiſed with Him. And in 
this Meditation, Who can look upon his 


whole Life, from the Manger to the 
Croſs, but as one continued Suffering? 


His very aſſuming our Nature! What 


was it, but an amazing Condeſcenſion 
and Abaſement ? That the Worlds 
great Maker; the Heir of all Things; 
who was the Brightneſs of his Father's 
Glory, and the expreſs Image of his. 


tial 


SERMON IX 21 
tial Majeſty, and ſhroud his Glory in 


our Nature, and appear in the Like-- 
neſs of Man; Could there be a greater 


Deſcent ? No leſs a Fall was it than: 


from Heaven to Earth. When we ſee 


a Perſon of our own Nature reduced. 


from an high Station, and affluent Cir-- 


cumſtances in Life, How do we lament 


his Condition, and think the Change 


| ſcarce poſſible to be borne ? Yet as lit» 
tle Compariſon is. there between this and 


that of our bleſſed Redeemer, as there- | 
is between the Glories of Heaven, and. 
what we call the good Things of this | 


World. And yet He ſubmitted to the 
Change, to whom it would have been. 


a great Condeſcenſion and Degradation, 


if he had even taken upon himſelf the 


Nature of the higheſt Order of Angels. 


For as they were all his own Creatures, 


the Work of his own Hands; infinite 
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„ SERMON 1X. 


was, and muſt ever be, the Diſtance 
between Him and them. This Conſi- 
| deration may, perhaps, make us ſuſ- 
pect, that the Changes among us from 
Proſperity t to Adverſity may appear lit- 
tle in his Sight, whoſe own Deſcent or 
Degradation from God to Man, was ſo 
much greater, Sure, I am, it ought to 
be ſo 1 in ours; and we ſhould think ſo 
too, if we did but reflect with ourſelves 
what a little ir is we deſerve. But as 
our Lord took upon him our entire 
Nature, he had a F eeling of the Change 
like as we have; he knows thereby how 
we are affected; he ſees how hardly we 

bear the Loſſes and Misfortunes we 
meet with, and how difficult it is for 
human Nature to ſupport itſelf, when it 
be reduced on a Sudden from the Place 
of Richesand Honour, to the loweſtStep 
as. Forerty and Diſgrace, If, therefore, 
we 


SERMON IK 23 
we look up to Him in the Day of our 
Diſtreſs, when encompaſſed with the 
Clouds of Misfortune, and we are near 
being overwhelmed by the Waves of 
Adverſity, he will diſpel the gloomy 
Thoughts which then are but too apt 8 
to poſſeſs us, and putting us in Mind to | 
what a low Eſtate he voluntary reduced 
| himſelf from the higheſt, exalt our 
Thoughts from Earth to Heaven, and 
ſetting the Joys of that bleſſed Place 
before us, make us join with holy Fob, 
in declaring, that the Lord gave, and the 
Lord bath taken away bleſſed be the Name 7 
of the Lord.. 3 ped 7 2 


Next to the Loſs of all we have; is 
che Loſs of our good Name and Repu- 
tation; a Loſs which bears as hard or 
harder upon human Nature than any, | 


eſpecially upon ingenuous and honeſt © 
- B6, —- Fn 


8 SERMON RK. 
Minds, who know the Value thereof, 
and truly eſteem and ſincerely follow _ 
thoſe Ways of Virtue and Goodneſs, 
upon which alone it can be well and 
juſtly grounded. Strange IS to relate ks 
yet the Loſs of this, the bleſſed Jeſus, 
who was Virtue and Goodneſs itſelf, ſuſ- 
tained. What a melancholy Idea does 
| it give us of the Blindneſs and Baſeneſs. 
of human Nature, that he, wwho did ub. 
Sin, neither was Guile found in his Mouth; | 
' who went about doing Good to all that 
wanted his Aſſiſtance, and teſtified upon 
every Occafion a moſt diſintereſted 
Love and Affection for all Mankind, 
ſhould be traduced and vilified; called 
by the opprobrious Names of a g/ut- 


 Fonons Man, and a Wine Bibber; a Friend 
of Publicans and Sinners: Nay, repre- 
ſented as a Magician and Impoſtor ; as 
one that aimed at the Crown, and a 
5 = Sower 


SERMON ne: 23 
Sower of Sedition amongſt the People, 
though he moſt induſtriouſly avoided. 
any Thing like it; though all he taught. 
was for the Improvement; all he did, 


for the Benefit and Comfort of all he 2 q 
converſed with. Thus did God ſuffer: L 
his own beloved Son to be treated ; and. © 4 


that without repining, or returning any 
Language like that which he received: 
But, to ſhew that he was not inſenſible , 
of the Injury they did him, he mildly 
expoſtulates the Caſe with them; and 
endeavours to convince them of. what 
Folly, as well as Malice, they were guil- 
ty in their Cenſures of him, in a Way, 
which muſt, if they had any Ingenvity 
in them, have filled them with Shame 
and Concern: ' By which Conduct of 
his we are at once taught, how we 
ſhould behave upon the like Uſage ; and 
are at the ſame Time aſſured, that our 
| | Lord 
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26 SERMON IX. 


Lord ſees how grievous it is to us, by 
his own Experience, and that he will 
take Care our Characters ſhall be clear- 

ed from all Slander and Calumny, ei- 
ther here or hereafter, to the Shame. 
and Confuſion of all our Enemies. 


Again, to be taken from our Friends, 

_ from thoſe with whom we have long 

| lived in perfect Union and ſtrong Af. 

fection, is very grievous. This, our 
bleſſed Lord ſubmitted to. The ſacred 
Text lays, be . was withdrawn from bis : 
Diſciples. The original Word, Apeſpaſ-. 
Violence ; to exprels the Reluctance 
with which he left them; the great 
Grief and Concern it gave him; as his 
Returning again did the longing Deſire 
he had to continue with them, His be. 

4 58 ing forced away, the ſecond Time aug- 

il i EL Eo. mented 


SERMON IX. a» 
mented his Agony. His heavenly Fa- 
ther calls him ſecretly to an Account 
for the Sins of the whole World, which 
he had undertaken to expiate. To 
Judgment he is ſummoned by him, 
to be talked by him in his Anger. No 
Wonder then his Sweat was, as it were, 
great Drops of Blood falling down to 
the Ground. He returns, however, 
victorious; yet find ing them ſtill aſleep. 
the third Time, his Expreſſion, as it 
ſhould be tranſlated, denotes ſome Sur- 
prize at finding them ſo; ye ſleep on ſtill,” 
and take your Reſt ; teſtifying how little 
they were affected to what he was: Pauſe. 
ing then awhile, he ſays, behold the Hour 
is come, and the Son of Man is betrayed: 
into the Hands of Stnners : Ariſe, we now 


enter upon Action: Lo, he that betr 7 


me is at Hand. Every Step of this great 
Tranſaction is worthy our Meditation 
and 


28 SERMON IX. 
and Reoard ; at the Approach of which 


he is ſaid to be ſore amazed, and al- 
moſt quite diſpirited and dejected. 


Another Thing there is which Man, 
of. himſelf, knows not how to bear with 
any Patience, and that is Scorn and De- 
riſion. It is the Language of Contempt. 
It beats a Man out of his laſt Intrench- 
ments, his Opinion of himſelf. It makes. 
him look Mean even in his own Eyes; 
it ſinks his Spirits, and overwhelms him. 
with Confuſion of Thoughts, and Dejec- 
tion of Mind. Even this the Lord of Glo- 
ry, and Saviour of the World met with. 
He was had in Deriſion of them that 
were round about him; vas the Object 
of their Scorn and Contempt beheld a 
Murderer preferred before him; with 
Mockery had the Enſigns of Royalty 
put — him, and his Enemies contemp- 
| 4 


SERMON IX. 2c 


tuoufly bowed the Knee to him, ſaying 
Hail, King of the Jews. As Man, he 


felt the Bitterneſs of their Taunting: + 


and Jeerings, and thereby knows what 
his Servants ſuffer under the like Uſage; 
will fupport their Minds with a Conſei 

_ ouſneſs of his Approbation of them, 
and finally make them triumph in their 
Turn. Then ſhall the righteous Man 
ſtand in great Boldneſs, before the Face 
of ſuch as have afflicted him, and made 
no Account of his Labours. When 
[thoſe who deſpiſed him ſhall ſee it, they 

ſhalt be troubled with terrible Fear, and 
ſhall be amazed at the Strangeneſs of 

his Salvation, the glorious State he ſhall. 

be exalted to, ſo far beyond all that 
they looked for. And they, repenting and 
groaning for Anguiſh of Spirit, ſhall 
kay within themſelves, This was he 
whom we had ſometimes in Deriſion, 
ET 


» SERMON IE 


and a Proverb of Reproach. We Fools 
' accounted his Life Madneſs, and his 
End to be without Honour. _ How is 
he numbered among the Children of 
God, and his Lot is among the Saints. 


All bodily Pain and Torture he en— 
dured to the utmoſt. The Powers 
plowed upon his Back, and made. long 
 Furrews, His Fleſh was torn with. 

Scourges, and his Temples harrowed 
with Thorns ; his Hands and Feet were 
_ nailed to the accurſed Tree; the ſtretch- 
ing of his Nerves and Sinews were at- 
tended with the ſharpeſt Pain and An- 
guiſh, and that for ſix long Hours, en- 
during, each Moment of them, beyond 
the Pangs of an ordinary Death; to 
ſhew us that he is not inſenſible of 
what we ſuffer, under the moſt grievous 

. 3 1 ulins 


SERMON IX. 31 
| Pains and Torments we may be exer- 


ciſed with. 


But what is to be done, when we be 
under that Dejection of Mind, as to 
imagine our God is departed from us ? 
As to the Evils and Misfortunes of Life, 
the Loſſes and Diſgraces we may meet 
with, or even the greateſt bodily Pains. 
and Torments ; theſe, we know, by re- 

ligious Reflections, and a ſteady Frame 

of Mind, may be endured and ſupport- 
ed. But when the Mind itſelf be touch- 
ed, and no Senſe of the divine Preſence 
remaining, this ſurely muſt be very de- 
plorable, and nothing but Deſpair the 
Conſequence. For, although our Spi- 
rits may ſuſtain their Infirmities; may bear 
up under the Evils and Calamities of 
Life, yet, g wounded Spirit who can bear ? 
Who can ſupport himſelf under the 
Thought 
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ERM SEN IMR 
Thought of being deſerted by his God? 


That nothing might be wanting to our 


Eaſe and Conſolation under this worſe 
State, we have our Saviour even herein 


for our Example. What is ſcarce to be 


imagined, the Son of God himſelf was 
reduced to this very Extremity, when he 
cried, My-Ged, my God, Why baſt thou for- 


” ſaken ne? This was the laſt, the bittereſt 


Conflict he had. On him were laid the 


| Tniquities of us all. He well ſaw all the 


Evil and heinous Guilt of the Sins for 
which he ſuffered ; all the Offence 
againſt the Majeſty, and Ingratitude 
againſt the Goodneſs of God, which was 

contained in all thoſe Sins : Too juſtly, 


therefore, might he imagine as Man, 
that God ſhould turn away his Eyes from 


a Scene ſo offenſive to a Being of perfect 
Purity and Excellency, as the Tranſ- 
greſſions and Vileneſs of all Mankind 

brought 


SERMON IX. 33 


brought together in one View muſt be. 
And yet from this did our Bleſſed Sa- 
viour recover himſelf, when he was 
enabled to fay, all is finiſhed; the 
Wrath of God is appeaſed; divine 
| Juſtice is ſatisfied; the Salvation of 
Mankind | 18 accompliſned. 


'T TIP was our great High Prieſt temp- 
a or tried, like as we are, only without 
Of Sin likewiſe it is, w which we 
2 do our utmoſt Endeavour to 
cleanſe ourſelves; and then, of what 
Kind ſoever our Infirmities and Cala- 
mities may be, he will have a Feeling 
of them; and either deliver us from 
them, or elſe render them ſupportable 
to us; ſo that we ſhall join the Holy 
FEſalmiſt, in declaring, that it was good 
for us, that we have been afflicted. Even 
with that greateſt Trial of our Bleſſed 
Saviour, 
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Saviour, the beſt of Men have ſome- 
times been exerciſed, The Man after 
God's own Heart was not exempted. 

O God, ſays he, thou didſt hide thy Face 
from me, and I was troubled; J ſaid, I am 
caſt out of the Sight of thine Eyes. But 
yet this Trouble, ſharp and ſenſible as it 
was, did not fink him down in Deſpair. 

His Remedy was Prayer : Ten cried I 
unto thee, O God, and gat me to my Lord 
right humbly. And what was the Event 

of his thus making his Supplication 

before him? He himſelf ſhall inform. 
us. The Lord heard me, and had Mercy 
on me. Thou haſt turned, ſays he, my 
Mourning into Dancing; thou haſt put off 
my Sackcloth, and girded me with Gladneſs. 
God ſometimes, indeed, keeps back, 
for a while, this Bleſſing from us ; leſt 
if it ſucceeded immediately, we ſhould 
think it of our own Growth, and not 
. 
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his Gift. As he is obliged to leave us 


combating for a Time with other Diffi- 
culties, leſt if we ſnould always enjoy the 


Sunſhine of Proſperity, we ſhould aſcribe 


it to our own Wiſdom and Prudence, 
our own Power and Goodneſs, and forget 
God the Author of it. But we mult not, 
therefore, be diſcouraged at this Delay; 
but with pious Confidence and humble 
Importunity, preſs ſtill forward to the 
Throne of Grace; being well aſſured, 


that by the Mediation and Interceſſion 
of our High Prieſt, the bleſſed Jeſus, 
who knoweth, and hath a Feeling of 


our Neceſſities and Infirmities, we ſhall 


obtain Mercy, and find Grate to beld in 


1 Time of Need, 


In the Courſe of what has been deli- 
vered upon this Subject, we muſt have 


obſerved two or three Things, which 


ought 
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zught to be particularly conſidered by 


us. The one is, that as many of the 
Tvils and Calamities of Life, (to Pati- 
once under which we have been ex- 
norted from the Examples of our bleſſ. 
d Saviour) ariſe from the Malice and 
Contrivance of wicked Men, we ſhould 
be particularly careful, that we our- 
ſelves never be the Authors of any 
ſuch to our Fellow-Creatures. For 
with what Face can we apply to the 


Almighty for his Grace and Aſſiſtance, 
= if we ourſelves ſhall be found to reſem- 


ble them of whom we complain, Lit- 
tle wul our High Prieſt be affected 71th 
the Feeling of our Infirmities , little will 


our Applications to God for Redreſs 


under Violence and Oppreſſion avail 


us, if we injure or oppreſs our Neigh- 


bour. Our Complaint of Suffering by 


the Tongue of Infamy and Slander, 


Will 
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will meet with a very unfavourable Ear 
at the Throne of Grace, if we, our- 
ſelves, appear to be Slanderers and De- 
famers of others. In theſe Circum- 
ſtances the Return of our Prayers will 
rather be Vengeance on ourſelves, than 
on thoſe we beg to be delivered from. 


Another Particular I hinted at, as 
worthy our eſpecial Conſideration and 
| Regard, from this Diſcourſe, is, that 
though, perhaps, we may not be conſci- 
ous to ourſelves of Guilt as to thoſe 
Evils we may happen to labour under; 
yet it behoves us to refleft upon thoſe. 
Sins we are guilty of. It is no unuſual 
Thing with the Almighty to puniſh 
one Sin with a Calamity of a different 
Nature. Little Affinity was there be- 
tween Famine, and the being treated as 
Spies of Egypt, and the unnatural Uſage 
Vos. 1 -- C Joſeph 
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* Joſeph had met with from his Brethren, 
And yet the Diſtreſs they were then in, 
brought to their Remembrance their 
paſt Cruelty to him. e are 'verity 

guilty, ſay they, concerning our Brother, 

in that ue ſau the Anguiſb of bis Soul, 
wben be beſought us, and we would not 
Hear, therefore is this Diſtreſs come upon 
4. They conſidered this, though of a 
different Nature, as a Puniſhment for 
their former Sin. Though, perhaps, | 
they might obſerve ſome Reſemblance 
between their finding no Regard to 
their Intreaties and Remonſtrances, and 
their own Turning heretofore a deaf 
Ear to his Prayers. 'But, however, un- 
Heſs by Repentance and Reformation we 
-entitle ourſelves to the Merits of our 
\ Redeemer, and have thereby all our 
Sins propitiated and blotted? out, we 


hall in vain — his Mercy and Aſ- 
ſiſtance. 


fiſtance. We muſt approve ourſelves 
in his Sight by Piety and Virtue, if we 


deſire or expect his Favour and * : 


in n the Day of our Calamity. 


From this wonderful, i 6. 


nally, we muſt be greatly confirmed in 
the Faith of Chrilt, ſince of all the In- 


ſtances we meet with in Hiſtory of fuf- 
fering Innocence, we find none like 


this, Never was there Sorrow like unto us 

Sorrow. Many have ſuffered or undergone 
Evils ſuch as ſome of thoſe he went 
through, but none who endured them all. 


| Let us then hold faſt the Profeſſion of our 
Faith without avering; and that our 


Sincerity therein may appear unto all 


Men, and be approved in God's Sight 
let us evidence and ſnew it forth by our 
good Works; and let it be our future 
Care and Study ſo to behave ourſelves 


A upon 
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upon every Occaſion, in every Station 
and Circumſtance of Life, that God 
may have Pleaſure in us, and be before 
Men glorified by us; that we may ſo 
ſhine forth in his Sight by our pious | 
and-virtuous Practice, that he may de- 
light in us for good, diſpel all Evils 
from us, and keep us ever under his 
Protection and Guidance, for the Sake 
of our great High Prieſt, the bleſſed 
Jeſus, our only Saviour and Redeemer ; 
to whom be all Honour. and Glory, for 
ever and ever. Amen. : 
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Differences in Opinion ought\ 10 
make a Breach in chriſtian Charity. 
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Preached a at ache Cathedral, ad Norwich, 


*S 


On Sunday, May the Sth, 1746: 


Acrs vii, . 26. — Part. 


ain, ye are Brethren ; Why do ye N. eng 


one to another ? 


HERE 1 is ; ſomething tan ; 


affecting in the very Words of 
my Text. They contain an Expoſtula- 
tion which the Mind aſſents to ſo rea- 
dily, that, without the leaſt Heſitation, 
we all immediately agree, that it is very 


unbecoming Brethren to do Wrong one 
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to another. Even Moſes, we find, who: 
is u Man recorded as remarkable for 

bis Meekneſs, could not ſee one of 

the Hebrews, his Countrymen, ſmite his 

Fellow, without being greatly moved, 
and expreſſing his Concern, ſaying, Sirs, 

e are Brethren, M by do ye Wrong one 10- 

_ another ? The Egyptians were their com- 
mon Enemies and Oppreſſors, and ſurely 
they ſhould rather have joined in endea- 
vouring to ſhake off the Yoke they 
groaned under, or make it more tole- 

rable to themſelves, than add to the 
Bitterneſs of their Affliction, by their 

: unkind Treatment of one another. And 
common Prudence, one would think, 
ſhould make us, upon all Occaſions, 
ſhew forth a kind and render Regard 
toward ſuch, as we are tied to by that 
affectionate Relation of Brethren. It 


| is ſufficient furely, to have thoſe to 
| | yard 
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guard ousſclves againſt, who are our 
declared Enemies, whom no Obliga» 
tions, nor the kindeſt Treatment can 
avert from their Deſigns againſt us, 
and whom nothing can ſatisfy, bn 
our Ruin and Deſtruction-; ſuch, I 1 
mean, as either endeavour to under- 
mine and over throw our Religion, and 
caſt us back into the dark, uncomfort- 
able State of Nature, or Who have 
corrupted our Religion in ſuck a Man 
ner, that little of its genuine Beauty and 
Force is to be diſcovered amongſt-them, 
and they would fain bring us again 
under that Yoke, which neithen we | 
nor our Fathers were able to bear. 


It is to ſome of theſe that our Diffe- 
re nces and Diſſenſions amongſt our- 
ſelves have been owing, And herein, 
indeed, as Children of th's World they 

"TE 1 
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have acted wiſely: For nothing is. 
found to weaken any Community or 
Body of Men, ſo much as cauſing Di- 


to prevent their ill Effects by all the 
prudent Methods in our Power. It 
were well if we would but ſeriouſly 
conſider the Particulars in which we 
difter: Whether they be of Moment 
ſufficient to cauſe Schiſm amongſt us, 
much leſs to break that Love and 
Charity, which, as Chriſtians we owe 
to one another. There has been more 
than once, a very ſtrong Diſpoſition 
and Deſire in our Church, to ſatisfy 
the Scruples of honeſt and well mean- 
ing Men; but when thoſe very Men 
have ſeen greater Evils ready to ariſe 
from complying with them, they have 
wiſely and conſcientiouſly deſiſted from 
their Application, and rather chuſe to 
LE ſubmit. 


FRI 
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ſubmit to fome Inconveniences, and 


acquieſce in ſome Things they did not 
ſo well like and approve of, than run 
the Hazard of hurting the Proteſtant 5 
Cauſe in general. The Things Which 
they wiſhed they could have had re- 
formed, were agreed on all Sides to 


be of an indifferent Nature in them- 


ſelves, and therefore they could not 
think it right to diſturb the Peace of 
the Church about them; and that 


they are eſteemed ſo now, appears 


plainly from the moſt conſiderable 


Men amongſt thoſe who diſſent from 


us, riquenting our Places of public 


Worship. and occaſionally joining in 
our Communion, - and in breaking f 


Bread and in Prayers. For if they 
imagined we had any Thing ſinful in 
our Service, Charity obligeth us to have 
that Opinion of their Regard to Truth, 

c BR ol © 
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and the Preſence of God, that they 


Vould not, upon any Account, delibe- 


rately join in it; and that the Members 
of our Church retain. a chriſtian and 
brotherly Affection for them, appears 
from their frequently chooſing them into 
the higheſt Offices of Power and Truſt 


be ll of one Mind, it is perhaps as 
vain to expect as that they ſhould be 
all of | the ſame Complexion and Sta- 


| neceſſary in the moral World, as the 
other is in the Natural; it ſerves to 
many great and noble Purpoſes. It 
keeps the Minds of Men in perpetual 
Exerciſe, which would otherwiſe looſe 
2 great Deal of their Force and Power. 
* the Winds prevent the Air and 
1 Water from ſtagnating, ſo do diffe- 
| Fences in — rouſe the Spirits, 
which 


mgſt us. That ever Men ſhould 


ture: And this Variety may be as 
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2 which. Ry" otherwiſe remain lazy 


and unactive, and give Riſe, by thus 
| ſetting the Faculties of the Soul at 
work, to many uſeful and valua- 
ble Productions. What it is incum- 
bent upon us to do, is in all 
theſe. Caſes, to preſerve a Temper 
and Moderation, leſt falling out a- 
mongſt ourſelves, we give the com- 
mon Enemy an Advantage over us. 


In che N of the Reformation, 


there were the ſame unhappy Differen- 


ces amongſt ſome of our firſt Re- 
formers, which have ſince riſen up 


again amongſt us: In the Contentions 
of thoſe two eminent Biſhops and Mar- 
tyrs, Ridley, Biſhop of London, and 
Hooper, Bilhop of Glouceſter, there were 
two Nations as it were, ſtruggling in the 
Womb, the two great Parties of the 
c „ ung 
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Conformiſts and Non-Conformiſts. For 
thoſe two Perſons differed about the 
ſelf ſame Matters, as we do now, the 
eſtabliſhed Ceremonies, the Dreſs of 
Religion, certain By-Matters and 
Circumſtances of Religion, which 
Hooper, the Non-Conformiſt, could not 
comply with, and Ridley the Confor- 
miſt, inſiſted upon, and would not give 
up. So that in their old Differences, 
wie find exactly our preſent Diſtem- 
pers: And therefore in their Cure, why 
may not we alſo find our own Re. 
medy ? It is a Remedy approved; it 
cured Men who thought one another 
ſuperſtitious and impoſing on one Side, 
and ſtubborn and intollerably wilful on 
the other; and yet they came afterwards 
to believe one another to be, what 
they really were, upright Men on both 
Sides. Upon examining the Works 
ö e of 
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of dk other, they found that they 
thoroughly agreed in thoſe Things which 
are the Grounds and ſubſtantial Parts 
: of our Religion. 


And cond 4 8 Hs off Reli 
gion which we all hold, ought 1 in Rea- 
ſon to have more Power to unite us, 
than all the By-Matters and Circum- 
ſtances in the World to divide us. We 

have all but one Rule of Faith and 

Life, one Standard of religious Wor- 
ſhip and Practice, which is one and 
the ſame Bible, and that tranſlated in- 
to our Mother Tongue, And why. 
then ſhould we not be of one Heart 
and one Soul? We all believe that 
there is but one Ged in Oppoſition to 
Polytheiſm. We believe that this God 
is to be worſhipped in Spirit and in 
Truth, 1n a Contradiction to Idolatry, 

. without 
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without i abſurdly chan Zing the Glory i 


of the incorruptible God into the Simi 


| litude of a - corruptible Man, or wor- 
ihipping our Redeemer in Form of 
Bread. We all believe in the ſacred 
Trinity, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghoſt, in whoſe Names we were. 
baptized. We are. all taught of God, 
to hope for everlaſting Happineſs, . 
through the Merits of our only Savi- 

our, Mediator and Advocate, Jeſus 
Chriſt the Righteous, wwho is the Author 
of eternal Salvation to all thoſe who obey . 
him. We are all aſſured, by many in- 
fallible Proofs, that he is riſen from 
the Dead, is aſcended into Heaven, 
there to prepare a Place for all his true 
Diſciples and F ollowers z and that the. 
Heavens ſhall contain him, till the Re- 
ſttitution of all Things. And that, 
therefore, he is not in any Tabernacles 


or 
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or Boxes here below. We all know, 
aſſuredly, that in every Nation, be, and 
he only, who feareth God, and work- 
eth Righteouſneſs, is accepted of bim: 
And that the Church of God is pat 
now limited or confined: to the eib 


or any other Nation, but is truly Ca 
tholic and Ua 5 


We all believe the two future States 
of Heaven and Hell, for the Juſt and 
for the Unjuſt. And neither our Bibles 

nor we know of any other; nor indeed 
of any other Sorts of Men. Nor do 
any of us believe one Word concern» 
ing the Praſitableneſs of praying or 

ſinging for departed Souls. In a Word, 
ſince we are fo. unanimous in theſe and 
many other the moſt important Truths; 
Shall we fall out about Ceremonies, 


about Coſtures and Geſtures, about dig» 
nifying 
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nifying and diſtinguiſhing Titles ; abour - 
| Modes and Garments; about Things 
which are very far from the Heart, and 
many Removes from the Effence of 
Religion? Nay, Things which are Sha- 
dows and meer Nothings, when com- 
pared with thoſe ſubſtantial Matters, 
wherein we are all agreed. Nay, fur- 
ther, I may venture to ſay, we are all 
agreed even in theſe inferior Matters of 
Differences, though, perhaps, we are nor 
aware of it. Thus, for Inſtance, we 
are all agreed, that kneeling at the Sa- 
crament is no Part of our Saviour's In- 
ſtitution; that kneeling at the moſt ſo- 
lemn Prayer that can be, is a fitting 
Poſture; that kneeling to the Sacra- 
ment, in Imitation of, or Compliance 
with, the Popiſh Worſhip of the Hoſt, 
is abſolutely unlawful: And yet we 
differ, and will not hear one another 
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out, nor underſtand one another*s Mean- 
ing; but fight in the Dark, when we be 
all Friends, and all of a Side. In ſhort, | 
all the Difference that is between Eng- 


1;/þ Proteſtants, is occaſioned by little 
Miſtakes. arid Miſapprehenſions about 


very little Matters; and ſtill they are fo 


much of one Mind even as to the Mat- 


ters in Difference, that if the Conferm- 


its thought the Ceremonies Popiſh, 
they would immediately turn Non-Con- 
formiſts , and if the Non- Confor miſts did 
not apprehend them to be Popiſh, they 
would never have ſcrupled them. We 
may ſee of what Moment our joining 
againſt the common Enemy is, by the 
Pains the Papiſts took to widen the 
Breach between us. | 


in the Bei of the Reforma- 
tion, when the | Proteſtants in foreign 
| Parts, 
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Parts, were inclined- to join with the 
Church of England, and to have Bi- 
ſhops, and an eccleſiaſtical Polity as we 
have, and to unite together under King 
Edward the Sixth, whom they deſigned 


to chooſe for their Defender; the Pa- 


Piſts, dreading the Conſequences of ſuch 
an Union, ſent two of their Emiſſaries 
from Rotterdam: into England, who were 
to pretend themſelves Anabaptiſts, and 
Preach againſt baptizing Infants, and 
preach up Re-baptizing, and a fifth 
Monarchy upon Earth. And ſuch has 
been their Method of Proceeding ever 
ſince; and then charge us with the He- 
reſies and Schiſms they themſelves: have 
cauſed, and endeavour to bring a Diſ- 
credit upon the Beſt of our Reformers, 
by the Company they ſent among them. 
For they well knew what fatal Effects 
Diffention might produce; but when 
| . 1 they 
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_ they have the Upper-hand, we find bath 


Sides are treated. in the ſame Manner by 


them. Hooper the Non-Confarmiſt, and 
Ridley the Conformift, were both con- 
demned to the Flames by them. So that 


however they were, in one Part of their 
Lives, yet, in their Deaths,” the Papifis.. 


took Care they ſhould. not be divided. 


The Members of the Church of Rome 
have, indeed, their Difference among 


chem as well as we; but they all join for 
extirpating the peſtilent northern Hes 
reſy, as they call it, and they all mareli 
ſteadily to the ſame” End. And ſhall 
we not all then unite, in our utmoſt 
Endeavours,” to ſup ort 
Which they call Herely'? Shall not we 


be as ready to give one another the 


Right-Hand of Fellowſhip, and to join 
Hands together in Jeſus C hriſt, and for 


him, when we ſee nn, tlley 
arc. 


the true Falch 


| 
| 
| 
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are in banding together againſt him 4 
This is the common Concern of us all. 
For every. Man has a Soul to be ſaved, 
one as well as another; every. Man has 
an equal Share in the Holy Scriptures 4 
every Man's Stake is the ſame, and they 
have a like Intereſt in their Religion. 
And, therefore, all the Proteſtants of 
England ought to be as one Man, in the 
Maintenance and Support of their 
Religion: And every ſingle Man in 
his ſeveral Capacity, and according to his 
Power, ought to be as zealous for it, 
as if he alone were to ſupport it; and he 
ſhould ſay to our Saviour, and hold to 
that Saying, though all Men forſake thee, 
yet will not J. By this Means, under 
God, we ſhal] preſerve. our Religion, 
and tranſmit it to our Poſterity, at a 
far cheaper Rate than Ridley and 
Hooper, and the Reſt of the bleſſed 
= | _ Martyrs 
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Martyrs conveyed it down tous. By theſe 
Means, we ſhall be freed from thoſe 
Diviſions which have been purpoſely 
cauſed amongſt us, to hinder us from 
exerciſing the Power of Godlineſs ; | 
both in reforming our own Lives, and 
in putting a Stop to that Deluge of 
Impiety, which has been let into the 
Nation, in Order to make Way for Po- 
pery. And we ſhall have an Oppor- 
tunity to employ our united Endea- 
ours in promoting the Goſpel, to the 
high Honour of God, to the edifying 
of his Church, and to the Salvation of 
our Souls. I have mentioned that Impi- 
ety which reigns amongſt us, as brought 
in by our Enemies, in order to make 
Way for Popery. I am not ſingular 
in this Opinion; many great and wiſe 
Men have conſidered it in this Light, 
-as having a natural Tendency to that 
Purpylſs 
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Purpoſe. For, after Men have given 
up Revelation, and followed their own 
vain Fancies, they will quickly be be- 
wildered; and after they have run 
themſelves out of Breath, and can cen- 
tter no where, they will be at laſt glad 

of any Hold where they think they can 
: find it, and rather than be always Wan- | 
_-dering, they will take vp with an in- 
fallible Guide. So, that, whether the 
Papiſts be at the Bottom of this Evil 

or not, and ſowing theſe Tares amongſt 
us to that Purpoſe. it is much to be 
feared, there are too many of us, ho 
are doing their Work for them, and by 
our own impious and chimerical Notions, 
making a Way, at laſt, for a blind 
Faith, and an implicit. Obedience. For, 
if we of the reformed Churches be 
Found to indulge ourſelves in impious 
and licentious Diſcourſes, calling in 
Quceſtion, 
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Queſtion, and ridiculing. the molt fun- 
damental Articles of our Religion, 
Shall not we, ourſelves, fall! into Diſ- 
repute, and our pretended Reforma» 
tion be reckoned nothing but a break-_ 
ing looſe from the Reſtraints of all R- 7 
Jigion, and the Members of the Church + 
of Rome be eſteemed as the only | 
Guardians of our moſt holy F ait; 4 


1 his, was ot us, would do i to 
conſider, who, in public Companies 
propoſe Objections, though, perhaps, 
with no other Intent, than to have the | 
Truth fairly diſcuſſed, and evidently 
diſplayed. All - Perſons are not ade- 
quate Judges of ſuch Matters; and a 
plauſible Objection ſhall make fo ſtrong 
an Impreſſion, upon a weak and vain 
Mind, as the cleareſt Reaſon ſhall not 
be able afterwards to efface and clear 

away: 
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away: And he who propoſed the Ob. 
jection, ſhall be looked upon as the 
Patron of it too, by him who does 
not ſee the Force of the Solution; 
and having conſequently an high Opinion 
of his Judgment, will not be able to 
get rid of the Error he has thus once 
imbibed. And then it requires no 
great Sagacity to ſee what muſt be the 
Event: For when thote amongſt us, 
who have the higheft Characters for 
Senſe and Judgment, are once repre- 
ſented as holding Opinions directly op- 
Polite to, and inconſiſtent with the fun- 
damental Articles of our Religion, the 
general Cauſe of Proteſtaniſm muſt. 
greatly ſuffer by it, and the Papiſts 
gain Credit to their Calumnies againſt 
Men will begin to think they have 
ee Reaſon, indeed, to exclude their 
Lay- Members the Uſe of the Holy 
| Scriptures, 


Scriznures) when they ſee thei üben 
to ſo bad Purpoſes; and when they be 


 thority of the Word of God will be 


be glad to reſtore the n again 
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once wreſted from them, they will be- 
come an eaſy Prey to all their Delu- 
ſions. For when the Sword of the Spi- 


At ſhall be once taken from them, What 
mall they have to defend themſelves 


acainſt all their Attacks? The Au- 


{till pretended for any Doctrine they 


|  thall have a Mind to obtrude* pon 85 
them; and when they muſt not have 


Recourſe to the Scriptures themſelves, 
in Order to fee, <vhether thoſe Things be 
ſ% or not, a blind implicit Faith and 
Obedience muſt be the ' Conſequence. 


And when once the Bulk of Mankind 


ſhall be thus deluded, and the great 


Patrons of Reaſon find themſelves out- 


numbered and overpowered, they will 
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to their former Authority; ; but Seien 


it then in vain to call back the de- 
luded Members to that Rule of their 
Faith, they will be forced to ſet down, 
and lament and abide the ſad E fects 


of their moſt Vanity and F oily. 


This, I ok. they would in Time 
conſider ; and calmly and impartially 
dee into and examine the Series of 

Gol ſeveral Diſpenſations to Man- 
Kind. For, as St. Peter ſays, we have 


not followed cunningly deviſed Fables, but 


Juch Truths as will bear the ſtricteſt 

Scrutiny and Examination. And then 
we doubt not, but they would behold = 
ſuch a natural Gradation from the one 
to the other; ſuch a Connexion and 
Agreement between the antient Pro- 
phecies and the following Events, that 
They will even be aſhamed, they could 
b 8 95 {1 Ever 
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ever have any Doubt in their Minds 
concerning the divine Original of our 
Religion. For, let any Man make it 
cConſiſtent with the Principles of right 
Reaſon, if he can, to believe, that a 
Chain of Prophecies, reaching through 

ſeveral thouſand Years, delivered at 
different Times, yet, manifeſtly, ſub- 
| ſervient to one and the ſame Aamini- 

ſtration of Providence, from Begin 

ning to End, is the Effect of Art and 
Contrivance, ar religious Fraud. That 
for ſo many Ages ſucceſſively proper 
Perſons ſhould be found to carry on 
= Cheat'; and that none of them 
5 ſhould have any Intereſt to ſerve by 
betraying the Secret, or, ſo much Ho- 

: neſty and Regard to Truth, as to dife 
cover it. Such Things as theſe, I 
think, it is impoſſible for any thinking 
conſiderate Man to give into; and he 
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- muſt not call himſelf a Profeſſor and 
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Admirer of Juſt and ſound Reaſoning, 
but a Slave to Paſſion or Prejudice, | 
or ſome worſe Principle, who can fo 

part with that which ſweetens ordinary 
Converſation, adorns common Life; 
procures to us Peace and Safety here, 
and aſſures us of eternal Happinefs 
herenfrer. And, indeed, theſe Excel- 


lencies which are inherent in our Re- 


ligion, and which every judicious and 
impartial Reaſoner muſt ſee, make the 


Oppoſition raiſed againſt it inexcuſa- 
ble. Chriſtianity contains all the Diſ- 


coveries of bare human Reaſon, free 
from all its Doubts, Uncertainties and 
Errors; and repreſents Virtue in its 
Full Excellency and Perfection, in all 
its Beauty and Brightneſs. Recom- 
mending to our Practice, and that un- 


der the ſtrongeſt Moyes and Engage- 
ments, 
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ments, whatſoever Things are true, what- 
ſoever Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things 
are pure, whalſcever Things. are lovely, 
_ whatſoever Things are of good Report; 
if there be any Virtue, and if there be 

any Praiſe, bidding us think and medi- 
tate 0# thoſe 7. ings, and give nn 
_ to them. 


Now, I world. fain Taos what there” 
is in natural Religion, that is worthy- 
our Regard or Concern, which 1s not. 
contained in this Deſeription of true 
Chriſtianity. - And in what Philoſopher 
among the Heathens, we ſhall find ſo 
excellent and perfect a Delineation of 
the whole Duty of Man, of all- that 
an improve and exalt his Nature here, 
and fit and prepare him for a Life of 
der fect Virtue and Goodneſs, and 
there in of conſummate Happineſs here. 
; pz _ aſter. 
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after. And, if ſo, Why is there «his 
Outery againſt our Religion? Can 
there any Harm ariſe from the Be- 
lief and Practice of it? If it make 
a Man diſcharge all the relative Du- 
ties of a ſocial. Life; if it render him 
Proof againſt all Temptations to Evil; 
if no Proſpect of Pleaſure or Advan- 
tage can evercome the Influence it has 
over him, but he is kept thereby ſteady 
and reſolved in that which. is juſt and 
right; if ſuch, 1 ſay, be the Effects 
of it, (and ſuch are the natural Ei- 
fects to be expected from it, and are 
35 always accompanied with it, where it 
has due and juſt Weight given it) 
Shall we be fo fooliſh, fo much Ene- 
mies to ourſelves, and the Welfare of 
Society, as to pive it up, for I know 
not what? For the weak ard beggarly 
1 lements of the M. orld, wohereunto Infi- 
dels 
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dels dere to bring us again in Bondage 2 
Shall we, whilſt we be travelling to 
our heavenly. City, which hath Foun- 
dations, ⁊oboſe Builder and Maker is God, 
lay by. in the Day-time, whilſt the Sun 
ſhineth, that we may ſee. how rightly 
we can purſue our Way by the uncer- 

tain Light of the Moon,. or a worſe 
Direction? No. Let us not be found 
ſo inſenſible of the great Bleſſing we 


E enjoy in having God's Will revealed to 


us, through his abundant Mercy; but, 
withſtanding all the Attempts of our 
Enemies, gratefully acknowledge our 
Obligations to him for it. And, 1 
think, we may very reaſonably require 
them to join with us in the Profeſſion 
of the Chriſtian Faith, as the beſt 
Means at leaſt hitherto diſcovered to 
engage Men to live, as becomes Crea- 
tures endued with Reaſon, /oberly, 
D754. 
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 righteouſly, and godly in this preſent 
World, till they can find a Religion 
better founded, more worthy of God 
for its Author, and more conducive to 
the Happineſs and Perfection of hu- 
man * 


We ſee then upon the Whole, wo 
are our Enemies, againſt whom it con- 
cerns us very nearly to join together ; 
the Tnfide!s on the one Side, and the 
Papifs on the other. We have, it 
may be, ſome Differences amongſt our- 
ſelves 3 but let us imitate the Prudence 


and Conduct of the ancient Romans. 
That wiſe People were wont in a com- 
mon Danger, denare Iuimicitias Reipub- 
dice, to give up and facrifice their pri- . 
vate Enmities and Quarrels to the pub- 


>: Good and Safety of the Common- 
Wealth, 
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Wealth. Cardinal Bellarmine has reckon- 
ed fifteen Marks of the true Church; 
but he has omitted Charity, which is a 
Mark worth all the Reſt. Let us ſhew. 
forth that by our brotherly Love and 
Affection for one another. Hereby 
' ſhall we prove that Bulwark againſt our 
Enemies, which, by no other Means, 
we can be. For hereby we ſhall pre- 
ſerve our eſtabliſhed national Religion, 
firmly united and compacted in all the 
Parts of bhi aldne can ſupport - 
and maintain the. Proteſtant Religion 
amongſt us, againſt all the Arts and 
Attempts: of its Enemies; which little 
Sects, and ſepatate Congregations can 


never do; but will be like a Foundation 1 


of Sand to a weighty Building, which, 
| Whatever Shew it; may make, cannot 

ſtand long, becauſe it wants Union at 
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the Foundation; and for that Reaſon, 


muſt neceſſarily want Strength and 


Firmneſs; and therefore thoſe, Who, 

under a Pretence of decrying human 
Schemes; Creeds and Confeſſions, en- 
deavour ſtill to keep us aſunder, muſt 


never be reckoned true Friends to the 
Proteſtant Cauſe. 


But, as without Thee, O God, we 
can do nothing, do thou fo illuminate 

our Minds, that we may all unite in 
thy true and uncorrupted Religion, 
and ſee and do, upon all Occaſions, 
thoſe Things which tend to our Peace 


and Safety, and thy Honour in this 


World; and thereby prepare us for 
that Happineſs, which thou haſt gra- 


ciouſly promiſed us in that which is 
to come, even for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, 


our 


SERMON 3X 
our only Lord and Saviour, to whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Ghoſt, 
be aſcribed all Honour and Glory, 
Adoration, Praiſe, and Thankſgiv- 
ing, now and for evermore. Amen, © 
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hr. the moſt 3 Judgment 
God can inflit upon a Nation. 


" WE on the F. 4-Day for the War 
With France and Spain, | 


| January the 7th, 1746-7. 


At St. Peter's, Mancroft, and St. John's, 
 Maddermarket, in N orwi ch. 


Jeremiah xIvii. 6, 7. 


O thou Sword of the Lord, How long wil! 
it be, ver thou be quiet? Put up thy- 
ſelf into thy Scabbard-, reſt and be fill. 
How can it be quiet, ſeeing the Lord 
bath given it a Charge againſt Aſh- 

kelon, and againſt the Sea-$ hore « 4 
8 There hath be appointed it. 


HE Sword of War is ſo terri- 
e 2 Judgment, is attended with 

. fo _ Breat Evils and grie vous Ca- 
a lamities, 
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lamities, that no wiſe nor good Man 
can help lamenting the Caſe of any 
people, who are afflicted with it. We 
ſee, in my Text, in what a pathetical and 
affectionate Manner the Prophet Fere- 
miah expreſſes his Concern, even for 
the Philiſtines, under theſe heavy Cir- 
cumſtances, who were, and always had 

been the declared Enemies of the Peo- 

ple of God. O thou Sword of the Lord, 
How long twill it be &er thou be quitt ? 
And he adds, likewiſe, a Wiſh or Prayer 
for them; Put up thyſelf into thy Sead- 
bard, reſt and be flill. Thus far, we 
ſee, the Man prevailed. Natural Cetn- 
paſſion fot a diſtreſſed People forced 
from him thoſe humane and tender Ex- 
prefſions. But then, calling to Mind, 
and conſidering the incorrigible Wick- 
edneſs and Impiety of that People; we 
find him quiekly reſuming the * 
| and 
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* SERMON XI 
and thus expoſtulating and anſwering 
himſelf. How can it be quiet, ſeeing the 


Lord hath given it a Charge againſt Aſh- 


kelon, and againſt the Sea-Shore ? There 


| bath be appointed it. From which we 


are taught this momentous and 1mpor- 
tant Leſſon, that no People muſt look 
for or expect the Removal of any Judg- 
ment, which God has thought fit to 
bring upon them, and puniſh them 
with, till they have put away thoſe 
Sins, which raiſed the divine Wrath 
an them. | 


— 


Can we * this Doctrine and not 
be moved? Or has War, by its long, 
Continuance amongſt us, loſt all its 
Terror? Can we daily hear of the 
"Miſeries of our Fellow Creatures; of 
Thouſands after Thouſands falling by 
the Sword, and not find ourſelves af- 

fected 


+ » 
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fected with Grief and Compaſſion for 6 128 


them? How many innocent and wor- 
thy Perſons, driven from their Houſes, 
are now wandering in this rigorous 
Seaſon with their Wives and Children, 
| deſtitute of all the Comforts and Ne- 
ceſſaries of Life? And can we think 
of theſe Things, and not have a F ellow- 
feeling for them? It might have been 
our own Caſe; and when it came 
Home lately almoſt to our Doors, we 
were ſufficiently terrified, and began 
in good earneſt to think, that it did 
not a little concern us by Repentance 
and good Works, to avert the Diſplea- 
ſure of our offended God, and the 
dreadful Effects of it which then en- 
compaſſed us. This the Almighty 
ſaw; and to ſhew how ready he always 
is to receive returning Sinners to Mer- 
cy, upon our * to him, by 
Bc. 
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Ways ſo aceeptable to him, he bleſſed 
our Arms with Victory, drove away our 
Enemies who invaded us, and brought 
thoſe Rebels of our own Country, who 
moſt ungratefully and unnaturally j Join- 
ed to inſlave or diſtreſs us, to the Pu- 
niſhment they deſerved. This, I hope, 
with pious and grateful Hearts we ac- 
knowledged on the Day of public 
Thankſgiving, . which we lately cele- 
brated. But ſtill God, we may obſerve, . 
deals with us as with Men; be knoweth. 
that we are but Duſt ;, frail and unper- | 
fect Creatures at the beſt. That our 
| Goodneſs is as the Morning Cloud, and as 
the early Dew it pajjeth away. Our Joy 
we expreſs in Bonfires, and it vapours 
away in the Smoke. Our Paſſions are 
volatile and unſteady, and that religi- 
ous Senſe, which a Deliverance not ſo 
* to be expected cauſed in us, 
would 
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would ſcarce have been ſufficient to fix 
and keep thoſe Paſſions in due'Bounds, 
if God had freed us at once from all 
further Fear and Apprehenſion. He 

therefore ſtill continues this Judgment 
upon us, though, in Mercy, he keeps 
it at a greater Diſtance. Thus does 
God correct us, as 4 Father the Son in 
whom be delighteth. He holds the Rod 
ſtill over us, but it is only to keep us 
in Awe, and reſtrain, us within the 
Bounds of our Duty. Our Zeal for 
his pure and uncarrupted Religion has 
been exceedingly pleaſing in his Sight, 
and, like Charity, has covered the Mul- 
titude of our Sins. To this we may 
very juſtly. aſcribe our being ſtill conti- 
nued in the Fnjoyment of our religious 
and civil Rights and Liberties. For, 
if God had dealt with us after our Sins, 
and rewarded us according to our Wick- 
- _ edneſles, 
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edneſſes, far otherwiſe, I am afraid, had 
been the Event. God might, with but 
1 have . vs over 
made thoſe that d. us nen over us. 
Let us then ſhew forth the grateful 
Senſe we have of his paſt Mercy and 
loving Kindneſs towards us, by a more 
than ordinary Care over our future Con- 
duct; and not thus, Year after Year, 
repeat this Humiliation of ourſelves, 
and be neither better in our Practice, 
nor more ſincere and hearty in our De- = 
votions-. 


We have now gone through a moſt 
folemn Service to our God; but let us 
lay our Hands upon our Hearts, and 
fay, hat have we done? How have 
we been affected, and what Eruits are 

we like to n forth meet for Repen- 
tance,. 
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zance, and becoming the Circumſtances 


we are in? For we cannot ſurely think, 
that a bare Repetition of Prayers, how 
excellently ſoever compoſed, will avail 
with the Almighty to blot out our Sins, 
or remove his judgments, * We ſhould 
have it always in our Minds, that God 


hearkens and hears, whether we ſpeak 
aright or not. He ſees the moſt ſecret 
Receſſes of our Souls; he knows the 
inward Motions of them; and, there. 
fore, we may be aſſured, unleſs he finds 
an exact Correſpondence: between thoſe 
and our outward Expreſſions, he will 
turn away his Ear from us, and regard 
us not. We muſt ſincerely repent of, 
and be heartily ſorry for the Sins and 


Offences we have been guilty of. We 


muſt immediately put them away from 
us, and earneſtly reſolve never to en- 
gage in chem more :; or We may, Lear 

|  aftes- 
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after Year, even Day after Day, repeas 
over the ſane Prayers, and reap no Be- 
nefit therefrom. We have ſaid unto 
God, © that we are grieve, and wea- 
A ried with the Burden of our Sins.” 
But it concerns us highly to conſider, 
Whether there has not been a Lie in 
our Mouths? Let us try and examine 
_ our Hearts. Have we, with Meek neſs 
and Contrition, acknowledged our Vile- 
neſs, or do we truly-repent us of our 
Faults ? If not, What is this but mock- 
ing God, and affronting him to bis 
Face? We have begged of him © to 
be favourable unto us, who turn to 
him in Weeping, Faſting, and Pray- 
ing: But have we that real Sorrow 
in our Hearts we pretend to; or have 
our Prayers been earneſt, fervent and 
ſincere ? God is indeed a merciful and 
gracious Being, full. of Compaſſion, 
long 
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1ong Suffering, and of great- Pity. He 
ſpareth when we deſerve, Puniſhment, 
and in his Wrath thinketh upon Mer- 
cy. But then we are to conſider, - that 
there is Forgiveneſs with him that he may 
be feared, but not that he ſhould there- 
fore be deſpiſed and affronted. this 
Mercy is as much an Enemy to our 
| Sins as his Juſticez and is intended to 
win us. to a grateful Senſe of hisGood- 
neſs, and to make us even aſhamed of 
| offending him. And it muſt argue a 
moſt baſe and diſingenuous Mind, if it 


| have not that Effect with us, and muſt 


certainly bring upon us, at the laſt, the 
more ſevere Puniſhment, 


'T his is a ſolemaiFat; very wiſely and 
ſeaſonably appointed by our Sovereign 
for obtaining Pardon for our Sins, and 
for averting R AO Judgments, 

| which 


N SERMON N 
which our manifold Provocations have 
moſt juſtly deſerved; and imploring his 
Bleſſing and Aſſiſtance on the Arms of 
| his Majeſty, and for reſtoring and per- 
petuating Peace, Safety, ind Proſperity 
to himſelf and his EG But 
how do many among us obſerve this 
Faſt ? Do we afflict our Bodies with a 
ſtrict Abſtinence, that, ſo by giving us 
a Taſte of the Hardſhips we ſhould be 
forced to endure, ſhould we ever be 
compelled to wander in a foreign Coun- 
try, deſtitute of all the Comforts and 
Neceſſaries of Life, we may be duly 
ſenſible of the Bleſſings we enjoy, and 
our Bodies thereby be rendered fit and 
proper Inſtruments to promote and help 
forward the Grief and Trouble of our 
Minds? Or may it not be ſaid of too 
many amongſt us, as the Propbet ſaid 
to the Jetos upon the like Occaſion, 
N 5 Bioebold, 


REED 
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Bebold, in tbe Day if your Faſt you find 


Pleafure, and exact all your Labours. 1 


hope this is not the Caſe of any of us 


here preſent upon this Day. 


In this Seafon, wherein we 'cotnme- 


worate the great Bleſſing of our Savi- 


our's Incarnation and Birth, we have 


moſt of us, it is probable, indulged our- 
ſelves in the uſual Gratifications of our 


Senfes, and, perhaps, more ſo than has 
been conſiſtent with the ſacredneſs of 


the Time and Occaſion. This Solem- 


nity, which we this Day are directed to 


obſerve, comes in very properly to call 
Home our Minds, and make us be- 
think ourſelves of the Judgments which 
threaten us, leſt, whilſt we; promiſe to 


ourſelves nothing but Joy and Glad- 


neſs, we be ſurprized with Calamities, 
and be forced to drink deep of the bit- 
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ter Cup of Aftiction and. 1 It 

becomes us then to take Care that our 
Minds be filled with ſuitable Reflec- 
tions, and that we paſs this Day in ſuch 
a Manner, as may influence our whole 
Behaviour for the Time ro come. 
| now ye will loſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, 
undo the. heavy Bur dens, and let the Op- 
preſſed go free, and break. every Yoke of 
Sin, we ſhall find the good Effects 
thereof upon our future Conduct. If 
we will but now begin 70 deal our Bread 
to the Hungry, and provide Cloathing 
and Lodging for the. Poor, we ſhall 
find a char able Temper of Mind ari- 
ſing from it, and give ourſelves a Re- 
liſh of that Virtue, which will admini- 
ſter true Peace and Satisfaction of 
Mind to us here, and recommend us to 
that all-gracious Being, to whom, next 
to that of a good Conſcience, no Sacri- 
f To fice 


SERMON i. 


Ace is ſo acceptable, and wWho will molt 
certainly reward us for 1 it to all Eternity 


hereafter. | | 427 | we 7 


Theſe Things every one of us ſhould 
ſet about with great Earneſlneſs and 
Reſolution, For, as our Community 
is made up of Individuals, if every one 
would take Care to reform and amend 
himſelf, we ſhould ſoon put a Stop to 
the crying Sins of this Nation; to that 
Prophaneneſs and Infidelity, to thoſe 
Hereſies and Schiſms, thoſe groſs Im- 
purities and other manifold Offences, 
which have long called for the Severity 
of God's Wrath, and which may, but 
too juſtly, make us afraid that the Time 
is not far off, when he will therefore 
deliver us to the Reproaches and In- 
ſults, the Tyranny and Oppreſſion of 
our Enemies. We have long enjoyed 
Vor. II. Bßͤͥ 
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the Light of his Countenance, and t the 
Bleſſings of his bountiful Hand. Hi- 
therto he has been to us a Tower of De- 
| Fence againſt all the Aſſaults of our Ene- 
mies, ur Shield and Buckler in the Day 
of Battle. But, unleſs we now turn 
from the Error of our Ways, and put 
away the Evil of our Doings from' before 
his Eyes, we cannot expect that he 
ſhould put up the Sword into his Scab. 
bard, or regard our Supplications. For 
how can we reaſonably hope that our 
War ſhould ceaſe, whilſt we retain thoſe. 
Sins, and perſiſt in thoſe Practices, for 

the which the Lord ſaid unto the Sword, 
Sword go through the Land, and cut / of 
Man and oa from it! 


We, of this Kingdom, are as A/bke- 
Ian; we are placed on the Sea-Shore, 


and many are the Enormities which 
l ariſe 
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1 among us from ſuch our Situation. 


We are thereby enabled to extend our 


Trade to the whole known World. 
Hence flow to us, from all Quarters, 


Wealth and Riches in Abundance, 
which have been but too productive 


amongſt us of Pride and Luxury, thoſe 
certain Deſtroyers of every State and 
Kingdom, where they have been per- 
mitted to prevail and reign; which 


is, indeed, but a natural Effect of thoſe 


two Vices: For the former makes Peo- 


ple injurious and oppreſſive, and the 


other quite enervates and weakens chem, 
and-renders them quite unable to con- 


tend with thoſe Enemies their Haugh- 
tineſs and Injuſtice have raiſed, and ſo 


make them fall, at laſt, Victims to 


their Indignation and Fury. It is to 


be looked upon as a happy Circum- 


ſtance in the preſent VT,” that this 


E 2 Nation, 
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Nation, however proud and haughty 
it may be, has not drawn it upon 'it- 
ſelf. by any Injury or Injuſtice it has 
done thoſe Powers who are riſen up 
againſt us. The Fault in this Reſpe& 

is on their Side, and this muſt turn to 
our Advantage. But, I fear, the many 
Defeats our Forces have met with botn 
by Sea and Land, have been owing, 

amongſt other Cauſes, to the Luxury 

which reigns amongſt them. This has 
enervated and made them weak and fee- 
ble, deſpoiled them of that ſteady Cou- | 
rage and Magnanimity, which uſed to be 
the diſtinguiſhing Mark of true Engliſh- 
men; and God, with whom it is uſual 
to puniſh Vices by their natural Effects, 
hath not always thought fit to prevent 
this of Luxury from meeting with the 
Fate it is naturally ſubject to. And 
little Reaſon, indeed, we had to ex- 
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pect he ſhould, ſince herein we have 
been all of us but too juſtly puniſhed. 
For what Degree and Order of Men 
amongſt us is there, which is free from 
Luxury? A Vice, which uſed to. be. 
_ conlined to the Great, even the Loweſt 
now are not exempted from; inſomuch 
that even the Neceſſaries of Life are 
ſometimes given up by them for a luxu- 
rious Draught. How are moſt of us 
degenerated from that old Engliſh Plain- 
neſs, both in Dreſs and Diet,” which 
ſhewed the good Senſe of, and gave 

Strength and Spirit to our Anceſtors ? 
Then were we the Terror of all around 
us. Our Sobriety and Temperance 
gave Vigour to our Bodies, and our 
Lives being ãnſwerable to the Purity of 
our Religion, inſpired us with a Cou- 
rage not our own. For God, being 
pleaſed with our Manners, armed us 

| Ez# > with. 
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with Fortitude ; girded us with streng 1 


unto the Battle, and threw down our 
Enemies under WW n. 5 


What Effect then ought theſe Reflec- 
tions to have upon us? Should they not, 
in all Reaſon, very ſtrongly move us to 
a Reformation in theſe Reſpects? We 
ſhould then not only recover our former 
Strength of Body, and Vigour of Mind; 
not only be leſs terrified at the Appre- 
henſion or Approach of any Enemy, 
but alſo avoid many other Evils and 
great Inconveniences which our Pride. 
and Luxury bring upon us. In what 
Difficulties are many Perſons involved, 
by imitating their Superiors in Station 
and Fortune! And then to what Temp- | 
tations are they expoſed, and even ſome- 
times almoſt forced to comply with 
Hence it in, that we ſee ſo many Perſons, 
natu- 
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naturally of good Principles, of pious 
and virtuous Diſpoſitions, reduced to be 


the Tools of other Peoples Baſeneſs, and 


Promoters of Projects they themſelves 
have the greateſt Averſton to. Strange 


it is, that Men of Senſe ſhould thus 


ſuffer themſelves to be carried away by 


the Stream of Faſhion and Folly, even. 


contrary to the Checks and Admonit- 
tions of their own Minds; that they 
ſhould chooſe to live in a continual. 
Courſe of Self. Condemnation. I know 
of no State of Life ſo wretched as is 
that of ſuch an one, when all a Man's 
Rellections upon his paſt Conduct mult 
end in Shame and Remorſe. How con- 


trary to this is the Life of thoſe Few, 


who live according to the Rules of 


right Reaſon and Religion! With what 


Pleaſure do they ſee their honeſt In- 
duſtry crowned with Succeſs | What 


E 4. _ 
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| Satisfaction do they feel from eaſy Cir 
cumſtances. With what Chearfulneſs 
do they receive and converſe with their 
Friends? What Quicknels of Spirits 
are they always bleſſed with from their 
Temperance and Sobriety ! How ready, 
as well as able, are they to ſuccour and 
relie ve the Diſtreſſed! How grateful is 

it to them to find themſelves enabled, 

by their Wiſdom and Prudence, to 

ſerve their Country, and recommending 
themſelves to the Eſteem and Affection 
of their Fellow- Creatures! But above 
all, Ho delightful is it to them to re- 
flect, that they are employed in dil- 
charging that Part which God has aſ- 
ſigned to them in this Life, and pre- 
paring and qualifying themſelves there- 
by for that eternal State of perfect 
Happineſs which he has provided for 
them in the Life to come. And can 
we 


we want then any further Motives to 


join with theſe, though of the ſmaller - 
Number? They are not, therefore, the 


leſs valuable. It is the Rarity makes 


the Jewel; and if Diamonds were as 
common as Pebbles, How greatly would 
they fall in their Value? Only there is 
this Difference in the Compariſon, that 
we ſhall not leſſen the Value of good 

Men by increaſing the Number. For 
how many ſoever they are, each one 
will ſtill be of the ſame Eſteem in the 
Sight of God. The Reaſon is, becauſe 
ſuch are valuable in themſelves, where- 
as other Things owe the greateſt Part 


of their Price to the Fancies and Hu- 


mours of vain Men, 


1 We line lately” beheld the melan- 
choly Effects of a contrary Conduct. 
How: many Perſons have involved them 
T9 
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ſelves in Guilt and Miſery by 1 
and its Attendants, who were naturally 
Men of noble and generous Minds, 
and endowed with ſuch Parts and Abi- 
lities, as, if duly exerted and applied, 
might have made them the Ornaments 
and Boaſt of their Country ! But by 
waſting their Fortunes in Rioting and 
Extravagance, they became deſperate, 
and joined with a Parcel of Ruffians, 
whom before they deſpiſed; and in Ac- 
tions the moſt abhorrent from ther 
Nature. This produced a ſtrange 
Change in them; and that Nobleneſs 
and Generoſity of Nature, degenerating 
into Pride, darkened their Reaſon in 
ſuch a Manner, that rather than own 
themſelves to have been in the Wrong, 
all their Endeavours were to palliate 
what they had done, and perſuade 
themſelves and others, that the Cauſe 


Was 
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was juſt they engaged in. And, as if 
Repentance and Confeſſion of Sin, as 
if a humble and. devout Deportment at 
the Hour of Death, were Arguments 
of a mean Mind, and unbecoming a 
Soldier; and as if a bold and daring 
Spirit were to paſs for Innocence and 
Bravery, they ruſn into their Creator's 
Preſence, as if they were indeed to take 
Heaven by Force. But, ſuppoſing the 
Cauſe juſt they fought and died for; Was 


ſuch a Behaviour becoming? We do 


not find that the Martyrs of old, whoſe 
Lives were pious and good, and whoſe 
Cauſe was molt indiſputably juſt, ever: 
behaved 'in ſuch a Manner. On the 
Contrary, they offered up their Souls to 
God with Modeſty and Humility, as 
Perſons thoroughly ſenſible, how much 
the beſt of Men ſtand in Need of Mer- 
cy at the Hands of God. If theſe 
E66 e Y 
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Perſons had made a due Recollection of 
their paſt Lives, they would not have 
ſeemed ſo perfect to themſelves, as by 


their Behaviour in their laſt Moments 


they would have us think they were. 
Some of them had taken the Oaths to 
the preſent Government; and in the 


moſt ſolemn Manner abjured that very 


Perſon they took up Arms for. And 
yet we hear them making no Mention 
of their Perjury ; which ſurely, had 


they entertained a juſt Senſe of the Hei- 


nouſneſs of that Crime, they muſt have 
done, under what Neceſſity ſoever they 
might before haye thought themſelves 


bound to break through them, Per- 


jury is a Crime of ſo baſe a Nature, 
ſo offenſive in the Sight both of God 
and Man, that one would have thought, 
they mult, with Tears, have then ac- 
knowledged their Sin therein, and pub- 
licly 
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licly have aſked Pardon for it. God 
knows the State of their Souls ; to his 
Mercy we leave them : Oaly let us take- 
heed not to be miſled by them, or to 
think their Cauſe the better, becauſe 

they met the Puniſhment of their Re- 
bellion with ſuch ſeeming Courage and 
Reſolution, Innocence is not always 
the Ground of . outward Confidence; i 
por is it any Breach of Chriſtian Cha- 
rity to ſuſpect the Ground of ſuch ap- 
pearing Confidence, in Caſes where 
Crimes are public and notorious, and 
no public Confeſſion or Acknowledg- 
ment made of them, They would fain, 
have us think their Puniſhment very 
| hard and ſevere, though agreeable tothe 
known Laws of their Country; and 
though they avowed the ſame Princi- 
ples to the laſt ; though they ſhewed no 
Change of Mind, or any Repentance 
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or Concern for what they had done; 
yay, though they declared they would 
act the fame Part over again, were it 
in their Power. How then could it be 
prudent or conſiſtent with our own 
Safety, to let ſuch Perſons looſe upon 
us again, who threatened our Ruin in 
ſo open a Manner? The greater their 
Abilities were, the more neceſſary it 
was to guard againſt them. But let 
them compare it with the Uſage ſome of 
them met with from the Perſon whoſe 
Oauſe they eſpouſed. How did he, with 
a moſt ungenerous and unheard of Bar- 
barity, place them in ſuch a Situation, 
as that they muſt die either by the 
Sword, or the Hand of Juſtice ? ' This 
he expoſed Multitudes to without Re- 
morſe or Pity. Hereby he ſhewed the 
Love and Regard: he bore to Enzliſh- 
men; and thereby we may ſee, what we 
Tot | were 
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were to expect, if he had ſucceeded in 
his Enterprize. This, ſurely, ſhould 
open all our Eyes, and convince us how 
_ utterly impoſſible it is, that ever we 
ſhould be preſerved in the Enjoyment 
of our civil and religious Rights, un- 
der the Government of a pretended 
Prince, who has treated his own Fol- 
lowers in ſo diſhonourable, treacherovs 
and cruel a Manner. Our gracious So- 
vereign has made no more Examples 
than were abſolutely neceſſary, to deter 


others from the like Crimes, and fe- 


cure the Peace and Safety of our Com- 
munity. The Number he has taken 
off, bear no Proportion, not even to 
the Number of thoſe who were expoſed 
to certain Death, by the Man they 
tought for, and much leſs to the Num- 
ber of all thoſe who have been con- 
cerned in this Rebellion. ; 


And 
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And can we then this Day remain 
unmoved, when the Sword be yet un- 


theathed, and our Enemies are ſtill en- 
deavouring to place this Tyrant over 
us? What Judgment is there more 


dreadful that can come upon us? We 


are threatened, indeed, with a very 


grievous one, by a Diſtemper which 
now rages amongſt our Cattle, and by 


Worms or Cankers, which have al- 
ready deſtroyed, and go on ſtill de- 
vouring the Fruits of our Ground. But 


even a Famine, and its Attendant the 


Peſtilence, are not ſo fatal, and not ſo 
much to be dreaded by us, as a King- 
Y dom, as this which we have been long 


endeavouring to keep off from us, 
Such was David's Judgment of the Ty- 
ranny of Man, when he ſaid, Let us 


fall now into the Hand of the Lord, 
(for his Mercies are great) and let me 


a9 
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not fall into the Hand of Man. For 
thoſe Judgments are perſonal, and. of 
ſhort Continuance; but when once a 
tyrannick Government be ſet up; when 
once that of Popery and arbitrary 
Power be fixed upon us, no one can 
tell when that will end; not only we 
ourſelves, but our lateſt Poſterity may 
groan under it. Let us then cry migh- 
tily unto the Lord, that he may ſave 
us; that he may ſtill deliver us from 
all thoſe grie vous Calamities, which are 
now ſet in array againſt us, and threaten 
us on every Side. Let us give a Part 
of our Subſtance to the Poor, as an Of- 
fering and Acknowledgment to God of 
his Preſervation of us hitherto, and to 
engage his future Protection of us. 
But above all let us put away thoſe 
Sins which have provoked the Lord 
to ſend his Sword againſt us; and ma- 


nifeſt 
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nifeſt the Regard we have for his pure 
and uncorrupted Faith, by conforming 
and regulating our Lives according to 
it; leſt, as we are taught in the Goſ- 
pel for this Day's Solemnity, our Fate 
ſhould reſemble that of the Fig- Tree. 
After three Years Trial without Fruit, 
the Maſter allowed it but one Year 
more, and then, if it bore no Fruit, 

down it was to go. We have now 
been tried ſeven Years. It concerns us 
then highly, that we at Length bring 
forth Fruit, leſt a Sentence of Extirpa- 
tion proceeds againſt us, Let us then 

turn unto the Lord with all our Hearts; 
let us bring forth Fruits meet for Re- 
pentance, ſo will our God take a Plea- 
ſure in us; lend a favourable Ear to 
our Prayers; drive away all thoſe dread- 

ful Evils of which we are afraid; pre- 
ſerve to us our excellent King and 
| Govern- 
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Government ; eſtabliſh us in Peace and 
Proſperity, and at Chriſt's ſecond Com- 
ing to judge the World,. place us in a 
State of perfect Joy and Happineſs for 

evermore; which, that we may render 
ourſelves worthy of, God of his infinite 
Mercy grant us his Grace and Aſſiſt- 
ance, for Jeſus Chriſt's Sake, our only 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 5 
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Conſcience, the Voice of God within 
us, to govern and direct our Actions. 


PREACHED "WM 


St. John's Moddermarket, ful the 19th 


AND AT 


St. Peter's "I * Ang 995 1 747 


Micah \ vi. 8. 8 
He bath ſhewed thee, O Man, what is 
Food, 


Wursr Men are diſputing about 
the true Foundation of Morality, 
and the Obligations they are under to 
the Practice of it, we find the Sub- 
ſtance often loſt or neglected in the ea- 
ger Purſuit of their own Fancies. Some 
found Moral: biry upon what they call the 

moral! 


„ 
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moral Senſe; upon an fin 3 


probation of right, and Abhorrence of 


wrong; prior to all Refle&iop on their 
Nature, or their Conſequences; upon 
that diſcerning Faculty, which, they 


ſay, God has placed in every Man, 


whereby he can, upon all Occaſions, 


judge what is right, and what not. 
Others place it in thoſe eternal Rela- 
tions, and eſſential Differences of Things, 
which, they imagine, muſt lay open to 
every one, and be the only ſufficient 
Rule, to direct us in the Knowledge, 
and conſequently in the Obſervance of 


our Duty. Now theſe, indeed, we might 
acquieſce in, if we had no further Light 
than what the Dictates of natural Rea- 


ſon could afford. The Heathens, as the 


Apoſtle ſays, (Rom. | It. 14,1 having = 
not the Law, were a Law unto them 


ſelves; their Conſcience bearing . itneſs to 


that 
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that Law, they amongſt themſelves, in 
che Reaſoning of their own Minds, ac- 
ciſing or excuſing one another. But how 
imperfect that was; how unable to ſe- 
cure the Practice of Morality, is not 
only ſeen by the Hiſtory of thoſe. 
Nations, who were under that Guide, 
but by the very Treatiſes and Syſtems 
of moral Philoſophy, which the greateſt 
Men amongſt them have left us; and 
yet thoſe carry Matters much higher 
than ever their Practice roſe to. It is 


inconſiſtent with the required Brevity of _ 


this Diſcourſe to mention Particulars. 
Thoſe who are acquainted with the 
Writings of the Gentile World, know 
the Truth of what I fay; and thoſe who 
are not, would find little Service from 
the Knowledge of them, however the 
minute Philoſophers of the preſent Age 
take Care to retail amongſt us, what- 

835 Eber 
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ever they find in thoſe admired Mo- 


raliſts. Now did their Endeavours pro- 


ceed from a Deſire of diſplaying and 
commending the Abilities and Induſtry 
of thoſe illuſtrious Men of Antiquity, 


which were truly admirable, conſider- 
ing the Light they enjoyed, we are as 
ready as they can be, to give them the 


ſame juſt Eſteem and Commendation. 
But when they extol them to the Preju- 
dice of Revelation, and prefer their nar- 
row Schemes to the extenſive Views of 


the Goſpel, we can but pity their Fol- 


ly, and ſhall leave them by themſelves, 


to wander in that Darkneſs they are ſo. 55 


fond of, and continue to direct our own 


Steps by the glorious Light communi- 
cated to us hy our bleſſed Saviour. By 


him God hath. Gowed us what is good z 


the Meaſures of our Duty are by Him 
molt clearly and convincingly ſet forth | 
| and 
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and explained to us, and our Well-be. 
ing here, and our Happineſs hereafter 
moiſt evidently made appear to ariſe 
from and depend upon our Practice of 


them. In the Revelations he has left 
us of the Divine Will, we ſee the eter- 
nal Relations and eſſential Differences 
of Things diſplayed ; the moral Senſe 


in us, thoſe Powers and Faculties, 
whereby we are enabled to diſcern be- 


tween good and evil, wonderfully im- 
proved and enlarged ; and our acting 
according to them ſhewed to be no 
other than performing the Will of God. 
He was the Author of all thoſe Rela- 
tions and eſſential Differences of Things: 
He it was who placed in us that moral 
Senſe, thoſe Powers and Faculties, 
whereby we diſtinguiſh between good 
and evil; and, therefore, that which 


will make all our Conduct truly pious 


f and 
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and virtuous, is, in whatſoever we do, 
doing all to the Glory of God: That ie, 
when we act according to all thoſe Re- 
lations and Differences of Things ; . 
when we behave agreeably to our mo- 
ral Senſe, thoſe natural Notions we have 
of good and evil; if our ultimate 
End and Deſign be to do thereby what 
we know is pleaſing to God, we therein 
add a Worth to our beſt Actions, and 
make thoſe virtuous in a chriſtian Senſe, 

which would be otherwiſe only right. : 


For we are to conſider, we are not 
now upon the Foot which Heathens 
were, Their chief End was to recom- 
mend themſelves to the Efteem and Ve- 
neration of the World, Fog. from 
4 48 to the ſecret Moxives of their Adi ions, 
they were little con cerned about them, 
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and thought it ſufficient, if they were 
good and beneficial to their Fellow- 


Creatures. As to the ſupreme Being, 


they ſaw not how his Glory or 18 
were concerned in what was here done 


below; and therefore it is no Wonder 


they had it not in View in what they 


did. But we are better taught: The 
Goſpel informs us, at 3 We eat 
or drink, or whatſcever we do, ce ſhould 
do all 10 the Glory of God. Not only 


the moſt heroic, virtuous and pious Ac- 


tions may be made by us to redound to 
his Honour and Glory, but even Ac- 
tions of the moſt indifferent Nature and 
ſmalleſt Moment. By having it in our 
Intention, and that being our Motive 
m them, 'to Pleaſe and do honour to 
our God, we give a Worth to them, 
whilſt, by the ſame Means, we add a 


Luſtre to Actions truly excellent and 


n 
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valuable in themſelves. We do, indeed, 


what is grateful to our Minds, when 


we act according to the Dictates of that : 
moral Senſe, that inſtinctive Approba- 
tion of Right, and Abhorrence of 


Wrong, placed in us by our all-wiſe 
Creator. And when we comply with 


| the effential Differences of Things, we 
promote the Order and Harmony of the 
Univerſe. But then only we entitle 
ourſelves to Reward ; then only are we 
Chriſtians pleaſing in the Sight of God, 
when we do all this in Obedience to 


his divine Will, with a View to his Ho- 
nour and Glory. 


But in theſe three Motives of Action, 
who can help admiring the Goodneſs 
and Wiſdom of God, who graciouſſy 
reſpecting the Imperfections of human 


Nature, the Weakneſs of his Reaſon, 
F 2 | and 
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12 SERMON XI. 
and the Violence of his Paſſions, hatk 


been pleaſed thus to give three different 
Incitements to the Pract of Virtue, 


that Men of all Ranks, Conſtitutions, 


and Educations, might find their Ac- 
count in one or other of them; ſome- 


ching that would hit their Palate, ſatis- 


fy their Reaſon, or ſubdue their Wills. 
The firſt Principle, which is the moral 


Senſe, would ſtrongly operate upon 


thoſe, who, by the exact Temperature 
and Ballance of the Paſſions, were diſ. 
engaged enough to feel the Delicacy 
and Excellence of moral Senſe; and had 


an Elegance of Mind to be charmed 
with the Nobleneſs of its Dictates. The 


ſecond, which is the eſſential Differ- 


ence, is calculated to have its Weight 


with the Speculative, the abſtracted and 
profound Reaſoners, and on all thoſe 


who excel in the Knowledge of Man- 
kind. 
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Lind. And the Third, which reſolves 
itſelf into the Will of God, and takes 
in all the Conſequences of Obedience 
and Diſobedience, is adapted to all 
Men. The firſt Two were the Princi- 
ples which the Healbens had to incite 

and guide them to Virtue ; and from 

thoſe: few, who were influenced by: 
them, we find very pleaſing and ra- 

| tional Effects. But they themſelves 
aw the Weakneſs and Inſufficiency of 
them, to the engaging the Generality of 
Mankind in the conſtant Practice of 
moral Duties. Mens Deſires after Plea- 
ſure and Profit they found too ſtrong 
to be governed and reſtrained by that 
inſtinctive Approbation they had of 
right, and their as natural diſapprov- 
ing of what was wrong. When them 
lelves, indeed, were the injured Per- 
ſons, they diſcovered plainly the Ex- 
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cellency of the one, and the Baſeneſs 
of the other ; but when the Caſe was 
contrary, and they were purſuing their 


own Gratification or Advantage to the 
Detriment or Oppreſſion of others, they 


were then deaf to the Dictates of the 
moral Senſe, and became inſenſible to 
its Checks and Remonſtrances. Nor 
had the eſſential Difference a more con- 
ſtant Effect even with the ſpeculative, 
the abſtracted and profound Reaſoners; 
however, in their ſober Thoughts and 


retired Meditations, they ſaw and were 


convinced that the doing what was 
right, tended to the ſupporting Order 


and Harmony in the World; and that 


Ruin and Confuſion followed a contrary 
Conduct; yet, upon any ſtrong Temp- 
tation, when they had any favourite 
Scheme to bring about, and a Devia- 


tion from their Rules ſeemed neceſſary, 


they 
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 rhey little regarded, we find, what be- 
came of the eſſential Relation and Dif- 
ference of Things, but leaving the Au- 


tho» of Nature to take Care of and 
Support his own Work, purſued the 
Purpoſe they had in View ſteadily and 
reſolutely. They were often Sufferers 


themſelves by ſuch Meaſures, and that 


frequently brought them to Reflection: 


And hence aroſe a Deſire and Endeavour. 
to prevent, if it might be, the like 


= Manner of Proceeding in others. To 
this we owe the many Syſtems of Mo- 


rality and Exhortations to Virtue, left 
us by the Heathen Moraliſts. But lit- 
tle did it avail with the Generality of 
Mankind to be put in Mind what paſſ- 
ed within their own Breaſts. Virtue, 


without a Dowry, had not Charms ſuf- 


ficient in itſelf to get Admittance, when 


Vice came with the Allurements of 
F 4 fun 
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116 SERMON XII. 
Pleaſure, and Diſhoneſty ſhewed the 
Way to Riches and Honour. How of- 
ten ſoever they had inculcated upon 
them a Regard to the public Good, 
which abſolutely depended upon the Ob- 
ſervance of what was juſt and right, and 
abſtaining from all Wrong and Oppreſ- 
ſion, yet reſpect to their own private 
Emolument proved too ſtrong for ſuch : 
abſtracted Conſiderations to prevail with 

them. They, therefore, found it neceſ- 
ſary to call in other Motives to effect 
what thoſe we have mentioned were too 
weak for. This made them have Re- 
courſe to the Doctrine of a future 


1 State, to which their Minds were di- 


rected, it is probable, by ſome divine 
Influence. _ But nevertheleſs they who 
taught it, did not always believe what 
themſelves inculcated. However, it 
| feemed ſo agreeable to Reaſon and the 
natura! 
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ee Notions they had of Things, 
chat moſt, Men were quickly affected by 
it, and thoſe who at firſt taught it with- 
out believing it, became, ſome of them, 
ſo perſuaded of it, that they were not 2 
little moved by it in the Conduct of 
their own Lives. And yet their not 
being abſolutely certain of it, made 
them very frequently unable to reſiſt 
any ſtrong Temptation which courted 
them to the Gratification of their Senſes 
_ or: ambitious Views; and much leſs 
could they be prevailed upon to ſtand 
their Ground, if they muſt expoſe 
themſelves for the Sake of Virtue to 


"909 very great E vils or grievous Hard- 


5 Y 8 „ our Condition is 
greatly ſuperior...” Life and Immortality 
are brought to perfect Light by the 


F. 5 omg 
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Goſpel. In that we have be Promiſe, 
not only of the Life that now is, but 
alſo of that which is. to come. God 
hath therein plainly ſpewed us what is 


 Goed, what will moſt probably redound 


to our Well-being here; but moſt cer- 
tainly that which will ſecure to us eter- 
nal Happineſs hereafter. This it be- 
comes us, therefore, to acquaint our- 
ſelves with, and rejoice in. This we 
ought ever to have grateful Thoughts 
of in our Minds; and raiſe and fix in 
our Souls ſuch a juſt Senſe of its great 
and infinite Moment and Importance to 
us, that we may never loſe Sight or be 
unmindful of it; but in all out Con- 
duct act with a View to it, that we may 
not finally miſs of it. The Way and 
Means thereto is, not to entangle and 
diſtract our Minds with the various Diſ- 
putes and * among Mankind, 
about 
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about what Principles they ſhall found 
Morality upon, but apply ourſelves to 
the Practice of the Thing itſelf ; hear- 


kening to the Motives and Dictates of 


God's bleſſed Spirit, either in ourſelves, 


or in the Revelations he has been gra- 


ciouſly pleaſed to give us of his Will. 


For God does in both ſhew us what is 


Good, and if we will attend impartially 


to what they teach and ſuggeſt to us, 


our Behaviour will be ſuch, upon all 
Occaſions, as we ſhall approve in our 


own Thoughts, and know to be. plea- 
ſing in the Sight of God. God's Mer- 
cy is over all his Works. Ip every Ani- | 


mal he hath implanted ſuch an Inſtin&, | 


as directs it to the greateſt Good it is 


capable of. And the like he has done | 


for Man. In us he hath placed, what 


Philoſophers call, the moral Senſe; and 


the divine Wiritings, Conſcience. It is 


F. 6 | by 
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1 SERMON XI. 
| by that we ſee and approve of what is 


Right, and naturally diſlike that which 
is Wrong. This Inſtinct every one of 
us will find, upon Reflection, to have 


been at firſt very ſtrong in us, and in 
ſcarce any is it deprived of its whole 


Force; 3 however, from a long Courſe . 
of Vice and Wickedneſs, ſome Men 


may have grown deaf to its Dictates. 
It is the ſtill ſmall Voice of God ſpeak- 


ing in us, ſhewing to us continually 


what is Good ; | OY before 51 and 


minding us of the Peace and Happineſs 


to which it leads. When we be tempt- 
ed to deviate from its Paths, to do that 
which is wrong or unjuſt, hard or op- 


preſſive, it checks and pulls us back; 
it ſuggeſteth to us how baſe and unwor- 
thy of us ſath Actions are; how de- 
ſtructive of our preſent Well-being and 

Satis- 
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Satisfaction of Mind; how inconſiſtent | 
with our Hopes of eternal Happineſs | 
hereafter, 


The Voice of God then in us, it be- 
hoves us greatly to attend to: For that 
is ever with us, always at Hand to in- 
cite us to that which is Good, and di- 
vert us from all Evil. When we obey 
its Directions, our own Mind will com- 

mend and applaud us; as they will ſe- 

verely reproach and condemn us, when 
we willingly and deliberately act con- 
trary to them. There are, moſt cer- 
tainly, eſſential Differences of Things. 
Some Things have different Relations, 
different Reſpects or Proportions to- 
wards others. It is as plain that ſome 
Circumſtances are fit and ſuitable to 
certain Perſons, and others unfit and 


improper, founded in the Nature of 
Things 
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Things, and the Qualifications of Per- 
ſons. And hence it follows, that un- 
leſs we behave according to thoſe dif. 
ferent Relations and Reſpects, both in 
Perſons and Things, we run counter to 
the Will of God, who hath cauſed ſuch 
different Relations, Reſpects and Cir- 
cumſtances. The divine Will itſelf is 
exerciſed and exerted, as far as we can 
perceive it, in a Manner agreeable to 
the ſame; in an exact Conformity to 
the Rules of Juſtice, Equity, Good- 
neſs and Truth. And therefore Men 
who write upon this Subject, call thoſe 
the Rules of his Actions. But whether 
it be right and becoming Creatures to 
ſpeak of their Creator in the Stile they 
ſpeak of one another, I leave them to 
conſider. But, for my Purpoſe, it is 
ſufficient to ſay, that all his Dealings 
with us, are ever good and equitable, 
ex- 
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| exactly fitted to the Nature and Reaſon . 
of Things, and the Relations, Circum- 
ſtances, and Qualifications of Perſons. . 


And therefore, as they are ſo, What 


better Example can we follow ? What | 
Being can we ſo well i imitate ? Whatever 
we do in Conformity to ſuch his E xample 
muſt moſt certainly be right and beſt. Be 
ye holy, for Tam holy, 1s his own Precept 
to us, his Creatures; the moſt forcible 
Argument and engaging Motive poſſible 
toa virtuous and holy Life, The Imita- 
tion of himſelf 1s whathe therein recom- 
mendeth to us. But wherein has he ſet 
us an Example ? We need only open 
our Eyes, and look about us, and we 
ſee the Effects of his working on 
every Side, His perfect Rectitude, 
Equity, and Goodneſs, he has diſplay- 
eqd in his Creation and Government of 
this World; in the Order of Things 
and 
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and Deſignation . . turning 
all the Schemes and Projects of Man- 
kind to one great End and Deſign: 
Giving. an Opportunity to all his faith- 
ful Servants, by the Exerciſe of all mo- 
ral and chriſtian Virtues, to recommend 
themſelves to his Love and Favour, and 
qualify themſelves for a perfect State 
of Joy and Happineſs to all Eternity. 
That by reſembling him here in thole 
his moral Perfelticns. we may. likewiſc 
for ever reſemble him in- the natural 
Effects of them, that inward Peace of 
Mind and Self-Approbation, the ſure 
Source of true Felicity. The Happi- 
"neſs of God himſelf ariſeth from his 
perfect Rectitude, Equity and Good- 
neſs. The Angels partake of the ſame 
_ Happineſs in Proportion as they reſem- 
ble him in thoſe Perfections; and ſo 
ſhall we too, if, aftes their Example, we 
| be 
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be juſt, good and holy in all our Ways. 
That Change of Place can never make 
us happy is plain from hence, that 
Happineſs does not ariſe from any out- 
ward Circumſtance, but from the in- 
ward State and Reflection of our own 
Minds. Hew frequently do we ſee 
People wretched in the moſt ſtately Pa- 
| laces, adorned with all that the Art and 
Ingenuity of Man can contrive, heed- 


leſſiy paſſing by the moſt beautiful Fur- 


niture, and moſt exquiſite Paintings, 
uneaſy and diſcontented in themſelves, 
becauſe deſtitute of all that ſweet Re- 
poſe, which a good and clear Conſci- 
ence can only give. It is this alone 
which can make us enjoy ourſelves here, 
and which can make Heaven itſelf a 
State of Happineſs to us hereafter. For 
Goodneſs and Happineſs are, indeed, 
but ſynonimous Terms, or Words de- 
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126 SERMON XII. 
*A9ting the ſame Thing. In this Reſpe&t 
alone we are capable of reſembling God, 
whilſt we be in this World. His Power 
and Know ledge we cannot, in any De- 
gree worth mentioning, imitate or copy 
after: But when we do any Thing 
which is right, juſt or good, we reſem- 
ble him in that which is moſt beneficial 
and profitable to ourſelves, and which. 
is moſt amiable and plealing in his 
Sight. What Folly and Perverſeneſs. 
then is it in moſt of us to neglect that 
Way alone, whereby we can be like 
God, and: vainly aim. at thoſe Perfec- 
tions, which the Faculties of our Souls 
are not capacious enough to compre- 
hend, nor the Powers of our Bodies in 
any conſiderable Meaſure ſufficient to ar- 
rive at. And yet no Bounds, we are apt 
to think, can be put to our Advances 
in Knowledge, The Topicks which 
art. 
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are level to our Capacities we deſpile, 
and nothing will ſatisfy us, unleſs, like 
the Holy Spirit, we be allowed to ſearch 
all Things, even the deep Things of 


God. So wiſe we are in our own Eyes, 


that we ſcorn to have our Underſtand- 
ings preſcribed to by the Preconcep- 


tions of others, how divinely ſoever in- 
ſpired. And when, in the Revelations 
of God's Will, we find ſome Things 


propoſed as the Objects of our Faith, 
which, concerning or appertaining to 


his divine Nature, our finite Capacities 
cannot comprehend, we are unwilling 


to ſuſpect our own Want of Ability, 
but, | following the Dictates of our own 
Pride and Vanity, impiouſly chooſe ra- 


ther to reject the Doctrine, than aſſent 


to the Truth of what we find above our 
Reaſon. But let us conſider whether 
this be acling according to our own 


Prin. 
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Principles, which we boaſt ſo much of. 
We allow, that there are Differences of 
Things and different Relations, Re- 
ſpects or Proportions of ſome Things 

towards others . That there are Differ- 

ences of Beings and Perſons, and a 
conſequent Behaviour from the one to 
the other fit and ſuitable ; and our act- 
ing contrary thereto, is an Offence to | 

Reaſon, and therefore wrong, and. 
which we cannot help pronouncing 
ſuch in the Judgment of our own- 

= Minds ; the moral Senſe within. us im- 
. mediately diſreliſhing, diſapproving, 
and condemning it. Now let us try the 

Matter in Hand by theſe Poſitions 

which we are all agreed in. 


| God exificd from all Eternity; his 

1 Power is infinite; for all Things were 

made by him; in particular he was our | 
Creator. 
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Treator. He it was who firſt brought 
us into Being; from him we received 
our Reaſon, and all the Powers and Fa- 
culties of our Souls. That God, there- 
fore, is infinitely ſuperior to Men is as 
clear, as that Infinity is larger than a 
Point, or Eternity longer than a Mo- 
| ment. And what can be more fit, 
more agreeable to the Relation of Crea- 
tures, which we ſtand in to him, than 
to give Credit to what he tells us, to 
honour and worſhip, to obey and imi- 
tate him. We are entirely dependent 
upon him; he can do with us what he 
pleaſeth ; and he, on the Contrary, can 
in no Reſpect, receive any Advantage 
from us. All Things are in his Power ; 
and, therefore, he can have no Temp- 
tation to uſe, upon any Occaſion, De- 
ceit or Injuſtice. No Reaſon, then, can 
de aſened, why he ſhould reveal to us 
any 
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any Thing which is not true, or re- 
quire our Belief or Acknowledgement 
of it; and we can moſt certainly incur 
no Detriment, by complying with what 
he requires of us. He hath fhewed thee, 
O Man, what is goed. Conſider that he 
is God, and thou art Man. He knows 
what is good for thee, and has pointed 
cout the Way whereby thou mayeſt be 
happy, and whereby alone thou canſt be 
| fo. What then is the Reſult of this Ar- 

gument? Surely nothing leſs than that 
we ſhould ſubmir ourſelves to his Di- 
rection; that it is our bounden Duty to 
give our unfeigned Aſſent without Re- 
ſerve to every Thing he ſhall require 
our Belief of; and that it muſt be our 
Wiſdom and Happineſs to guide our- 
ſelves in that and all other J hings ac- 
cording to his expreſs Will and Plea- 
ſure. So plainly do we ſee in what 

Bounds 
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Bounds it becomes us to reſtrain our 
Purſuits after Knowledge. But then 
as to our imitating or aiming at the 
Power of the Almighty, I believe, we 
may be ſafely left to our own Endea- 
yours. The Fruitleſſneſs of our At- 
tempts will quickly convince us of our 
Weaknefs and Folly. What then re- 
mains, but that we keep © ourſelves. 
within our own Sphere; not pretend 
% be wiſe above cob is coritten. But 
as God has fhewed ns what is god, 
therein employ ourſelves; and what is 
that, but zo fear God and heep his Com- 
mandments ; for in them is placed the 
Whole of Man; the Whole of his 
Duty, the Whole of his Happineſs. 
Leaving, therefore, the Diſputers of 
this World to their own vain Fan- 
cies, let us follow that which will 
not fail to give us Eaſe and Comfort 


in 
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in this Life, and improve and end i in 


perfect Happineſs in that which is to 


come. Which, God of his infinite 
Mercy grant, may be the Lot of all 
who hear me this Day, for the Sake 
and Merits of his eternal and only be- 


: gotten Son, Jeſus Chriſt, our moſt 


bleſſed Redeemer - and Saviour; to 
whom, with the Father- and the Holy 
Spirit, Three Perſons and One eter- 
nal God, be aſcribed, as is moſt 


juſtly due, of us and all Men, all 
Love, Honour and Obedience, Might, 
Majeſty and Dominion, Adoration, 


Praiſe and Thankſgiving, both now, 


| and through each ſucceeding Period 
5 of Time, to al Eternity.“ Amen. 
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The Miniſters of Chriſt are the 45 
baſſadors of Chriſt. Tot 


Preached at St. Peter's Mancroft, on n St 
Luke's 2 21 OZober 18, M 


2 Corinthigns We. 0 „% 


Now then we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 


a4 though God did beſeech you by us : . 
We pray you in Chriſt's Sead be * | 
reconciled to God. 


I* the two Feria and following 

Chapters our Apoſtle juſtifies, by 
various Arguments, his Plainneſs of 
Speech, and his Sincerity in preaching 
the Goſpel. In the Verſe before my Text 


de gives us, in a ſhort Compendium, the 


Ve. B. * 5 Sum 
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by his Sufferings, Death, and Interceſ- 
zin Chriſt, we are to underſtand the Per- 
ſon of the Father being in the Son, ac- 


Saviour; I am in the Father, and the Fa- 
tber in me; for otherwiſe the Expreſ- 


underſtand by thoſe Words that the di- 


the Son, that, as St. Jobn ſaith, he who 


Hence is the bleſſed Jeſus to us the 


mac Emanuel, that 25 God with us, This 
18 


3 Sum of the Goſpel; to wit, hat God 
WP was in Obriſt, reconciling the World unto 
himſelf, not imputing their Treſpajſes unto © 
"them. Wherein we are to obſerve, firſt, 
that Cod was in Chrift z and then, that 


ſion, he reconciled the World unto bim. 
| By the former Expreſſion, that God was 


cording to that Saying of our bleſſed 


ſion had been improper, if we ſhould 


wine Nature of Chriſt was in him. 
But the Truth is, the Father was ſo in 


bath the Son, hath the Father alſo. 
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| 


is the Advent or Coming, of God unto 


Men. For God was not in Chriſt, as 
he was formerly in the Prophets but 
the F ather Was truly in the Son, recon- 


ciling the World unto himſelf. This 
denotes the Office of Chriſt, his being 
the Propitiation for our Sins. For a 


Reconciliation, implies ther e having been 


a Difference; and the Cauſe of that 


Separation between God and us, was 
not any Moroſeneſs, Inconſtancy, or any 


unmerited Severity in him, but our 


manifold Sins and heinous Provoca- 
tions. Theſe made a propitiatory Sa- 


 crifice neceſſary to the replacing us in 
his Favour. For, as God is a God of 


Juſtice as well as Mercy, that Attribute 
muſt be ſatisfied by a proper Atone- 
ment, before there was Room for Par- 
don; but Man was unable, of himſelf, 
to make ſuch an Atonement, being, 
% by 


| | 
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by Sin, rendered corrupted and vile. 
The divine Goodneſs, therefore, till 
retaining an Aﬀection for the Work of 
this own Hands, from an amazing Con- 
deſcenſion gave up his own Son even to 
the Death upon the Croſs, that he 
might pay what was due from us by 
his undeſerved Sufferings, and expiate 
our Sins. Hence was God the efficient 
Cauſe of our Reconciliation with him, 
and Chriſt's Death the Means. The 
Manner whereby the Benefit thereof is 
aſſigned to us, is, by his blotting out 
our Sins, by the Blood of his Son, not 
imputing them unto us any more; but 
upon our true Repentance and Amend- 
ment of Life, treating us henceforth 
as Friends, as though we had never of- 
fended him. Being thus, therefore, 
pardoned our Sins, we are accounted 
as juſt before him. But then this might 
js : aw” 


„ 
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ave been forgotten or miſrepreſenteds, 


if left to be conveyed to us by the.un- 
certain Means of human Tradition, or 


the various Reaſonings of fallible Mor- 


tals. And therefore, ſays the Apoſtle, ; 


he hath committed unto us the Word of 


Reconciliation, that is, the Holy Scrip- 
tures, or the written Oracles of God. 


Theſe he lias directed ſucceeding Mini- 


ſters to preach and explain unto his 
People; theſe being what alone can 
make them voie unto Salvation, through 


: Faith, which is in Chriſt Jeſus. 


Now as” "Tl the Words of my 


Text, we are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt. 
But what is implied in that Expreſſion ? 
We ſhall ſee, if we conſider what the 
Office of an Ambaſſador is. And 
firſt, as an Ambaſſador repreſents and 
receives Inſtructions from his Maſter, 


G3 - how 
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how he ſhall behave in his Embaſly, ſo 
is he obliged to keep to thoſe Inſtruc- 
tions; he is neither to go beyond them, 
or fall ſhort of them. They are the 
Bounds in which he is to confine him- 
ſelf; he muſt not turn aſide either to 
the Right-Hand or to the Left. He 
muſt not preſume, upon his own Sen- 
timents or private Judgment, to de- 
mand or allow any Thing which he has 
not a Commiſſion for. This is what is 
expected and required by Princes and 
States, who are yet ſubject to Error. 
and Miſtake, and may not always ſee 
and follow their true Intereſt, How 
much ſtronger ' an Obligation then is 
there upon the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt, 
tõ conduct themfelves after the ſame 
Manner, ſince their Inſtructions are like 
the Being they receive them from, full 
and perfect, 1 juſt and 
5 good. 
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- good. Such an Ambaſſador of Chriſt 


was St. Luke, the bleſſed Evangeliſt,. 


whom we this Day commemorate. We 
have undoubted Evidence that he wrote 
by Inſpiration from above, one of the 
| Goſpels, and the Book of the Acts of 
the Apoſtles. And yet, though he was. 
himſelf one of the Seventy, ſent forth _ 
by our Lord himſelf to preach the Goſ- 
pel, had the Power of working Mira 
cles, was a Perſon of great natural and 
acquired Abilities, and accompanied St. 


Paul in his Travels and Miniſtry; not- 


withſtanding, I ſay, all this, he never 
mentions his own Name once, left 
he ſhould be ſuſpected of preaching 
himſelf, and not Chriſt Jeſus the Lord. 
But St. Paul, who was well acquainted 
with his Worth, would not let him 
_ pals thus obſcurely down to Poſterity, 
bor, by the Suggeſtion of the Holy 
G4 Spirit, 


140 SERMON XIII. 
| Spirit, has tranſmitted to us his Name, 
under the Title of, The beloved Phyfician, 
whoſe Praiſe is in the Goſpel ; alluding, 
'1t 1s probable, both to his Writings 
and his Labours, in propagating the 
_ Chriſtian Religion: And, therefore, as 
he thought himſelf obliged to keep to 
the Inſtructions he had received; doubt- 
leſs, for any of his Succeſſors in the 
Miniſtry to attempt an Addition to 
them is impious Preſumption; to di- 
0 miniſh from them, the worſt of Sacri- 
lege; both of them highly offenſive to 
God; and to Men detrimental beyond 
Expreſſion. They are the Statutes of 
Heaven, and the Laws of Eternity. 
Therein are ſet forth to us God's Af. 
fection and Good-Will, and his graci- 
ous Purpoſes towards us; the Condi- 
tions and Means of our Happineſs both 
here and hereafter. 


And 
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And to remind them of their Duty, 
to keep ſtrictly to them, at their Ordi- 
nation, when, as Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, 
| they receive their Commiſſion, the Bi- 
ſhop puts into their Hands the Bible, 
to ſhew them, that they are intruſted 
thereby, to diſpenſe the Word of God 
contained therein, and, no other, That 
it may be publicly known. what they 
are tO preach, the Oracles they receive, 
are not hidden and ſealed up, as the In- 
ſtructions of earthly Ambaſſadors, but 
open and divulged to all. The Prin- 
ces and States of this World have fre- 
- quently many Things in View which 
will not bear the Light, but require a 
great Deal of Art and Cunning to con- 
ceal the true Meaning, not being al- 
ways able to ſtand the Teſt of a juſt 
and equitable Examination. But ſuch 
is not the Caſe with the Oracles of 


ss 
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God, with which the Minifters of the 
Goſpel are intruſted, and which they 
are commanded to publiſh and explain 
unto the People. They are not the 
Productions of bare human Reaſon, he 
weak and beggarly Elements of the World: 
But the more they are ſearched into 
and examined, the more beautiful and 
excellent they appear. They dart an 
amazing Light and Rapture into the 
Souls of all who take upon them that 
delightful Work; and they who duly 
attend to them, at once with Joy re- 
ceive the divine Doctrines and heavenly 
Precepts, and find themſelves ſtrongly 
moved to engage in the Practice of that 
Religion, whe/e Ways are Ways of Plea- 
fantneſs, and all whoſe Paths are Peace: 
The Source of ſweet Content and hap- 
Py Enjoyment of ourſelyes here, and 

; 
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the ſame hereafter continued, and per- 
petually augmenting to all Eternity. 


But further ; earthly Ambaſſadors 
muſt be often changing as Circum- 
ſtances vary; muſt be ever ready to 
put on any Shape their Maſters Deſigns 
and Occaſions ſhall require, and artifi- 
cially appear what it is his Intereſt to 
be thought. And, although all their 
Meaſures be ordered, their Steps point- 
ed out, and their leaſt Advances pre- 
ſcribed by their Court, yet they will ap- 
pear as complaiſant and free in the 
moſt difficult Conteſts, as if all their 
Compliances were natural, and purely 
owing to their condeſcending Tempers. 
In fine, all their Maxims, Deſigns, 
and moſt refined Politics tend only ro 
prevent being deceived themſelves, and 
to deceive others. How different to 

G 6 I this 
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this is the Behaviour required of an 
Ambaſſador of Chriſt! He muſt not 
only appear ſtrictly good and virtuous, 
but he muſt really be what he would 
ſeem to be. Inſtead of being artful, 
inſnaring, or dark in his Conduct, he 
mult be open, plain, honeſt, and fin- 
cete. What the Lord has commanded, | 
that he muſt clearly and fairly teach 
not handling- the Word of God deceitfully ; 
not adding thereto, or diminiſoing ought 
From it. For his Lips, they are which 
ſhould, preſerve Knowledze, and the Peo- 
Ple are to receive the Law at his Mouth; 
ſezing, that he is, as the Prophet calls 
him, the Meſſenger or Ambaſſador of the 
Lord of Hoſts. If, therefore, inſtead 
of the Doctrine of Chriſt, he ſets up 
the Oracles of his own Reaſon; if hge 
lay aſide the Authority of Scripture, 
where it does not quadrate with his own 
Notions 
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Notions of Things; if he pretend to 
reconcile Men to God by any other 
Means than thoſe appointed by the Goſ- 
pel, he betrays his Truit he ceaſes to 
act as the Ambaſſador of Chriſt ; he 
rebelliouſly ſets up himſelf inſtead of 
his Maſter. 


It is, indeed, a very great Misfor- 
tune, upon any Set of Men, to fall un- 
der the Direction of ſuch erroneous 
Teachers, as it is upon thoſe Princes 
or States who are deceived by the Pro- 
miſes and Engagements of Ambaſlla- 
dors, who have gone therein beyond 
their Maſters Inſtructions, and which, 


therefore, hey find they will not ſtand 


to. But we, Chriſtians, have. an Ad- 
vantage which ſuch have not. Earthly 


Ambaſſalors may conceal their Powers; 


they can, and generally are required to 


keep 
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keep their Inſtructions ſecret. But i it is 
not thus with the Ambaſſadors of 
Chriſt. Their Inſtructions and Powers 
are all laid open to public View, and 
the People are commanded to peruſe 
and ſtudy them. If, therefore, theſe | 


| ſuffer themſelves to be deceived and 


led aſtray, it is, in a great Meaſure, 
owing to themſelves. They may bring 
the Doctrines they hear from their Mi- 
niſters 1 the Law, and to the Teſtimony. 


By them they can try, whether they be of ” 


Cod, or whether he ſpeaks of himſelf, | 


And this it concerns all Perſons to 
do. For God will not confirm what 
his Miniſters or Ambaſſadors ſhall 


teach or promiſe, for which they have 


no Authority from Holy Scripture. If 

they may ſay, Peace, Peace, when there 

bie no Peace; 1 they may promiſe For- 
8 | d iveneſs 
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giveneſs and Abſolution, upon other 
Terms than thoſe the Goſpel preſcribes; 
one may then make Faith all that is 
neceſſary to that Purpoſe, whilſt ano- 
ther may repreſent our eternal Salvation 
to depend alone upon our own Works; 
a third, in the mean Time, admitting 
neither the one nor the other, but a> 
cribing all to abfolute and uncondi- 
tional Predeftination and Election. And 
yet how different ſoever the Doctrines 
of all theſe are, each will call kimfelf 
the Miniſter and Ambattador of Chriſt. 
But by having Recourſe to the Holy 
Seriptures, we ſhall ſee who it is that 
preacheth the Goſpel of Chriſt. And 
none of theſe can be juſtly angry with 
us for reſorting to thoſe Writings, and 
ſearching whether the Things they io 
teach be right or not. Since every 
Man ought to allow and make them 
1 
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the Rule of cheir Faith and Practice. 
It is too dangerous a Piece of Com- 
plaiſance, to pay an unlimited Defer- 
ence to any Man, where the Point in 
Debate is our eternal Salvation; eſpeci- 
ally when it be ſo eaſy to inform our- 
ſelves, and ſee where the Truth lies. 
Men are ſubje& to Miſtake and Error; 
are frequently under the Influence of 
Intereſt or Paſſion. Nay, the Mode or 
Faſhion ſhall ſometimes carry away 
Men, otherwiſe of good Underſtand- 
ing, ſo far as to make them quite loſe 
Sight of Truth, and follow the vaineſt 
Phantaſms of Fancy, quite oppoſite to 
the Doctrines of the Religion they pro- 
feſs. Neglecting the Holy Scriptures 
they will go to Plato and Ariſtotle, or 
ſome modern ſelſ conceited Reaſoner 
they admire, to know how far they 
ſhall be Chriſtians, 1 make no Diffi- 


culty 
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culty of rejecting any Doctrine which 


does not agtee with their Rules, and 


cannot be fathomed by their Plummets. 
Thoſe great Men amongſt the Ancients 


made excellent Uſe of the Underſtand- 
ing and Light they enjoyed. But it is 
worth our while to obſerve that Socrates, 
' whoſe Diſcourſes Plato has tranſmit- 


ted down to us, was ſo very ſenſible of 
the Weakneſs of unaſſiſted Reaſon, that 
he earneſtly expreſſeth his Deſire, atter 


| ſome clearer Information, inſpired, as 
it were, from above with the Hopes 
and Expectation of a divine Meſſenger. 


Thoſe Men were ſo far from being like 


| ſome of our modern Reaſoners, that 
they would have received with Joy thoſe 


heavenly Inſtructions, which theſe, with 


equal Folly and Prophaneneſs, turn 
their Backs upon. But let us not imi- 


tate ſuch vain Diſputers of this World, 
rather 
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| | * a 5 : : 
rather let us act as becomes us, diſdain 


the uncertain Schemes they follow, and 


ſteadily proceed on in _ Way where 
Wiſdom leads. 


One would think, that pathetic and 
affectionate Manner, with which we are 
invited in my- Text to: accept the Salva- 
tion offered: us; could not fail of draws . 
ing us powerfully. to it. It is expreſſed 
in ſuch Terms as if God was to be the 
Gainer by it, and not ourſelves. Ve 
are Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, ſaith the 

Apoſtle, as though God did beſeech you 
& us : We pray you in Chriſt's Stead ; be 
ye reconciled to God. As if, indeed, 
the Breach of Friendſhip had been on 
his Part, and not on ours. Whereas 
the Expoſtulation of Elibu, in the Book 
of Job, may well be applied to us. /* 
thou finneſt, What daſt thou againſt God ? 
A tb or 
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Or if thy T ranſereſſ ons 1 multiplied, 
Mat doſt thou unto him? If thou be 
righteoies, What giveſt thou him: ? Or 
what receiveſt be of thine Hand ? Thy 
Wickedneſs may burt a Man as thou att, 
and thy Righteouſneſs may profit the Sow 
of Man. God 1s never the Better nor. 
the Worſe for all we can do. We do 
but haſten our own Miſery, when we 
offend him; and we: are working our 
eur own Salvation, when we e be engaged 
in his Service. 


Me ſee, therefore, that really we alone 
are the Perſons concerned in this Invi- 
tation to us from God. He has graci- 
ouſly thought fit, indeed, by the Ambaſ- 
ſadors of Chriſt, to call upon, nay, treat 
us to be reconciled to him; to forſake 
the Practice of Vice and Wickedneſs, ſo 
hateful an offenſive to him, and enter 

upon 
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upon a virtuous and pious Courſe of 
Life, which alone can make us pleaſing 
in his Sight; but we only are to reap. 
the Fruits of our Doings, God is. 
happy in and from himſelf. From him 
all other Creatures derive that Share of 
Happineſs they ſeverally enjoy; but 
none can make any Addition to, or 
leſſen his. And though it be faid in the 
Holy Scripture, that there is Foy in the 
Preſence of God over one Sinner that re- 
Penteth; yet that we are to underſtand 
as ſpoken after the Manner of Men. 
He is pleaſed in thoſe ſacred Writings, 
to ſtile himſelf our Father, and us his 
Children, and chooſeth to ſpeak of him- 
ſelf and us according to thoſe Relations. 
And agreeably thereto he repreſenteth 
himſelf as affected, upon the Conver- 
ſion of a Sinner, in the ſame Manner 
that an earthly indulgent Parent is upon 
d the 
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the Retum of a wild and erte 
Son to himſelf and his Duty. But we 
muſt not, therefore, imagine that he 
has the ſame Paſſions we have, any more 
than he has Hands and Feet, Mouth 
and Head, aſcribed to him in holy 
Writ. In all theſe Caſes, he is ſpoken 
of in that Manner, in Condeſcenſion to 
our Weakneſs and Infirmities. For we 
are ſo immerſed in Matter, that we have 
no other Idea of a rational Being, but 
as conſiſting of like Members, Parts 
and Paſſions to ourſelves. But thus 
much we may be aſſured of, from the 
Manner of ſpeaking we meet with in. 
thoſe ſacred Oracles, that the Wicked 
ſhall as-certainly be made miſerable af- -- 12 
ter Death, as though God were diſpleaſ- | 
ed and angry with them; and that the | 
| Righteous ſhall be rendered completely _ 
"APP _ 
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happy, as if God rejoiced and delighted 
in them. 


But how is this laſt to be affected? 
We find ourſelves, indeed, capable of 
the greateſt Wretchedneſs; but of per- 
fect Happineſs, as we have no Experi- 
ence, ſo we can ſcarce conceive how, ſo 
imperfect a Creature as Man is, can ever 
enjoy Happineſs, without any Interrup- 
tion or Alloy. The wiie Man obſerves, 

that even in Laughter the Heart is forrew- 

Ful, and the End of that Mirth is Heavi- 

neſs ; alluding, it may be, to that uſual 
Effect of it, its ending with a Sigh. /. 
Jobn fully clears this Matter, when he 
ſays, that upon our Admiſſion into Hea- 

ven, we ſhall be like God: And St. Paul 
aſſuresus, that as we have borne the Image 
of the Earthy, we ſhall alſo bear the Image 
of the Heavenly. Now if we be hereafter 
| to 
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to be rendered divine and heavenly, there 
remains no Difficulty of conceiving that 
our Happineſs will be then in its Qua- 


lity pure and unmixed, in its Meaſure - 


Full and perfect. For as God has none 
of thoſe Defects, to which good Men in 
this Life owe thoſe Intermiſſions of Joy, 

Peace and Happineſs, which they expe- 
rience, ſo, when, by being made like 
unto God, they ſhall likewiſe be freed 
from the fame ; they will be happy, as he 
is happy. How ought we then to be af- 
fected at theſe good Tidings. When a 
Meſſenger brought us an Account of 
that glorious Victory, whereby Rebel- 
lion received its Death's Wound, and 
our Peace at Home was reſtored; how 
did our Hearts bound with Joy at the 
Tidings! And when we were aſſured that 
all our public Enemies abroad had laid 
aſide all their Deſigns againſt us ; were 
ready 
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ready to reſtore to us all our juſt Rights 
and Privileges, and to live with us for 
the future in perfect Love and Friend- 
ſhip, Did not our Hearts exult at the 
News? And ſhall we be leſs affected at 
theſe Tidings of great Joy brought us 
by the Ambaſſadors of Chriſt? In all 
Reaſon, ſurely we ſhould be moſt re- 
Joiced at theſe. For how much in ear- 
neſt and ſincere ſoever, thoſe Potentates 
may be with whom we have been at 
War, yet ſome unforeſeen Accidents 
may quickly ſet us at Variance again; or 
other Enemies may ariſe equally vexa- 
cious and dangerous to our Peace and 
Welfare. But when once we turn unto 
the Lord, and be reconciled to him, it 
will then depend upon ourſelves alone, 
with the Divine Grace (which will never 
be wanting to us, but through our own 
Fault) to preſerve his eternal Love and 
_ 77 Favour; 


„ 


be able to deprive us of it. 


Such are the Inſtructions whinh the 


Ambaſſadors of Chriſt are charged with, 


How unworthy then of fo glorious a 
Commiſſion will they ſhew themſelves, 


if leaving ſuch great and precious Pro- 
miſes, they deliver in their Stead, the je- 
june, dry, barren, and unprofitable Theo- 5 
ries of the Schools; the uncertain, un- 
comfortable Dictates of natural Reaſon, 
unaſſiſted by Revelation? Or treating 


chat perfect Rule of Faith and Practice 
as defective, preſumptuouſly endeavour 
to add to it their own wild and ſuperſti- 


7 7 EY, 5 SY . 0 » o 
tious Notions ! Or 1mpiouſly imagining 


ſume Things in it, becauſe above their 


Capacities to conceive or comprehend, 
to be therefore rejected by them, moſt 


arrogantly and ſacrilegiouſly cut them 


off, as unworthy the Reception of ſuch 
Vol, II. . wile 
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Favour; nothing from without will then 
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wiſe and diſcerning Men as they take 
themſelves to be! Leaving the refore ſuch 
as theſe to the Enjoyment of their o. n 
_ vain and deluſive Fancies, let us attend to 
the Doctrines and Precepts delivered to 
us from Heaven. Let us gratefully ac- 
.cept of that Tender of Salvation made to 
us from thence. Now God is graciouſly 
pleaſed to be reconciled to us, and blot- 
ting out our paſt Sins in the Blood of his 
Son, to receive us again into his Favour; 
let it be our Care, by our future Conduct, 
to approve ourſelves, as far as we can, wor- 
thythat great Mercy vouchſafed unto us: 
And bleſſed will be the Event of doing 
ſo. For the nearer we approach to the 
divine Nature in true Purity and Good- 
neſs, ſo much the nearer we ſhall arrive 
to his ſupreme Perfection and Happi- 
neſs. For nothing can be more certain 

than this; that to be good, is to be hap- 
— W 
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py. With which Sentence I ſhall beg 
Leave to conclude this Diſcourſe, pray- 
ing unto God, that we may always act, 
as under the Influence of it; and ſo do- 
ing his Will kere, may be made like un- 
to him in perfect Happineſs hereafter; 
even for the Sake of Jeſus Chriſt, our 
only Redeemer and Saviour, to whom, 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
three Perſons and one eternal God, be 


aſcribed, as is moſt juſtly due, through- 


out all Churches of the Saints, all Love, 
Honour and Obedience, Dominion and 
Power, Adoration, Praiſe and Thank{- 


giving, both now, and through each 
ſucceeding Period of Time, to all Etet- 


nity. Amen. 


H 2 SER- 


( 160 *) 


SERMON XIV. 
The Scorner incapable of true Wiſdom. 


Palached at St. Peter's Amed Dec. 
15, 4 /Fe 


5 Proverbs xiv. 6. 
aA $ corner ſeeketh Mi dom, and fndeth it. 
not. But Knowledge is eaſy unto him 


that underfandeth 


* the Word Wiſdom, in this Book 
of Proverbs, i is uſually meant Reli- 
gion; and ſo we are in my Text to un- 
derſtand it. A Scorner ſeeketh after Reli- 
gion, but findeth not that which is of 
God. But what can be the Reaſon he 
is thus unfortunate in his Enquiry ? So- 
Zomon had before ſaid, Chap. ii, ver. 1, 
&c. 
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Kc. My Son, if thou alive thine Ear 
unto Wiſdom, and apply thine Heart to: 
5 Underſtanding : Yea, if thou crieſt after 5 
Knowledge, and liſteſt up thy Voice for Un- 
Lerſtanding; then ſhalt thou underſtand the- 
|, Fear of the Lord, and find the Knowledge 
/ Ged. For the Lord giveth Wiſdom; 
out of his Mouth cometh Knowledge and 
Underſtanding. And Jeremiah, from the 
Mouth of God, ſaith; Ze all ſeek me and 
find me, when ye tall. ſearch for me with 
all your Heart, chap. xxix. 13. And St. 
James i. 5. thus encourageth all Per- 
ſons : If any of you, faith he, lack Wiſdom, 
let him aſe of God, that giveth to all Men 
liberally, and upbraideth not, and it ſhall be 
given bim. Agrecable to what his bleſ- 
| ſed Maſter had before ſaid, Ask and it 
ſhall be given you; ſeek and ye ſhall ind: 
knock and it ſhall be opened to you. For 
| E one that afteth, receiveth ; and be 
\ 3 | * 
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that ſeeketh, fudeth ; and to him that 
knocketh it ſhall be opened. St. Matthew, 
vii. 8. And as Wiſdom is glorious and 
never fadeth away; ſo the wiſe Man af- 
ſures us, Wiſd. vi. 12, &c. She is eaſily 
ſeen of them that love her, and found 
of ſuch as ſeek ber. ' Nay, ſhe prevent- 
eth them, that defireth ber, in making her- 
felf firſt known unto them. Whoſo ſeek- 
eth ber early ſhall have no great Travel, 
for be fball find ber fitting at his Doors, 
For ſbe goeth about ſeeking ſuch as are 
worthy of ber; ſheweth- herſelf favourable 
unto them in the Ways, and meeteth them 
in every Thought. Whence then comes 
it to paſs, that the Scorner, though he 
ſeeketh Wiſdom, ſhould yet find her 
not? The Reaſon is but too plain, viz. 
He is a Scorner: He is proud and ſelf- 
| Conceited, and ſcorns to have his Un- 
derſtanding preſcribed to by any Perſon, 
how. 
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how divinely ſoever inſpired, or even 
by God himſclf. He ſets up upon 


his own Stock of Knowledge; and if 


that be not ſuficient to gain him Wiſ⸗ 


dom, or lead him to the Knowledge of 


God or his Religion, he diſdains all 
other Information, and will allow or ad- 
mit of no other Religion, but chat at. 
his own framing. He derides every 


Thing elſe, though never ſo ſacred and. 


excellent; even ihe Things of the Spirit cf 
Cod are Fooliſhneſs unto him, neither can 
we wonder that he knows them not, Be- 
cauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned, becauſe 
it is by the ſerious Study of divine Re- 
velation alone, that he can arrive at the 
Knowledge of them. I ſay, the ſerious 
Study; becauſe there are oreat many 
even of theſe Scorners, who peruſe and 
examine the ſacred Writings, but then 
not from any good Intention. They 


H 4 . are 
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ure captious Enquirers ; they uſe Truth 
to ſubvert the Truth, and the holy 
Scriptures to diſprove the Scriptures 
themſelves. They do not proceed in their 
Search after Wiſdom, in a due and pro- 
per Manner; or with any pious or good 
End. Not to bring themſelves to obey 
the Will of God, but as the Jews did 
to Jeremiah, when they defired him to 
pray for them, hat the Lord might ſhew 
them the Way wherein they ſhould walk, 
and the Thing be would have them do. For 
upon his Application to God, he foun'l 
what Hypocrites they were ; that they 
diſſembled in their Hearts, when they 
ſent him unto the Lord his God : being | 
determined in themſelves what they i 
would do, whatſoever Anſwer he ſhould 
bring them from him, Jeremiah x11. 
| 1==20. So theſe Scorners read the Scrip- 


tures, not "with any Deſign to inform 
them 
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themſelves in, or to follow the Will of 
God, but to try if they can wreſt them 
to ſuch a Senſe as may favour their own 
preconceived Notions they are fond of, 
or countenance or excuſe them in the 
vicious Practices they are reſolved to 
indulge themſelves in: Or as the People 
who went to the Prophet Ezekiel, and 
ſet before him, as if they had been the 
ſincere People of God, and heard his 
Words, as if they intended to obſerve- 
them. But it was only to pleaſe their 
Ears and gratify their Curioſity. They 
were delighted with his Manner of teach- 
ing; Thou art unto them, faith God, as 
a very lovely Song of one that hath a pleas 5 
ſant Voice, . and can play well on an Inſtru- 
ment; far they bear thy Words, but they 
do them not. For with their Mouths they 
ſhew much Love, they pretend great Re- 
ſpect and Regard ; but their Hearts go 
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after Covetouſneſs. Ezekiel xxxiii. 31, 32. 
So theſe Scorners read the facred Writ- 


ings, not as the Word of God, but as 
they would any Work of Genius of hu- 


| man Compoſition that takes their Fancy. 
They can delight themſelyes with ob- 
ſerving the great Variety of Subjects 


therein treated of, the ſublime Senti- 
ments and elegant Expreſſions, without 
admitting one Thought of the divine 
Author, or having their AﬀeCtions 
warmed to a juſt Admiration of Piety 


and Virtue. 


But there are another Sort of Scorners 


who are as far from true Wiſdom as any 
of the Former, who pretend, indeed, to 


be true Believers ; who yet uſe Religion 
as 2 Cloak to put off or on, as Occaſion 
ſerves. Such as ſhall, with Herod, ſeem 


to bear gladly the R ng of Jobn the 
| | * 


Baptiſt To- day, and TM G ign = 
Warrant to have him beheaded. Or 
with that Herod's F ather, ſay, 1 *. will 
worſhip Chriſt, when they purpoſe in 
their Hearts to murder him; or with 
Judas betray their Maſter with a Kiſs, 
with a Semblance of Love and Friend- 
hip. Whatever any of theſe Scorners 
may think, what Pretenſions ſoever they 
may make to a greater Sagacity or ſu- 
perior Knowledge to other Men, they | 
are, in Truth, very ſhallow and weak 
Men; they want Parts and Capacity 
to diſcern the true Rellgioh, and are 
Strangers to thoſe raviſhing Emotions 
which poſleſs great Minds in perform- 
ing the Duties of it. For a Senſe of 
Piety, as well as the Senſe of any Thing 
elſe, is lively and warm in Proportion . 
to the Faculties of the Head and Heart. 


Tbeſe Perſons may be aſſured they have 
1 not 
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not a Taſte for what they pretend hes 
to decry; and they are certainly more 
Fools than Atheiſts. They want Capa- 
city to reliſh what true Piety is, and are 


as capable of compoſing an Heroick 


Poem, as of making a fervent Prayer. 
When Men be thus low and narrow in 
their Apprehenſions, and at the ſame 


Time vain, they are naturally led to 


think every Thing they do not under- 
ſtand, not to be therefore underſtood, 
Their Contradiction to what is urged by 


others in Defence of Religion, is the 


Conſequence of their Incapacity to re- 


ceive it. 


But the wiſe Man ! in my Text os, 


5 Knowledge i is eaſy to him that underſtand- 


eib. Now by him that underſtandeth 
is meant a Man of an unprejudiced and 


5 reachable * z Who is always 


read * 
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ready to receive Truth, and who is ſo 
thoroughly ſenſible of the Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs of God, and of his own Weak- 
_ neſs and Imperfection, that in Matters 
of a divine and religious Nature, he 
dares not truſt to his own Reaſon and 
Abilities, but ſeeketh for Inſtruction 
from above; has Recourſe to, and reſt- 
eth in the Revelations which God hath 
been pleaſed to give us of himſelf and 
of his Will. Indeed he makes uſe of, 
as God intended he ſhould, the na- 
tural Powers and Faculties he is en- 
dowed with, to diſtinguiſh between the 
Spirit of Truth, and the Spirit of Error. 
But when he finds from clear and ſuf- 
| ficient Evidence, that which is of God, 
he holds it faſt; he gives up himſelf en- 
tirely to his divine Inſtructions; to his 
| heavenly Doctrines he aſſents without 
| Reſerve, and forms the Conduct of his 
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Life according to his Precepts without 
Exception. God, he is well affured, 
knows his own Nature beſt, and he is 
as ſure, that he will not deceive any of 
his Creatures that belteve and put their 
Confidence in him; and therefore how 
impoſſible ſoever it may be for him to 
conceive the Doctrines revealed, or dif- 
ficult to perform the Duties required by 
him, he, without Heſitation, believes the 
former, and chearfully ſets about the 
Performance of the latter. So true is 
this Obſervation of the wiſe Man, that 
the Knowledge of divine Things is eaſy unto 
bim that underſtandeth , to him that has a 
juſt Senſe of the Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
of the * 


Goodneſs and Wiſdom are productive 
of each other. So ſaith the wiſe Son of 
Fa 3 He that keepeth the Law of the 

Tord, 
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Lord, getteth the Underſtanding thereof; 
and the Perfection of the Fear of the Lord 
is Wiſdom. He that is not wiſe, will. 
not be taught : but if a feilful Man 
bear a wiſe Word, he will commend it, 
and add unto it; be will be yet wiſer 
and increaſe in Learning. But as ſoon 
as one of no Underſtanding heareth it, 
it diſpleaſeth him, and he caſteth it be- 
hind his Back. There muſt be natural . 
good Senſe i in the Mind, and a modeſt | 
Diſpoſition, or divine Truths will be 
loſt upon it; it will have no Taſte or 
Reliſh for them. For as no Man is able 
to ſee or take any Pleaſure in the moſt 
judicious and beautiful Compoſitions of 
the fineſt Writer, unleſs he be himſelf 
\ bleſſed with ſomething of the Author's 
Genius; ſo he who has not a Spark of 
the Divinity within him, is as unable to 
diſcern or be influenced by the Doc- 
KG trines 
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72 SERMON XV. 
trines which are from above; only there 
is this Difference between theſe two 
Caſes, that whereas in the former a Man 
may never be able, through the natural 
Weakneſs of his Faculties, or for Want 
of Inſtruction, or other proper Means, 
however deſirous he may be, to have a 
Taſte for fine Writing, it is not ſo with 
Relation to the latter. For if a Man 
be but well inclined, and earneſtly de- 
ſires to know and obey the divine Will, 
however weak his natural Faculties may 
be, God will come in to his Aſſiſtance, 
ſupply all his Defects, and open his Un- 
derſtanding that he may underſtand the 
Scriptures, agreeably to the following 
Declaration of our bleſſed Lord; I any 
Man will do God's Will, be ſball know 
F the Doctrine, whether it be of G 
or whether I ſpeak of myſelf. Whether 
the Doctrines, I teach, be of divine, or 
only 
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only of human Authority, Jobn vii. 17. 
And again, ſaith he, to the Scribes and 

Phariſees, John viii. 43. Why do ye not 
underſtand my Speech? Even becauſe you 
cannot hear my Words; they agree not 
with your Tempers and Inclinations. 
This was eminently ſeen and verified in 
the Apoſtles of our bleſſed Lord. They 
were Perſons of no Education, of low 
Stations and mean Employments in Life; 
but their good Diſpoſitions recommend- 
ed them in the Sight of God, and he 
enabled them to perceive and admire 
the heavenly Doctrines they heard from 
their bleſſed Maſter ; whilſt the learned 
Doctors and Rabbies of the Jes, 
through Pride and Self- conceit, and for 
Mant of that neceſſary previous good 
Senſe, remained altogether ignorant of 
them, nor were able to diſcern the divine 
Original. They were of the Number 
85 of 


For 
RSS - «= — —— 4 


242 4 *- 3 2 TS \ 
KEE =_ 
4 p __ CO_ 
3 


* 

| 

* 

© => 


N — 5 
| = 
9 4 = 
7 ifs 
; 4 R 
j N DE, 
1 77 
4 
. 1 i 
q 5 
was \ 
* . 


9s SERMON XIV. 
of the Scorners, who ſeek Wiſdom, but 
find it not. They were in Expectation of 
the promiſed Metab; but then as they 
had formed their Notions of him, not ac- 
cording to the true and genuine Mean- 
ing of the ancient Prophecies concern- 
ing him, but in a Manner agreeable to 
their own vain ambitious Fancies, they - 
ſcorned to receive our bleſſed Saviour 
for ſuch; they could not find in their 
Hearts to ſubmit themſelves and be- 
come the Diſciples of a Perſon born of 
ſuch mean Parents, and who was quite 
deſtitute of the Attendants, the Power, 
and Splendor with which they had vainly 
imagined the Meſſiah was to be accom- 
panied. The pompous Predictions of 
his ſpiritual Kingdom they had inter- 
preted all along as relating to a tem- 
poral univerſal Empire he ſhould eſta- 
bliſh in this World; nor would they pay 
any 
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any Regard to thoſe other Prophecies, 
which moſt exactly deſcribed the Mean- 
neſs of his Parentage and Appearance, 
the Poverty and Afflictions of his Life, 
the cruel and ignominious Circumſtances 
of his Death. No; not though the 
bleſſed Jeſus himſelf plainly ſhewed and 
demonſtrated to them, how much they 
were miſtaken of the true Senſe of the 
facred Writings concerning him and his 


divine Miſſion, by undoubted Miracles, 
by Works tranſcending the Power of 


all Mortals. 


But ſee the Force of Prejudice. If they 


had underſtood the Meaning of thoſe 
Prophecies, the Knowledge of the Meſ⸗ 


ab had been eaſy unto them. But 
they would not give up their own ima- 
ginary Interpretations of them, though. 


plainly inconſiſtent with the whole Tenor 
„ Lo of. 
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of them, as taken and compared with 
one another, nor verified in the Time 
they themſelves expeRted they ſhould. 


And yet they could not but ſee, if they 
had not wiltully blinded their Eyes, 
| how conſiſtent our bleſſed Lord's Inter- 
pretation made them, and how exactly 
they all centered in him, at that very 
Time, when they themſelves expected 
the Appearance of the Meffsh. 


They were miſtaken in their Notions of 


Wiſdom. To keep their Stations at leaſt, 


if not to raiſe themſelves in the World, 
and preſerve their Intereſt and Venera- 


tion amongſt the People, was what they 


looked upon as the trueſt Wiſdom, and 
therefore they were reſolved to reject 


any religious Scheme that ſhould tend 


to deprive them of what they valued 
and ſet their Hearts ſo much upon. The 
” Religion 
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Religion which Chriſt came to eſtabliſh 
in the World, ſeemed to be ſo far from 
promiſing any temporal Advantage to 
thoſe that ſhould embrace it, that the 
very Profeſſors of it were told, that 
they muſt not expect any Thing of that 
Nature from it ; that on the Contrary, 
for the Sake of it, they would be expoſ- 
ed to many grievous Calamities and 
| Perſecutions, even unto Death: That 
their Reward was at a Diſtance, even in 
Heaven, the Scat and Manſion of the 
Bleſſed. This they looked upon as chi- 
merical, a Happineſs in the Clouds, 
not worthy the giving up their preſent 
Honours and Poſſeſſions for. But here 
was their Folly: Thus profeſſing them- 
ſelves wiſe, they became Fools, by refuſ- 
ing to hazard a temporal Adyantage, 
at beſt but uncertain, for the Sake of an 
eternal State of N and Glory. 

M 0 
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To a Man that underſtandeth the 
little Proportion there is between Time 
and Eternity, and the juſt Weight and Im- 
portance of Things; the great Prefer- 
ableneſs of an eternal Weight of Glory, to 
the momentary Enjoyments ofthis World, 
inſtantly appears. This Knowledge is eaſy 
unto ſuch an one, though otherwiſe of the 
loweſt Capacity and Attainments. This 
requires no great Sagacity to compre- 
hend, but every one that ſees how fool- 
iſhly that Man would a&, who, for 
the Sake of living one Day in great 
Luxury and Splendor, ſhould expoſe 
himſelf to Want and Miſery the re- 


maining Part of his Life, is a proper 


and adequate Judge of it: For there is 
a much greater Diſproportion between 
the longeſt Term of human Life and 
Eternity, than there is between that 
and one Day; and he would act much 
| more 
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-more ſtupidly, who ſhould, for the Sake 
of the certain Enjoyment (if it were 
- poſſible) of the higheſt Pleaſure and De- 
lights of this World, even to the Age of 
Methuſelab, deprive himſelf cf everlaſt- 
ing Happineſs, and expoſe. himſelf to 
endleſs Miſery ; than even the oldeſt 
Man that ever lived would have done, 
if he had, for one happy Day, render- 
ed all the Reſt of his Lite a 


wretched. 


And of this the Infidels of this preſent 
Age, the Diſputers of this World, the 
Scorners who ſeck after Wiſdom, but find it 
not, will be convinced, when they come 
to enter upon an eternal State. Then 
ſhall vaniſh te Vi dom of the Wiſe, and 
the Underſtanding of the. Prudent ſhall be 
Brought to nothing. Then will they be 


Forced to ſee and acknowledge the true 
ain 
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Wiſdom, when it will not profit them, 


whether they will or not. And be ob- 


liged to confeſs that they erred from the 
ay of Truth, and that the Light of 
Righteouſneſs did not ſhine, nor the Sun 
of Righteouſnefs rife upon them. Then 
will they complain, ſaying, as the wiſe 
Man repreſenteth them: + We wearied 
e ourſelves in the Way of Wickedneſs 
<« and Deſtruction; yea, we have gone 
through Deſerts, * here there lay no 
« Way; but as for the Way ot the 
„Lord, we have not known it. We ſet 
« at nought all his Counſcls ; we would 
e have none of his Reproof : What now, 
alas! hath Pride profited us? Or, 
| What good hath Riches, with our Va- 
ee nity, brought us? All thoſe Things 
are paſſed away as a Shadow, and 
as a Poſt that haſted by. While the 
2 Righteous whom we had ſometime 


nn. 
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in Deriſion and A Proverb of Re- 
* proach; whoſe Life we Fools account- 
ed Madneſs, and his End to be with- 
* out Honour: Now is he numbered 
* among the Children of God, and his 
TH © Lot is among the Saints. He lives 
« for evermore; his Reward is with the 
Lord, and the Care of him is with 
s the moſt High. Behold he receives 
a glorious Kingdom, and a beautiful 
Crown from the Lord's Hand : : He i is 
placed out of all Danger: For God's 
< right Hand covers him, and his Arm 
© jt is that protecteth him.” Whilſt the 
Scorners be ſeeking Wiſdom, where 
' ſhe is not to be found, let us apply our- 
ſelves to her in the Holy Scriptures, 
where ſhe dwelleth in the Brightneſs of 
everlaſting Light. He that looketh 
for her in human Knowledge, will find 
himſelf fatally . and his En- 
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quiry will end in Vexation of Spirit 


but as ſhe1s diſplayed in the ſacred Wri- 
tings, her Converſation hath no Bitter- 


neſs, and to live with her hath no Sorrow, 


but on the Contrary, Mirth and Joy al- 
ways attend her. Moreover, by the 


| Means of her we ſhall obtain immortal 
5 Happineſs ; with her are the Words of 


eternal Life. It is abſurd, and will be 
as fruitleſs to ſearch for this heavenly 
Wiſdom by the common Ways of En- 
quiry in other Matters, as it would be 
to endeavour to make ourſelves M aſters 


of any human Science, by reading only 


Books upon Subjects the moſt foreign to : 
it. I am very far from being of their 


| Opinion, who either decry human Learn- 


ing in general, or make it ſuch a M. 
bite or Ammorite, that however it be ad- 
mitted in civil Affairs, it ſhould be for- 
Hidden the Sanct _— No: OurReligion 

: . preſcribes 
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p preſeribes us rational. not brutiſh ghd 
fices, and therefore rejects not any 
of thoſe Advantages which may im- 
prove our Realon, may exalt the Man, 
and depreſs the Beaſt in us. But can 
we therefore think it right chat divine 
Learning ſhould be brought down to 
human; or that Plato or Ariſtotie ſhould 
be made the Umpires of our Religion; 
and we ſhould have Recouiſe to Hea- 
thens, to know how far we hall be 
Chriſtians. Surely we ball derogate 
very implouſly from Chriſt's prophe- 
rick Office, if we allow not Divinity 
to be the ſupreme and nobleſt Science, 
fuch as is to be ſerved and attended, 
not regulated and governed by thoſe f in- 
ferior. 58 | 1 
. 

| Tfioſe 3 Heatbens were ſenſible 
enough of their Want of a ſuperior 


13 Guide 
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Guide in Matters of a religious and di- 


vine Nature, and, often in their Wri- 
tings expreſs their Wiſhes for ſuch 
an one. And had the Revelations of 
the divine Nature and Will come to 
their Knowledge, they would have had 
Recourſe to no other Means for Infor- 
mation on ſuch Topics. They would 
have rejoiced at beholding the divine 
Nature and Attributes in thoſe ſacred 


Writings ſet forth and difplayed in their 


juſt Majeſty and Splendor; the dark 
and intricate Paſſages of God's Provi- 
dence explained and cleared up to their 


Satisfaction, and the Manifetlation of 


his perfect Wiſdom and Goodneſs; and 


vith Admiration and Gratitude have 


conſidered that Inſtance of his tranſcen- 
dant Love and Affection for us his 


Creatures, in the Redemption of Man- 


Kind, by the Neath of his eternal and 
| RE only— 


8 
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only-begotten Son, our bleſſed Lord 
and Saviour. They were not like the 
corners of the preſent Age, proud and 
ſelf-conceited, who think nothing wor- 
thy their Notice, that is not really above 
their Capacities. But they were Men 
of Goodneſs and clear Judgments, and 
_ reſtrained and kept their Reaſon within 
its proper Bounds, The Myſteries, of 
our Religion would, as the all-wite Re- 
vealer intended they ſhould, have re- 

mained Myſteries; nor would they have 
been ſo fooliſh as to have attempted, 
with the Plummit of their finite Under- 
ſtandings, to have fathomed infinite Wiſ- 
dom; or with their weak and narrow 
Faculties expected to have comprehend- 

ed the infinite boundleſs Perfections of 
their great Creator. 


2 Our 
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Our modern Infidels will ſometimes 
ptetend to call thofe great Men of old 
their Maſters, and highly to admire and 
eſteem them, though ſome of them 
icarce know in what Language they 
wrote, But why then do they not 
imitate them in their modeſt and judi- 
cious Methods of Reaſoning, and as 
they did, keep within their proper 
Sphere ? and then fuch Knowledge as 
they are capable of, and is profitable to 
them, would be caſy unto them. 


But whether they will do ſo or not, 
let us not /et with them in the Scat of the 
Seornfl, but receive with Thankfulneſs 
that Degree of Wiſdom and Knowledge 


| which God has been pleaſed to reveal to 


us; nor pretend to be wile above 
what is written ; but upon his divine 
Authority, give our Aſſent to the ſub- 


lime 
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lime and heavenly Doctrines of the 
_ Goſpel; and make the Precepts therein 
given us, the Rules of our Conduct; for 
this will be our Wiſdom and Under- 
ftanding. Hereby we ſhall approve. 
ourſelves in the Sight of God, faithful 
and obedient Chriitians, and qualify 
_ ourſelves for that eternal State of Bliſs 
and Happiness, which he has prepared 
for all good and pious Believers in the 
Regions of the Bleſſed, Which, that it 
may be the final Portion of every one of 
us, God of his infinite Mercy grant, for 
the Sake and Merits of our bleſſed Re- 
deemer and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt : To 
whom, Father and Son, together with 
the Holy Ghoſt, the adorable Trinity in 
the ever: bleſſed and undivded Unity, 
be aſcribed, as is moſt juſtly due, of 
us and all Men, all Love, Honour and 
Obedience, Might, Majeſty, and Domi- 
14 nion 
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nion, Adoration, Praife, and Thankf. 


oiving, both now, and through each 
ſucceeding Period of Time, to all 
Eternity. Amen. 8 
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On Abrabant s offering up his Son aac. 


Preached at St. Peter's Mancroft, the 
12th: Day of January, and at St. 


John's Maddermarłet, the 28th. of 
Leb. 1 7475 8. 


Hebrews Xi. 17, +, T% voy 


Jered up 5 EE: be that bad re- 
ceived the Promiſes, offered 1 bis only- 
begotten Sen: Of whom it was ſaid, 

that in Iſaac ſhall thy Seed be called. 

Accounting that God was able to raiſe 
him up, even from the Dead; from 


whence alſo be bad received bim in 


Figure. of 


T9 underſtand the great Merit of 
this Action of Abraham, here 


commemorated and applauded by, the 


1. & Apoſtles, 
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Apoſtles, and the true Worth of that great 


; Man fo highly and deſervedly celebrat- 


ed in all Ages, it will be neceſſary to 
look back to the Hiltory thereof, as we 


bave it given us by Moſes, in the 22d 
Chapter of Gene/fis. IJſaac was then 
twenty-five Years old, Abrabam's only 


Child, As he was remarkable for his 
Piety towards God, ſo was he no leſs 


for his exact Obſervance of his Duty to 
his Parents; ſo that we may well ima- 
gine he was exceedingly dear unto them. 


Having therefore ſo worthy a Perſon to 


ſucceed him in his Fortunes, Abraham 


might well think of his own approach- 


ing Diſſolution with un and Satiſ- 


faction. 


But now, in the Midſt of theſe pleaf- 
ing Reflections, God requires him to 


offer ys this his beloved. Son to him in 


Sacrifice 


„ * 4 
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Sicrifite,” of whom he had receivhl 
the Promiſe, that in Iſnac foraild his Sted 
| be called, and that in his Seed ſhould all 
Nations T the Earth be Bleed. 


Who nene the Sons of Men would 


not have been exceedingly ſhocked at ſuch 
a Command, that at once bore fo hard 
upon the tendereſt Affections of a moſt 


indulgent Parent, and ſeemed to contra- 
dict and render vain all God's former 
Promiſes. As to the latter, the Apoſtle 


indeed repreſenteth him as reaſoning after 
this Manner: That as the Birth of 


Jaac was entirely out of the common 
| Courſe of Nature, ſo it might pleaſe 
God to reſtore him again in ſome mira- 
culous Manner; accounting, as the 


Apoſtle expreſſeth it, that God was able 
to raiſe him up, even from the Dead, from 
whence 
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whence alſo be had received him in 4 Fi- ; 
gure; at a Time when it was as unlikely. 
he ſhould have a Son, as that that Son. 
ſhould be reſtored to Life again, after 
he ſhould be ſacrificed. But as to all. 
other Conſiderations, we find they had 
no Weight with him. 


The Command he received in the 
Night without any Heſitation or Mur- 
muring, he aroſe up early in the Morning 
to execute; and from a Senſe of his Duty 
to God, had ſuch a Command over his 
Paſſions, as to be able to uſe the Art and 
Addreſs that were neceſſary to prevent 
his Purpoſe from being diſcovered, and 
| | the Tears and Remonſtrances of his 
wie and Family, which a Diſcovery 
| | thereof, he well knew, would neceſſa- 
rly occaſion... ES 


There | 
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There are ſome Particulars in the 
Command itſelf, which deſerve every. 
one of them a diſtinct Conſideration,, 
and are therefore exactly related, by the 
divine Hiſtorian, as letting forth in the 
cleareſt Light, the true Merit of this 
great Patriarch's ready Obedience. Take 
now thy Son, ſays | God; no Time, we may 
obſerve, is given him for Conſideration 
and Reflection no Time to conquer his 
Paſſions, to ſubdue the natural Affec- 
tions and Vearnings of a Parent to his 
Child, but he muſt ſet about it as, 
ſoon as the Morning ſhould appear. 
And he was not to.commit this melan- | 
choly Office to another, but he muſt ſet, 
about it and perform it all himſelf. He: 
himſelf muſt provide every Thing for 
the Sacrifice; he muſt erect the Altar, 
lay the Wood in Order; or what was. 
ſtill more : ſhocking, make his Son aſſiſt- 


ing 
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ing to his own Sacrifice. He it was 
that muſt bind his Son, that mult 
plunge his Knife into his Boſom, and 
divide and place in Order the ſeveral 
Parts of his Body, as the Rites of the 
Sacrifice required. How do the Hea- 
thens extol and magnify ſome of their 
ancient Heroes (which perhaps at laſt 
are nothing but fabulous) What Pane- 
gyrics have they made upon them, for 
giving up a Child to be ſacrificed to 
appeaſe the Anger of their Gods? But 
with what Reluttance did they always 
doit? With what great Difficulty were they 


brought to conſent te it? And at laſt, not 


without giving juſt Suſpicion of their 
being prevailed upon by the Appre- 
henſion of Force from their Fellow- 
Subjects, if they ſhould have perſiſted 
in their Refuſal, But who amongſt 
them was ever heard of performing 
| | himſelf 
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himſelf the Office in the <acrifice that 
Abrabam ſet about in this; or it they- 
were preſent, how did they turn their 
Eyes from a Scene ſo full ef Horror ! 
They muſt never therefore, upon any 
Account, be put in Competition with 
this of Abrabam. But further, Iſaac 
was not only his Son, but his only Son; 
if he had had many, Children, the Loſs 
of one had been more tolerable; b. t to 
have one Son, one Child only, and to be 
required to give him up to Death, and 
to have all his Hopes of a Poſterity 
fruſtrared at once; of a Poſterity in 
whom all the Nations of the Earth ſhould 
be bleſſed, how grievous, how rormenting 
muſt it be to the Mind of a "PR ! 
1 " 
But that God might try bim 
utmoſt, and approve his Obedience and 
W to the divine Wy to o him. - 
ſelf 
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ſelt and all fucceeding Generations, he 
adds this Ciccumſtance, Thy Sen whom: 

thou loveſt. Many laſtances there have- 

been in the World, where a Man has. 
had but one Son, who yet has behaved 
ſo undutifully and. unworthily, as to 
have been rather the Object of his Fa- 
ther's Shame and Grief, than of his Love 


and Affection, and the Loſs of ſuch a 
Son may be calily ſubmitted to. But 
Jaac was upon every Account dear to 
his Father. He was of a ſweet and en- 
gaging Diſpoſition; who upon all Oc- 
caſions teſtified an unreſerved Duty and 
Reſpect to his aged Parents. He was 
the Child moreover of Abraham's old 
Age; a Bleſſing he had miraculouſly re- 


ceived from Heaven, and a ſingular 
Inſtance of God's eſpecial Kindneſs and 
Affection for himſclf. The Hebrew is. 
ſtill more emphatical; what is here tranſ 
lated 
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lated whom thou loveſt, is in the Ort- 
ginal, whom thou haſt loved, which, ac- 
cording to the Idiom of that Language, 
ſignifies a great Deal more than barely 


thou loveſt. For it denotes the Con- 


ſtancy and Uninterruption of that Paſ- 
ſion; 1t 1s as much as if he had ſaid, 


whom thou haſt always loved. It ſnews 


that Jſaac had never once grieved or of- 
fended his Father. A like Expreſſion 
it is to that of St. John; In the Begin- 
ning was the Word; that is, the Word was 
always. And to that in the firſt Pſalm, 


Bleſſed is the Man that hath not walked: 


in the Counſel of the Ungodly, nor ſtood in 


the Way of Sinners, and hath not ſat in 


the Chair of the Scornful; that is, hath 
never walked, hath never ſtood, hath nzver 
fat: and fo likewiſe we are to underſtand: 
this Expreſſion, whom thou loveſt; that 


18, whom to this Day thou haſt always 


loved, 
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loved, without any Interruption, or Di- 
minution of Affection. But there is 
one Thing further we may ſtill obſerve, 
which mult add, if poſſible, ſtill greater 
Sharpneſs to the Command; God ſcems 
not to have thought it enough to ſay, 
Take new thy Son, thine only Son *&þ0m 
thou lo veſt, but he adds his Name too, 
thine only Sen, Jaac, whom ther loveſt. 
A Name that as in its own proper Sig- 
nification it denoted Laughter and Foy, 
ſo we may be ture it was never heard or 
repeated by Abraham without great Plea. 
ſure and Delight. How grievous then 
muſt the hearing that Name now re- 
peated needs be, upon an Occaſion that 
was to deprive him at once of all his 
former Joy and Comfort! That Name 
which uſed, upon being mentioned to- 
him, to bring with it a long Train of 
pleaſing and ae Ideas, muſt now. 
del, 


ſurely pierce his Heart with as many 
ſharp and painful ones. 


T1 have already taken Notice of his 
not only being to be ſlain by Atrabam, 
but alſo of the other ſhocking Circum- 
ſtances which attended his being to be 


made a Burnt-Offering. Circumſtances 


ſo full of Horror in themſelves, and to 
a Parent ſo particularly ſuch, that 1 
need ſay no more co cerning them: 


What has been already obſerved upon 


that Point is ſufficient to ſhew how ſu- 
perlatively ſhocking the very Thought 


thereof muſt needs be to ſo tender, ſo 


indulgent a Parent. It muſt have been 
a ſtrong Faith indeed that could have 
ſupported this good Man under theſe 
various Temptations, for ſuch we may 


very well reckon theſe to be; eſpecially 


if we conſider the Time his Paſſions had 
f . 
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to work upon him in the chree Days 
between his firſt ſetting out, and the 
Execution of what was required. For, 
as his immediate addreſſing himſelf at 
| firſt to perform what God had ordered 


him, was an evident Token of his un- 


reſerved Obedience to the Commands 
of God; ſo was his preſerving therein 
to the laſt a ſure Teſtimony of his Stea- 
dineſs therein; that no Conſideration 
whatſoever was able to make him ſtagger 
in his Faith, or deſiſt from doing what 
his God required of him. For there 


were many endearing Circumſtances no 


doubt happened in their long Journey ; 
many Topics of Diſcourſe aroſe between 
him and his Son, which the more-they 
ſhewed Iſaac's good Senſe, Duty to 
himſelf, and Piety towards God, made 
the Thoughts of parting with him ſo 
ſoon the more afflicting and tormenting. 
But 
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But when, upon the third Day, they were 
come in Sight of the Place, and all 
other Things being provided, his Son 
put this innocent Queſtion to him, Be- 
Hold, the Fire and the Wood, but where is 
the Lamb for the Burnt-offering ? How 
muſt ſuch his unſuſpecting Curioſity 
| pierce him to the Heart! Nothing but 
the Heart can be a Comment on theſe 
Words. Oxz muſt be a Father; He 
muſt be a tender Father, He muſt have 
an only Son; HE muſt ſuppoſe himſelf 
deliberately preparing to flay him, in 
Order to be truly ſenſible of the pathetic 
Energy of this Queſtion, and the 'Im- 
preſſion it made in the Soul of ABRA“ 
HAM. Nothing ſurely could wound 
him more, unleſs it were the ready and 
dutiful Compliance of J/aac, when he 
came to diſcloſe to him the Purpoſe of 
their Journey. Let nothing of all this 


could 


: 
: 
f 
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could make this great and good Man 
in the leaſt ſhrink from what he knew 
was his Duty; but being ftrong in Faith 
be gave Glory to God, by one of the molt 
wonderful Acts of Obedience, that was 


exacted from any of the Sons of Men. 


I know 1t has been Matter of great 
Doubt and Diſpute amongſt ſome Men, 


| how Abraham could be certain that this 


was God's Command to him, and not 
rather ſuſpect it to have been an Illuſion 
of the Devil. Nay to ſuch a Pitch of 
Impiety have {ome proceeded, as to de- 
clare he could have no ſufficient Reaſon 
to believe it to be a Command of God; 
but that it was in itſelf an Act ſo bar- 


barous and unnatural, ſo directly con- 


trary to the eternal and neceſſary Dif- 
ferences of Things, and the natural No- 
tions we have implanted in us of Right 

anc 
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and Wrong, that he could not poſſibly 
be ſo certain that this was required of 
him by God, as he was fure it was con- 
trary to the eternal Reaſon and Nature 
of Things; and that therefore he did 
wrong in what we thus applaud him for: 

Nay; that the Action would have been 
abominable in the Eyes both of God 
and Man. But what Infolence, what 
Impiety is this, to {et up their ſhatlow 
Reaſon againſt the Oracles of God ? 
To dare thus to find Fault with and 
cenſure an Action ſo highly commended 
by the Spirit of God himſelf; and re- 
commended to the Applauſe and Imi- 
tation of all ſucceeding Generations, both 
in the Old and New Teſtament. To 
deny that God could not wake his Will 
known to Abraham, 1s denying him the 
Power which every one of us have with 
Reſpect to each other, and is taking 
away 
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away, as much as in them lies, all the 
Foundation or Poſſibility of a divine 
Revelation. For, if God could not 
make Abraham certain that this Com- 
mand came from him, how could any 
Prophet or inſpired Writer ever be ſure 
that he was moved by the Divine Spirit, 
and conſequently what Reaſon could 
any of us ever have to pay any Regard 
to his Revelation. Doubtleſs he that 
brought us into Being at firit, and 
placed in us en natural Notions we 
have of Good and Evil, can, if he pleaſe, 
make his Will known to us in Ways 
more extraordinary. He can affect and 
enlighten our Minds 1 in ſuch a Manner, 
and make us fo certain of any Com- 
mand that he thinks fit to lay upon us, 
that we ſhall have no Doubt at all of its 
coming from him; nay, that we ſhall 


be Oy, it not more certain of it, 
than 


p 
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than we are of any Law enjoined by 


our Sovereign. 


It is (aid, indeed, that this Action 
required of Abraham was moſt abomi- 


nable and execrable in its own Nature. 
But herein it is neceſſary we ſhould di- 


ſtinguiſh between what is required by 
God, the Author of all created Beings, 
and what a Man ſhould do of his own 
proper Motion. It were, in Truth, a 
moſt execrable and abominable Action, 


for any Man of his own Accord to take 


his innocent Son, murder him with his 
own Hands, and offer him up in Sacri- 
fice to God, becauſe he has no ſuch 
Power given him by his Creator over 
his Child. But who can be ſo ſenſeleſs, 


as well as impious, to imagine that God 


Almighty, who firſt brought us into Be- 


ing, and was the Author cf our Lives, 


ak IE * cannot 
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cannot juſtly demand them again, when 
and in what Manner he thinks fit; and 
authoriſe and oblige any of his Crea- 
rures to be the Executioners of his Will 


in ſuch Caſes, We may as well ſay, 
that God acts unjuſtly, whenever he 


takes away any Child or other innocent 5 


Perſon before the uſual Term of our 
Lives; eſpecially if he ſuffer the Diſſo- 
lution of ſuch Perſons to be brought 


about by the Hand of Violence, or flow 


_ torturing Diſeaſes. For with Reſpect 

to God the Caſe is the ſame, as well 
with Regard to what he ſuffers, as what 
he commands to be done: Since his 
Power.to prevent is equal in both Caſes. 
Not that the Agents, in ſuch Caſes, 
who commit ſuch enormous Actions, 
are ever the leſs criminal or guilty; be- 
cauſe they have no Authority for what 
they in this Manner perpetrate ; nay, act 


direct] y 
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directly therein contrary to the known 


Prohibitions and Laws both of God and 


Man. But the Truth is, God is not 
unjuſt in either, and doubtleſs has al- 
ways wiſe and good Ends i 1n View when- 
ever he commands or ſuffers any ſuch 


Things. And this Abraham well knew, 


This was not the firſt Time that God 
had made himſelf known to him. The 
holy Scriptures give us an Account of 

nine Times in which God had mani- 

felted himſelf to him, before this we 
are now conſidering; and he dic, it is 
probable, ofrener, what the divine 
Hiſtorian mentions only theſe, as being 


all the Inſtances that were neceſſury to 


be tranſmitted to Poſterity. 1 


When Abram was ſettled wich his Fa- 
mily i in Haran, upon God's Com. nand, 
he left his Country, his Kindred, and his 
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Father's Houſe, and went and dwelt i in 1 : 
' ſtrange Land, to which God had directed 
him, when he was ſeventy-five Years old. 
Now is it at all probable, that ſo pru- 
dent a Man as Abraham was, would 
ever have acted ſo at that Age, if he 
had not been well aſſured, it was the 


|| divine Will that he ſhould? 


Alfter this, it is ſaid, The Word of the 
Lord came unto Abraham in a Viſion; that 
is, God appeared to him and talked 
with him. It is an Hebraiſm like that 

very ſrequent in the Prophets; The : 
Word of the Lord came to Hoſea, Iſaiah, 
FJeremiab, & . For a Revelation di- 
vinely made to the Prophets, is called 
the Word, and a Viſon: The Word be- 
cauſe of God's revealing it, and by thus 


- revealing it, talking as it were with the 


- Prophet; and it is called a Viſſon upon 
Account 
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Account of the Prophet himſelf ſeeing 
with the Eyes of his Mind, illuminated 
70] by the divine Light, what God 1s pleaſed 
do reveal to him. For as the Senſe of 
ſeeing excells all the other Senſes in its 
clear and certain Reception of Know- 
ledge, ſo the Foreknowledge of Things 
to come, with which God illuminates 
and teaches the Mind of the Propher, 
is therefore called a Yifon, and the Pro- 
phets themſelves Seers; upon Account 
of the Clearneſs and Certainty of that 
Knowledge inſpired or put into their 
Minds by God. Again, when Abram 
was ninety Years old and nine, the Lord 
appeared unto him, and ſaid unto him, 
I am the Almighty God; walk before me; 


end be thou perfeF. And I will make my © 
Covenant between me and thee, and will 


multiply thee exceedingly. And that this 
was ſome glorious ſenſible Appearance 
K x” = _ 
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in which he manifeſted himſelf, to him, 
Js ſufficiently clear from this Circum- 
ſtance, particularly recorded by the di- 
| vine Hiſtorian ; namely, that Abram fel! 
. upon his Face, whilt God thus talked with 
Bim. Then it was that God changed 
his Name from Abram to Abraham, and 
inftituted Circumciſion. And we may 
be well aſſured, that Abraham would 
not have ſubmitted to a Rite ſo incon- 


venient, hazardous, and painful at that 


Age, if he had not been undoubtedly | 
certain, that 1 it was his God who com- 


Fe manded it. He had, moreover, expe- 
' rienced the Truth of what God had 
foretold and promiſed: Firſt, in the 
Deſtruction of Sodom and Gomorrah, and 
then in his having a Son born to him 
when he was an hundred Years old, and 

his Wife ninety; both evident Proofs 


of a divine Interpoſition, beſides many 
other 
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other Inſtances confirming the ſame 
grand Truth, which we may very rea- 
ſonably ſuppoſe God had afforded him 
in the Courſe of his Life. So that when 
God came to make this laſt Trial of his 
Faith and Obedience, how grievous and 
ſhocking loever it might be to him, yet 
as he well knew that it came from God 
(and we have ſeen that he was not to be 
deceived in that Reſpect) he knew like- 
wiſe that he was not to heſitate, but ſet 

about the Performance of it immediate- 


ly, leaving the Hen and Iſſue of it to 


his bleſſed Will. Bn SIX = 


He had had many Inſtances of his- 
Creator's great Goodneſs and Mercy to- 
wards him, and his Faith would not 
therefore give him Leave in the leaſt to 
doubt, but that this Trial, as ſevere as 
it was, would end happily at laſt. It 
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was an Act indeed that he muſt not 
have thought of to recommend himſelf 
to God's Favour by, without his eſpecial 
Direction and Command; but he could 
not doubt but the Author of Life might 
demand it again, when and in what 
Manner he thought good, and that he, 
his Creature, had nothing to do but to 
| ſubmit and obey. Jaac was indeed a 
virtuous and religious young Man; but 
the depriving a Man of Life before his 
Time, though by the Hand of Violence, 
was no certain Sign of the divine Diſ- 
pleaſure. The Righteous are, many Times, 
taken away from the Evil to come. And 
Abraham was not to learn, that God 
foreſaw every Thing that could happen : 
and as he was good and gracious, he 
could not doubt but this would appear 
at the laſt to be beſt both for himſelf 
and Lac. Add to all this, he remem- 

IT bered 
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bered he had promiſed, that in Iſaac 
| ſhould all the Nations of the Earth be 
bleſed, and he was ſure he would not 
ſuffer his Word to fail; and however, 
in all human Appearance this rendered 
the Accompliſhment thereof impoſſible, 
yet he wiſely conſidered he had to do 
with the Almighty, who, if he ſhould 
ſuffer him to execute what he had then 
required of him, though he ſhould of. 
fer him up in Sacrifice, and the Fire 
ſhould conſume him, yet he was able te 
raiſe him again from the Dead, and re- 
ftore him to Life. He had experiencet| 
an Event full as wonderful; and almo!} 
of the ſame Kind with this, which he 
knew to be poſſible to God, and which 
he had therefore great Reaſon to hope 
for. The raiſing him from the Dea. 
was no more difficult to infinite Power. 
than * him from a Womb en | 
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| firſt, and then by the Courſe of Nature, 
long paſt the Power of Conception. 
And thus the Apoſtle ſpeaks of it, Rom. 
iv. 17. Abraham believed God, who quick- 
enetb the Dead, and calleth Things which 
are not, as if they were, who againſt hope; 
that is, without any Hope, which the 
natural Courſe of Things could give, 
did in bope believe, that he might be- 
come the Father of many Nations, ac- 
cording to that which was ſpoken, So 
Hall thy Seed be. And being not weak in 


 Fiith, be conſidered not his owa Body now 


dead, when be were about an hundred 
Years old, neither yet the Deadneſs of Sa- 
rab's Womb ; where the Apoſtle lets us 
into the Senſe of thoſe Words, from 
| whence alſo be received bim in a Figure, 
plainly making them refer to that mira- 
culous Birth of 7ſaac, when his Parents 
were paſt che * Children; 
that 


. 
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that being little, if at all leſs extraor- 

dinary or difficult than a Reſurrection 

from the Dead, and might indeed be 
figuratively ſo called. | 


Bit, laſtly, that which will further 


clear this Matter to. us (if yet it can 
want any. further Clearing) is that Ex- 
preſſion of our bleſſed Saviour, Abraham 
rejoiced to ſee my Day, and he ſaw it and 
was glad; alluding to this very Tranſ- 


action we are now treating of. For | 
God, in thoſe firſt Ages, frequently made | 


uſe of Signs and Actions, to preſignify 


to them future Events, as he did after- 
wards to his Servants: the Prophets. 
And therefore Abrabam might well hope 


for ſomething « of that Nature now: con- 
cerning the promiſed Seed; and we find, 
that he was-not diſappointed i in his Ex- 


pectation. For in this Sacrifice of Jaa 
K 6 - ü¹•C˙din 


\ 


26 SERMON XV. 


| himſelf upon the Altar, God acquainted 


him by that Type with that great Sa- | 
_crifice, which our bleſſed Saviour was 


in future Time to offer himf lf for the 


Redemption of Mankind; and by [/aar's. 
being delivered, he foreſaw our bleſſed: 
Saviour's Reſurrection, made known to 
him thereby. This was his rejoicing to 
ſee the Day of cur Lord. For this his 
| Heart was glad, and his Glory rejoiced. 
Here did he foreſce fulfilled that gra- 
cious Promiſe of God to him, at in 
dim all Nations of the Earth ſhould be 
 Blejſed. Hence he had Aſſurance of a 
future Reſurrection to himſelf; and all 
the pleaſing Expectations of a future- 
State of Bliſs and Happineſs confirmed 
to him and his Poſterity. This was that 
Paraboh, that Parable, Sign, or Repre- 5 
ſentation of Chri it's Reſurrection, that 
ſomething elſe was to him before of the 
bs future 
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Go Birth of Iſaac, which our Apoſtle 
in my Text alluded to, when he ſaid, 
he received him in a Parable or $1 gn, or,. 
as our | ranſlation has it, in a Figure. 


And now, upon the Whole, I hope, it =—_ 
plainly appears, that Abraham's Faith 
and Obedience in offering up his Son. 
Tſaac upon the Command of God, was. 
as reaſonable and worthy that great Man, 
as it was extraordinary and eminent. 
God ſaw the inward Goodnels and Piety 
of his Heart. I know him, ſays God, 
himſelf, that he will command his Chil- 
dren and his Houſhold after him, and they 
being influenced by his- pious Inſtruc- 
tions and Example, /ball keep the Way 
of the Lord to do Juſtice and Judgment. 
But this did not ſatisfy the Almighty :. 
He would not ſuffer a Man ſo entirely 


good and. virtuous ſhould paſs through, 
(yp 
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this Life without having his great Me- 
rit. tranſmitted to Poſterity., He there- 
fore made this Trial of him, to crown 
him with Immortality, even in this Life. 
And though, upon Abrabam's ready and 
entice Reſignation. of himſelf to his Will 
and Pleaſure, he ſays, Now I know,” 
that. thou feareſt God, ſeeing thou haſt not 
with-held thy Son, thine only Son from me. 
Yer, that we muſt underſtand as ſpoken | 
after the Manner of Men; not that God | 
wanted to ſee and. ſatisfy himſelf how 
Abraham would act upon ſuch an Emer- 
gency; for nothing is. more certain than 
that God foreknows whatever can or 
will happen; but it is, as if he had ſaid, 
„ By a Trial of which all Mankind are 
able to judge. I have evidenced to 
« all the World the great Faith, Virtue, 
« and unreſerved Obedience of my Ser- 


L yant Abrabam, 1 have hereby ſhewn, 
8 ow 5 
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« how worthy my eſpecial Love and 
„ Favour he is, and how pleaſing all 


the future Sons and Daughters of 
e of Mankind will be to me, who hall 


„ tread in his Steps and follow his 
8 W 2 
This then i is his u Uſe » we 1 
make of the Conſideration of the F aith _ 
and Obedience of this eminent and ex- 
traordinary Patriarch, in thus offering 
up his Son, bis only Son in Sacrifice to 
God, of whom it was ſaid, that in Tſaac 
ſhould bis Seed be called. We are, after 
his Example, to ſubmit our Wills to 
the Will of God without Reſerve. And 
what Afflictions or Misfortunes ſoever 
he pleaſeth to try us with, we are 
to endure them with Patience, never 


repining or thinking any of God's 


J udgments hard or ſevere, much leſs 
unequal 


4 
| 
| 
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unequal or unjuſt. Whenever. we be 
under any very grievous Calamity. or 
Misfortune, let us but recollect and com- 
pare our Caſe with that of Abrabam. 
He was a perfect and an upright Man, one 
| that feared and eſchewed Evil; ſo highly 
eminent for his Piety. and Virtue, and 
approved of in the Sight of his Crea- 
tor, that he has that high Title, given 
him in the ſacred Writings, of being he 
Friend of God, and Father of the Faithful, 
and celebrated as ſuch. both in the Old 
and New Teſtament.. And yet. we ſee 
: with what a ſevere Trial was God pleaſ- 
ed to prove him ! But how differently. 
alas I muſt the beſt of us ſpeak. of our- 


ſelves! How many have been our Sins 
and Provocations ! How. weak is our 
Faith! How few and imperfect our 
Acts of Piety and Obedience! And 
ſhall we then dare to repine at, or think 
too 


| 
| 
[ 


| 
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too hard for us, any Affictone or cala- 
mitous Circumſtances, God may be 
pleaſed to try us with. What God re- 


quired of Abraham was an Act ſo un- 


uſual, attended with ſuch ſhocking ( Cir- 
cumſtances, ſo contrary to what he was 
wont to command, that which of us 
would not have been apt- to have 
expoſtulated with God upon it; nay, 


how many are there in this degenerate 


Age, who not only impiouſly blame 


him for doing fo, but moſt blaſphe- 
mouſly condemn an Action which they 


ſee approved of and applauded by the 
Creator himſelf, in the ſacred Writings. 
I hope there are none of us will hearken 
to ſuch Wretches, but, as right and 
good Reaſon teacheth firmly to believe 
that be right which God commandeth 


and approveth of; and under all- our 
| * as our moſt holy Church 


U 
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piouſly directeth, be fully perſuaded in 
our Minds, that th:y are certainly God's 
Viſitation. And for what Cauſe ſoever 
they are ſent unto us, whether it be 
to try our Patience, for the Example of 
others, and that our Faith may be 
found in the Day of the Lord, laud- 
able, glorious, and honourable, to the 
Increaſe of Glory and endleſs F elieity: 1 
Or elſe they be ſent unto us to correct 
and amend in us whatſoever doth offend 
| the Eyes of our heavenly F ather ; we 
are certainly to know and aſſure our- 
ſelves, that if we truly repent: us of 
our Sins, and bear our Afflictions pa- 
tiently, truſting in God's Mercy for 
his dear Son J-ſus Chriſt's Sake, and 
render unto him humble Thanks for 
his fatherly Viſitation, ſubmitting wholly 
to his moſt bleſſed Will, they ſhall turn 
to our Hpfit and help us for ward in the 
right 
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right Way chat leadethᷣ unto everlaſting 
Life. To which End do thou, O moſt 


gracious God, who governeſt the World 
with infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, and 


5 does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the 


Children of Men; teach us contentedly 
to ſubmit to the Diſpenſations of thy 
Providence, how repugnant ſoever they 
may be to Fleſh and Blood, Thou 
knowelt the ſureſt Ways of making us 
happy, and art infinite in Loving - kind- 
neſs and Mercy. Therefore let thy 
bleſſed Will in every Thing be our 
Choice, our Satisfaction, that ſo we may 
ferve thee quietly with a devout Mind, 
and in thy due Time be made Partakers 
of thy everlaſting Kingdom, through 
Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, and only Sa- 
viour, to whom, with thee, O Father, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, three Perſons and one: 


God. be aſcribed, as 15 n U due, 
8 of 
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ef us and all Men, all dutiful Ob- 
dience and Submiſſion, all Honour, Do- 
minion and Power, Adoration, Praiſe 
and Thankſgiving, both now, and 
throughout each ſucceeding Period of 
Time to all Eternity. Amen. 


SER- 


* 


SERMON XVI. 


The g great Wiſdom of moderating « out 


Xalans. 


Preached at St. Job's Maddermarket, 


Dec. 7, 1746. and at St. Peter's Man- 
Croft, Sept. 6, 1747. 


Proverbs xvi. 32. 


He that is flow to Anger, is better than the 


Mighty, and be that ruleth his Spirit, 
than he that taketh a City. 


E OF® all human Virtues, Fortitude or 
Bravery is that which is attended 


with the greateſt Applauſe amongſt 
Men : For we meet with none ſo much 
celebrated, as thoſe who have diſtin- 
guiſhed themſelves in the Field of Bat- 
tle, 
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tle, and ſubaued Cities and Kingdoms. 


And yet we find that, in the Judgment 


of this wiſeſt amongſt the Sons of Men, 
he that can keep that one Paſſion of his 
Soul, that powerful Impulſe of the 
Mind, which we call Anger, in due 


Bounds, is greater and more valuable 
in the Sight of God, and the moſt judi- 


cious of Men, than even that Idolof po- 
pular Applauſe, fo much admired and 
extolled. Alexander, falſely ſirnamed 
the Great, from an Application of ex- 
traordinary Abilities to the Plague and 

Diſturbance of Mankind, conquered al- 
moſt all the then known World, yet was 


himſelf a Slave to the Paſſion and Fury 


of his own Mind, with which he was 


frequently tranſported to ſuch a Degree, 


————— — — — 


that he murdered with his own Hands, 
ſome of his moſt faithful and beſt be- 


loved F riends. He found it much eaſier 
to 
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to overcome Cities and Dominions, than 
to rule bis on Spirit. And when we 
compare a Man, whois flow to Anger, and 
always Maſter of himſelf, with that re- 
nowned Warrior, who is there of us 


who does not in his own Mind, prefer 


the former to the latter? We do indeed 
but ſhew our Wiſdom by ſuch a Judg- 
ment, ſince it is agreeable to what the 
Spirit of God himſelf declares by the 


Mouth of Solomon in my Text: He that 
is flow to Anger is better than the Mighty, 
and be that rules h his Spirtt, than he that. 


taketh a City. 


Without examining further what Rea- 
ſons there may be, why the one of theſe 
1s preferred before the other (as being an 
Enquiry unneceſſary in this Audience) we 
will conſider the Nature of this Paſſion, 


and how much it concerns us all to re- 
| ſtrain 
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ſtrain it, and keep it within due Bounds. 
Anger then is that Uneaſineſs or Dil- 
compoſure of the Mind, which it is af- 
fected with, upon the Receipt of any 
ſuppoſed or real Injury, with a preſent 
Purpoſe of Revenge : When a Man be 
ſtrongly under | its Influence, he 1s ſaid to 
be in a Paſſior; as if this indeed contain- 


d all the Evil of other Paſſions within it, 


and this were Paſſion itſelf; Paſſion em- 


phatically ſo called. And truly, not 


0 It is no ſmall Degree of 


ſon; it woll his D and for 


the Time renders him a very Fool. 
However, in this refined Age, we have 
brought our Reaſon, and that, even re- 
taining its whole Force, calmly to fol- 
low the Dictates of this Paſſion; as fool- 
iſn and mad as it is confeſſed to be, 
even to Death. Thus, has any Man af- 

| fronted 
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fronted or injured us, what will the 
moſt ſober, diſcreet, well-bred Man ad- 
viſe us to do? F orgive him, or paſs by 
the Injury or Affront? No, by no 
Means; we ſhould then be utterly. un- 
done in our Characters, and loſt in our 
Reputation with the World. Well 
then, what is to be done? Why, if we 
follow the preſent Mode, we muſt not 
let our Heart take Reſt, we mult lay 
aſide all other Buſineſs and Employ- 
ment, till we have the Blood of our 
Enemy, though perhaps in every other 
| Reſpect, he has been our deareſt, beſt 
beloved Friend. How! A Man's Blood! 
My Friend's Life for an injurious, paſ- 
ſionate Speech; for a diſdainful Look, 
for an Offence which, it may be, an 
Enemy to us both, is the only In- 
ventor or Cauſe thereof, Nay, this is 
not all; that you may gain among 


Vor. II. LE Men 


29 SERMON XVI. 

Men the Reputation of a diſereet, 
well-tempered Murderer, you mult be 
ſure not to kill him in Paſſion, when 
your Blood be hot and boiling with the 
Provocation; but you muſt proceed 


Vith as great Temper and Sedateneſs 


with as much Diſcretion and Com- 
poſure of Mind, as you would to the 
Performance of the moſt folemn and 
important Duty. After a Reſpite of 
ſome Days, ſome Months, nay, perhaps 


ſome Years, that it may appear it is thy 


Reaſon which guides thee, and not thy 
Paſſion ; you muſt invite him mildly 
and courteouſly into ſome retired Place, 
and there let it be determined, whether 


his Blood or your's ſhall ſatisfy the In- 
jury. It is difficult to determine, which 
is the greateſt, the Impiety or Folly of 


icuha Procedure. Becauſe I think a Man 
has injured me, therefore I muſt put it 
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in his Power, upon an equal Chance, to 


take away my Life roo. Is there any 
_ Folly comparable to this? And yet this 
is what Gentlemen, what Perſons of the 
beſt Education and Underſtanding, nay, 
what Chriſtians give into, from a No- 
tion of Honour, which no Man has hi- 
Z therto ever been able to make conſiſtent 
with Reaſon, with common Senſe, or 
with Religion. To our Shame be it 
ſpoken, it is a Practice prevailing only 
amongſt Chriſtians. The Heathens diſ- 
claim it. The Ma kometans declare, 
they are not guilty of it. Forgiveneſs 
of Injuries is a Precept upon the Per- 
_ formance of which our bleſſed Saviour 
has laid a more than ordinary Strels : 
And yet he that is determined to obey 


this Commandment cf his Lord, runs 


the Riſk of. falling into Contempt and 
Diſgrace with the World, It is much 
I, 2 «„ 
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to be lamented indeed, that the World 
ſhould be fo generally corrupted in its 
Notions ;' that ſuch ſhould be the Event. 
But let us conſider, which is in the right, 
and which it is moſt incumbent upon us 
to pleaſe. Who was it that brought us 
into Being? Was it the World or our- 
ſelves ? —Neither. Who was it then? 
It was God. And who then, do we 
think, has a Right to our Lives, and 
to diſpoſe of them as he pleaſes, but 
that God, who was the Author of 
them ? And therefore we moſt certainly 
break in upon that Right, when we 
deſtroy them ourſclves, or unneceſſarily 
expoſe them to Danger from others. 
And we, who value ourſelves upon our 
Honour, and a ſtrict Regard to Juſtice, 
do therein a moſt unjuſt and diſhonour- 
able Action. Whereas when we paſs 
by .or forgive an Injury, we do, what 
3; every 
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every wie Man will tell us, argues a 
truly brave and noble Spirit. We gain 
a Conqueſt over ourſelves, which, as we 
find it attended with great Difficulty 


from within, is ſo much the more glo- P 
rious and praiſe-worthy. 


Again : Let us compare the ſuppoſed 
- Diſgrace and Contempt which we ima- 
gine WE ſhall ſuffer from the World, 
with thoſe evils which we ſhall moſt 
certainly expoſe ourſelves to by com- 
plying with a Cuſtom which runs quite 
counter to- the undoubted Principles of 
| Reaſon and Religion. Now what is it 
which makes Contempt or Diſgrace ſo 
great an Evil, but ſomething done, by 
the Perſon who falls under it, that 18 
baſe or unworthy in itſelf. And can a 
Man be ſaid to be guilty of any Thing 
ſo unworthy or baſe, by refuling to 


| 
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comply with a Challenge ſent him, or 
neglecting to ſend one himſelf; when 

he muſt thereby offend a plain Prohibi- 
tion of his God, and diſpatch his Neigh- | 
bour's Soul, or his own or perhaps 
both, clogged and opprefled with all 
their Sins unrepented of (for how can 
Repentance poſſibly conſiſt with ſuch a 
Reſolution) before the Tribunal Seat of 
Chriſt, to expect the final Sentence, ut- 
terly deprived of all the bleſſed Means, 
which God has contrived for our Sabva- 
tion, and put in ſuch an Eſtate, that it 
mall not be in God's Power, almoſt 
conſiſtently with the Terms of the Goſ- 
pel, to do them any good ? Surely this 
Repreſentation of the Caſe muſt make 
any Man of Senſe, who is a Chriſtian, 
rather diſregard and deſpiſe ſuch imagi- 
nary Contempt and Diſgrace, than to 
| avoid 


| 
| 
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avoid them, plunge himſelf into ſuch 
_ wretched and deplorable Circumſtances, 


But enough of this, and 8 [ 
have ſaid more than was neceſſary in a 
Caſe ſo plain and clear to every conſide- 
rate Man and true Chriſtian; ; eſpecially 
in this Audience, none of whom its 
likely will ever be in Danger of falling 
into this Error. But J hope you will 
excuſe my Zeal in an Affair that ſo ap- 
parently breaks in upon the Laws both of 
God and Man, and ſo dangerous to the 
Souls of many, in every other Reſpect 

very worthy and valuable Men, and Who 

ought not fo lightly to deprive the 
Community of ſuch able and neceſſary 
Members. For though you may find 
what has been ſaid upon this Subject 
unneceſſary to yourſelves, yet it may 
ſuggeſt to you ſome Hints proper to 

| | L 4 give 
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give others you may poſſibly happen to 
be acquainted with. At leaſt' it may be 


admitted as my Apology, that in treat- 
ing of this Paſſion, ſo fatal an Effect of 
it could not ſo well be omitted or over- 
looked. However, I ſhall now apply. - 
myſelf to what may more immediately 
concern us. This Paſſion of Anger we 
are all of us more or leſs ſubject to; and 
though indeed it be not ſo generally fa- 


tal in its Effects amongs us, as we have 


ſeen it in the former Caſe, yet very 


| many and great are the Evils, which 
ariſe from it commonly: We will con- 
ſider ſome of them. In what continual 


Labour and Uncaſineſs may we ob- 


ſerve thoſe Perſons to be, who are 


greatly ſubject to it, and who take no 
Pains to reſtrain it. Every, the leaſt 
Thing which happens contrary to their 


Humours (and that very wayward Hu- 
mour 


5 
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mour acts many ſuch Thingh to. ; hap» | 
pen) ruffles their Minds, and makes 


them ſo entirely unable to command 
themſelves, that whilſt they are the Ob- 
jects of the Mirth or Pity of the Perſons 
they are angry with, they are a moſt 
grievous Torment to themſelves. | And 
of what Benefit or Service is, at laſt, all 
this Commotion and Agitation of Spi- 
rits? The offending Party will be more 
likely to aſcribe their Angeror Diſplea- 
ſure to a natural fretful or uneaſy! Tem- 
per, than to any juſt Cauſe he has gi- 
ven. For he who is at any Time more 
angry than the Caſe ſeemed to require, 
will quickly be thought to have had 
no ſufficient Cauſe for being offended 
at all, even when there be but too juſt 
Occaſion for it. And they Who have 
been worſe treated than they know they 
have merited, will ſoon become leſs 
: 1 | careful 


| 
| 
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careful of their Behaviour, and even 


not be ſolicitous whether they deſerve 


ſo well for the future as they have 


done. Whereas when People be talk- 
ed 70 calmly for their Faults, they 


are as readily inclined to hearken to 


Advice, and then look upon themſelves 


as obliged to reform what is amiſs, wben 


they be ſpoken to in ſo mild and friend- 
ly a Manner. The Maſter is then look- 


ed upon as a Friend, and his Admoni- | 


tion is accordingly received with a be- 
coming Deference aad Reſpect. 


However Anger may poſſibly glance 


into the Breaſt of a wiſe Man, yet, as 


Solomon obſerves, it refleth only in the Bo- 
Jom of Fools, Some Perſons are above 


our Anger, others below 1 . 


tend with our Superiors is Indiſcretion, 


and with our Inferiors an Indignity. To 


ſhew 
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the our Reſentment to the former 
is only expoſing ourſelves to greater In- 
juries, and worſe Treatment; 


the latter, it is but Charity and com- 

mon Humanity, kindly to inform them 

of their Errors, and ſet them right. = 
By theſe Nieans we ſhall overcome 

both, and procure their Love and/ 

Affection: For none can bear win. 
long to thoſe who do not oppoſe them; 
and he muſt be of a moſt diſingenuous 
Mind indeed, who is not wrought 
upon by mild and friendly Advice. 
This is the Purport of St. Paul's Ad. 
vice to the Romans Be rot overcome 
of Evil; but overcome EU with Gred ; 
for in ſo doing, thou ſhalt beap Coals of 
Fire en thy Enemy s Head; that iS, melt 
him into an affectionate Temper, and 
purge off all the Droſs of III- will to- 
wards you; or at leaſt enjoy the Satiſ- 
1 E 8 | faction 
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faction of reflecting that you have done 
your Part, and what your heavenly Fa- 
ther required at your Hands. This Paſ- 
ſion of Anger was placed in us by our 
all gracious Creator, for a very wiſe and 
good Purpoſe, viz. to prevent Evils 
to which we would otherwiſe be expoſ- 
ed, and therefore moſt certainly we 
may know that we have exerted it in 
an undue Degree, when inſtead of pre- 
venting thereby the Evil we were threat- 


ened with, we have either provoked the 


Party to increaſe it, or have ourſelves 
produced greater in the Courſe we have 
taken: And this indeed, is a Caſe not 

' uncommon. Men frequently change 
Sides; and he who was at firſt the in- 
jured Perſon, becomes himſelf at laſt 
the moſt injurious and moſt culpable. 
The Way to come at a right Know- 
ledge how we ought to be affected 
On 
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on every ſuch Occaſion, is to remove „ | 
Self out of the Way, and conſider i im- 15 | 
partiality, what would be the Senti- | 
ments of any indifferent Perſon con- 
cerning it, and then it would ſoon : ap- 
pear to us in quite a different Light to 
what it did, when we were under the 
Influence of Self- love, or Self. eſteem. 
For theſe are Mediums of ſuch a pecu- 
liar Nature, that they magnify even 
the ſmall Indiſcretions and Inadverten- 
cies of others into heinous Offences, and 
at the ſame Time make our own real 
Faults imperceptible, or not worth men- 
tioning. But Perſons who are no other- 
wiſe concerned, than as the Merits of 
the Caſe require, ſee Things juſt as 
they are, and having no Biaſs on their 
Minds either Way, Judge and deter- 
mine as Truth leads them. Their Re- 
{enements theretore upon the Affair, 
will 
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will be a good Rule to direct us s by; 
and if we fee they paſs it by without. 


muck Notice or Regard, ſo, we may 


well preſume, it wil be moſt prudent 
for us to do. But if by their Conduct, 


we perceive ourſelves to have been moſt 
in Fault, it will beſt become us rather to 


correct ourſelvts, 1 be out of Hu— 
mour with others. r, if our Adver- 


ſary have been os to blame, we ſhall 
be more ſufficiently revenged, if we 
leave him to the Reflections of his own: 


Mind, and the -Treatment which he 


will meet with from others. Fer there- 
| is implanted in the Minds of all of us, 
ſuch a Power or Faculty, as will make 
us diſcern, whether we will or not, 


what is right and what wrong. And 
however by Paſſion or Self-love, and 


that natural Partiality which every Man 
bears to his own Cauſe, we may, for 


a Time, 


—2 2 
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2 Time hinder that Faculty or Power 


from exerting itſelf, yet it will at 


Length prevail againſt all Oppoſition, 
and the injurious Man will be forced to- 


condemn and puniſh himſelf in his own. 
Thoughts. And what will {till be an 


additional Grievance \and Vexation to 
him, he will ſee the Verdi of his own. 


Mind confirmed by the Sentiments and 
Behaviour of all around him; fo that 


however the Party he has injured may; 
have laid aſide all Reſentment againſt. 


him, yet that very Generoſity will upon 


Reflect ion, ſting him to the Heart ; nor 
will he have any Satisfaction, or Eaſe in 


his Mind, till he himſelf has made 
Amends for the Wrong he has done. 


Some have vainly thought that we are 


obliged to annihilate or extirpate our 
| Paſſions; but tnt is a great Miſtake. 


. 


244 SERMON xvI. 


They were not made ſo conſiderable a+ 
Part of our Conſtitution for ſuch a Pur- 
poſe; neither can it be imagined that. 
God ſhould require of us, what every 
Man will find by Experience to be im- 
' poſſible, All that we have to do is to 
direct and regulate them by the Princi- 
ples of Reaſon and Religion; ; and the 
Diforders we meet with in the World. 
are owing to a Want of ſuch Regu- 
latjon and Direction. Even this Paſ- 
ſion of Anger, which Men generally 
| look upon in ſo frightful a View, and 
regard as the Source of ſo many Evils 
and Calamities, ariſeth nevertheleſs from. 
a very good Principle, from a Concern 
we naturally have for Juſtice and Equi- 
ty, and a Diſpleaſure, as naturally 
ariſing in us from Injuſtice or Cruelty. 
This appears plainly from the Manner 
in which all Men are touched dy ſeeing 
a Re⸗ 
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a Repreſentation even of a feigned Story 
of Baſeneſs and Villany, properly work 
ed up to move their Paſſions. We 
are told by Plutarch, that Alexander, the 
Pherean Tyrant, who had never wept 
over any of thoſe Murders he had him- 
ſelf cauſed among his own Citizens, 
wept when he ſaw a Tragedy but ated 
in the Theatre, being angry at the In- 
juſtice and Cruelty the Innocent met 
with: Nor could he ſtay till the Play 
Was ended, but abruptly left the Thea- 
tre, being aſhamed, as he owned, that 
he, who had never pitied thoſe he had 
murdered, ſhould weep at the Suf- 
ferings of imaginary Perſons. - The 
Reaſon of this was, his Attention was 
caught here ; and he more obſerved the 
cruel and unjuſt Uſage he beheld worthy b 
Perſons labouring under, than ever he had 
thoſe of the Pheræaus; and more impar- 
1 


a6 | SSER MON XVI. 
' tally, being no otherwiſe concerned in 
them, then as a common Spectator. Upon 
this Occalion, therefore, this Paſſion of 
Anger, or Reſentment of Injury, im- 
planted in human Nature, overcame his 
Habits of Cruelty, broke through his 
acquired Petrifaction or Hardneſs of 

Heart, and would ſhe chat it could not 
* wholly eradicated or perverted. | 


It is therefore according to Nature to 
be affected with this Paſſion; it puts 
us continually upon that Guard, which 
the Dangers and Evils perpetually aſ- 
| faulting us in, this World, have made 
neceſſary. I fay neceſſary; for let us 
ſuppoſe that Men had naturally no ſuch 
Indignation at Injury, Injuſtice, or Cru- 
elty placed in them; what would then 
be the Conſequence ? We feelingly per- 
ceive in ourſelves a ſtrong Compaſſion. 
towards. 
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towards Perſons in Diſtreſs. How ex- 


ceedingly painful and difficult then 


would it be to doom a Criminal to 

Death, if we had not that other Paſſion 
to counterballance this natural Weak- 
neſs? Would it not often quite prevent 
Puniſhments and Executions proper and 


neceſſary to deter others from commit- 


ting the like Crimes ? And, the Wicked 
being encouraged thereby to perſiſt in 
their deſtructive Meaſures, deſtroy the 
Peace, and endanger the very Being 


of Society. And hence it is, that the 


Ahpoſtle has left us this Precept; Be ye 


angry and ſin not; which manifeſtly ſup- 
poſes that there are very juſtifiable Cauſes 
of Anger, and that we may very juſtly 
and wiſely put in Execution its Dictates, 

if we do but regulate and direct them 

by the Rules of Reaſon and Religion. 
We may be angry with and puniſh Of- 


tenders, 
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fenders, and yet not fin in doing fo: 


Fhis is by no Means to be called Ma- 
lice; it is a juſt Indignation againſt Vice 


and Wickedneſs! it is one of the com- 


mon Bonds, by which Society is held 
together; and it is, indeed, no other 
than a rational and Chriſtian Fellow- 
feeling, which each Individual ought to- 
have for the Reſt of his Society, as well 
as for himſelf. | 


But in we are to obſerve, chat | 
the Intention of God's placing this Pal- 
ſion in us, is to prevent and put a Stop 
to Injury or Injuſtice; and therefore 7 
that is the End. which we too mult al- 
ways take Care to have in View. To 
gratify a baſe or malicious Temper, 
* juſt the Prevocation, is never 
to be the Purpoſe aimed at. Under all 


our Anger and Reſentment we mult till 
_ retain 
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retain a Chriſtian Charity for the Per- 
ſons who injure us, and at the ſame 
Time, if it can be, reform the Offender 
as well as put a Stop to his injurious 
Deſigns againſt us. We muſt endea- 
vour to convince him of the wrong and 
unworthy Method of acting he is gotten 
into; and ſo by bringing over his Un- 
derſtanding to a true Senſe of Virtue 
and Religion, make him regard his for- 
mer Injuſtice with Averſion. Thus {hall 
we do, what our bleſſed Saviour com- 
mands; Love our Enemies, Bleſs them 
that curſe us, and do goed to them that 
bate us: for hereby we ſhall teſtify the 
trueſt Love and Affection towards them, 
confer upon them the greateſt Bleſſing 
in our Power, and do them chat Good 


and Service, which will redound to their 
Eaſe here, and their eternal Happineſs 


hereafter. And herein 1 E 1 the Wiſ⸗- 
dom 
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dom and Goodneſs of God in giving us 
even this Paſſion, which from Mens 
Abuſe of it, hath been reckoned a great 
Imperfection of our Nature. It ſerves, 
we ſee, when duly exerted and kept 
within proper Bounds, to many good 
and excellent Purpoſes; and the Abuſe 
of a Thing is never accounted a juſt 
Reaſon to depreciate its Worth, God 
Almighty ſometimes repreſenteth him- 
{elf under the Influence of this Paſſion, 
which, though he therein ſpeaks after 
the Manner of Men, he would moſt cer- 
tainly have not have done, if Anger had 
been a Thing evil in itſelf; and we may 
as well charge our Reaſon with being 


10, ſince that moſt. excellent Faculty, 
whereby we are diſtinguiſhed from all 
the Reſt of the viſible Creation, has been 
as much abuſed by Mankind, as this, 
or any other of our Paſſions; and that 
it 
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1t may be very often from the ſame 
Caule, [ mean. their proceeding i in both 
too raſhly and precipitately. Thus i in 
Matters of Reaſoning, how many Errors 
have been given into and embrace by 
Mens Eigerneft in receiving a Con- 
5 cluſion, before they have well weighed 
and conſidered the Premiſes from which 
it was pretended to be drawn! As it 
ſeemed ſerviceable to ſome particular 
Purpoſe they had in View, or favoured 
other Notions they were fond of, the 
Prejudice they had for it upon thoſe 

Accounts quickly gained it a Reception; J 

and its being ſubſervient to their fa- 
_ wvourite Schemes or Opinions, made an 
Enquiry into its Grounds and Founda- 
tion to be thought tedious, irkſome, 
and unneceſſary. And ſo it is with Re- 
ſpect to this Paſſion of Anger. Men 
ſuffer themſelyes to be GY PU 
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by it, before they have duly conſidered 
whe her they have ſufficient Cauſe for 
it; and then never think of purſuing 
the Ends for which it was deſigned by 
our Creator, but only to ſooth their own 


fretful and malicious Tempers. It will 


require, indecd, ſome Care to have this 
conſtant Command over ourſelves. Nay, 
we have fo long, it may ve, indulged and 
uſed ourſelves to it, that perhaps it is 
nov very difficult to recover our Power 
over it. But let us conſider we are Crea- 


tures endowed with Reaſon ; and why, 
think we,was that noble F aculty given us, 
bur to regulate our Paſſions and appoint 


them their proper Bounds and Limits? 
We ſhould call to Mind, that we are 


Chriſtians, and conlequently are under 
a moſt indiſpentable Obligation to act 
upon all Emergencies according to the 
48 of right Reaſon and Religion. 
This 


| 
| 
| 
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This laſt, viz. Religion, has confined 
it within the ſtricteſt. Bounds, ſo, far 
as concerns ourſelves only. We muſt 
not only refrain from exceſſive Anger, 
but be always ready to forgive our of- 
fending Brother, as we ever hope to 

have Pardon ourſelves at God's Hand. 

Nay, we are to pray to him for Pardon 

upon no other Terms, than as we forgive 

thoſe who treſpaſs againſt us. This, in- 

deed, was the Opinion of ſome wiſe Men, 

before the Light of the Goſpel appear- 

cd, as being agreeable, they thought, 

to natural Equity; and hence it is, that 

we find this remarkable Paſſage i in the 

Book of Ecclęſiaſticus, Chap. XXviii. 

1—4. © He that revengeth ſhall find 

as W from the Lord, and he 

* will ſurely keep his Sins in Remem- 

* brance, Forgive thy Neighbour the 

„Hurt that he hath done unto thee, ſo 

= „Mot, II. M E ſhall, 


— 


ee 


— 1 


4h ans © 
— 


=: 
| 
=_ : 
= 
| 
5 
0 


254 SERMON XVI. 

* ſhall thy Sins alſo be forgiven thee, 
'*'when thou prayeſt. One Man beareth 
< hatred againſt another; and doth he 
* ſeek Pardon from the Lord? He 
ce ſheweth no Mercy to a Man, wi is 
« like himſclf, and doth he aſk For- 
« giveneſs of his own Sins?“ Thus 
could the wiſe Son of Syrach, who was 
' a Jew, expreſs himſelf. Let not us 
then, who are Chriſtians, ſuffer ourſelves 
to be out-done by one of ſo imperfect a 
Religion. It will be an Honour to us, 
if we get the Maſtery over ourſelves ; 
' nay, a greater than that which attends 
Conquerors, and Men the moſt eminent 
for Exploits in War. For this we have 
the Word of Solomon, the wiſeſt amongſt 
the Zons of Men, under the Influence 
of God's Divine Spirit; He that is flow 


10 Anger, is better than the Mighty ; and 
be that ruleth his Spirit, than he that tak- 
= - eib 
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eib a City. And as this is a Declaration 
of God himſelf, ſo we may depend upon 
it, that if we will practice what he thus 
recommends, our Reward will be pro- 
portionable in the other World. Nay, 
by ſuch a truly noble and divine Spirit, 
we ſhall qualify ourſclves for thoſe 
bleſſed Regions; where there i is nothing 
but Love, Peace, and Unity among the 
glorious Inhabitants, and uninterrupted 
Joy and Happineſs flowing from them. 

That all of us may be qualified for 

_ thoſe bliſsful Seats, God, of his infinite 
Mercy, grant us his Grace and Aſſiſt- 
ance, for Jeſus Chriſt his Sake, our gra- 

cious Lord and Saviour; to wu. 10M, with 
' thee, O Father, and the bleſſed Spirit, 
the eternal Trinity in the ever bleſſed 
and undivided Unity, be aſcribed, as f 1s 
molt juſtly due, throughout all C hurches 
f the Saints, all Love, Honour, and 
bie 
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Obedience, Might, Majeſty, and Do- 
minian, Adoration, Praiſe, and Thankſ- 
giving, both now, and throughout each 
ſucceeding Period of Time, to all Eter- 
nity. Amen. 7 | 
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